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Name: ______________________________________ (     ) Class: ________

READ THESE INSTRUCTIONS FIRST

Write in dark blue or black ink pen on both sides of the paper.
Do not use staples, paper clips, glue or correction fluid.

Answer Section A, Section B and one question from Section C. 

Section A is an Insert.
For Section A write your answers in the spaces provided on the Insert.
For Section B and Section C write your answers on the separate Answer Paper provided.
At the end of the examination, fasten your work for each section separately. 
All sections are to be handed in separately. 

The number of marks is given in brackets [ ] at the end of each question or part question.

Do not turn over the paper until you are told to do so.

FOR MARKER’S USE
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This question paper consists of 4 printed pages including the cover page.
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Section B [30 marks]

You are advised to write between 200 and 300 words for this section.

You should look at the printout of a webpage on page 3, study the information carefully and 
plan your answer before beginning to write.

Your best friend is planning her birthday party and has asked you for some ideas. You 
discovered Laser Clay Shooting while surfing the internet. You think it would be fun to 
organise a game as part of the birthday celebration.

Write an email to your best friend persuading her to include this activity as part of her 
birthday celebration. Your email should include the following:

What the activity is about
Why this activity will be exciting and fun
What your friend and her guests can learn from the activity
Who to invite to her birthday party and when it would be held

Write your email in clear, accurate English and in an enthusiastic and persuasive tone. You 
should use the information from the webpage and other information of your own. Use your 
own words as far as possible. 

Mindworks Tuition

Need Home Tuition? Visit Mindworkstuition.com now or call 85000358 for assistance :) 
4



4 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Canberra Secondary School English Language Paper 1 
2011 Semestral Assessment 1                               Secondary 3 Express 

LASER CLAY SHOOTING

CONCEPT OF LASER SPORT
- Played with shotguns that fire infrared
beams at special flying targets, known as
clay targets
- Hear a simulated shotgun ‘bang’ when hit
- Scoreboard displays the points scored by
each gun
- Up to 5 players

BENEFITS OF LASER CLAY SHOOTING 
(personal character training)

- Requires patience, focus, perseverance
- Builds confidence and hand-eye coordination
- Promotes quick thinking

NO AGE RESTRICTION
- For all ages including young children
- For both novice and experienced shooters

SESSIONS @ Combat Skirmish LIVE
30 minutes per session - $35/pax 

Laser Clay Singapore Pte Ltd

Phone: +65 6779 1031
Fax: +65 6779 1897

*Games are being held at Fort Siloso, Sentosa:
Phone: +65 6272 4649

http://www.laserclay.com.sg/
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Section C [30 marks]

Begin your answer on a fresh page.

You are advised to write between 200 and 300 words on one of the following topics.

At the head of your composition, write the question number of the topic you have chosen.

1. Write about a time when you were invited to participate in a festive occasion
from another culture. What did you learn from your experience?

2. Write about an occasion when you did something nice for a family member.
How did you feel?

3. Write about an incident when you felt you could have done better if you had
more time. What did you learn from this experience?

4. Write about a time when you were given a large sum of money that turned out
to be someone else's.

End of Paper
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Name: ______________________________________ (          ) Class: ________
Date: _____________            Marks: /

10

Section A [10 marks]

Carefully read the text below, consisting of 12 lines, about slugs. The first and last lines are 
correct. For eight of the lines, there is one grammatical error in each line. There are two 
more lines with no errors.

If the line is incorrect, circle the incorrect word and write the correct word in the space 
provided.
The correct word you provide must not change the original meaning of the sentence.

Examples:

I arrived  to my destination at 2pm. ……at………

There are thousands of species of slugs that can be found all over the 

world. They are adapted to life on the ground and on the sea. Slugs 

play important role in natural ecosystems. They remove dead, decaying 

plant matter and serves as important sources of food for various 

species of animals. In many areas, slugs are classify as pests because 

they are able to serious damage garden plants and crops. Unlike snails, 

slugs do not have shells. Their entire bodies are covered in slime that 

facilitates movement on a ground and prevents injuries. Moving safely 

across rocks and other sharp objects such as razor blades is not an 

issue. Slugs usually stayed in the cool, moist underground tunnels. 

They emerge at night to feed on leaves, seed sprouts but decaying 

vegetation. Some species feed on other slugs and earthworms.

1 ……………………

2 ……………………

3 ……………………

4 ……………………

5 ……………………

6 ……………………

7 ……………………

8 ……………………

9 ……………………

10…………………... 
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Adapted from http://www.softschools.com/facts/animals/slug_facts/1246/
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Section A
Text 1

Study the poster below and answer Questions 1 - 4 in the Question Booklet.

www.KiasuExamPaper.com

Mindworks Tuition

Need Home Tuition? Visit Mindworkstuition.com now or call 85000358 for assistance :) 
10



3 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Canberra Secondary School English Language  1128/02 Insert 
2012 Semestral Assessment 1                                  Secondary 3 Express 

Text 2

Study the poster below and answer Questions 5 – 8 in the Question Booklet.
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Section B
Text 3

The text below is about the search for the elusive Snow Sheep in the corner of Russia. Read it 
carefully and answer Questions 9 – 20 in the Question Booklet.

1 Our last chance to find snow sheep came at our third and final camp, located on Lake 
Duluk in the north of Putorana. The nature reserve established a sheep observation 
station at Duluk in the early 1990s. The peak of autumn had passed by the time we 
arrived, and the needles on the larch trees had turned a drab straw color and were falling 
off in abundance. Sarana said the Duluk area held a large concentration of snow sheep, 
and I could see why: It was the most rugged, forbidding terrain we had encountered.

5 

2 On our second day of scouting, when Sarana painstakingly led me up the slope covered 
with loose stones, we found abundant evidence of sheep but no sheep themselves. As 
darkness was approaching, we were about to scramble back down when he abruptly 
motioned for me to kneel. About a hundred metres below, I saw two brown-and-white 
rumps disappear over a hill. My heart pounded in anticipation. 

1
0 

3 We crawled to a small rocky hill. Slowly I raised my head, and there stood three female 
sheep and their young. Their greyish coats acted as perfect camouflage, blending in with 
the dark and gloomy horizon behind them. They were munching on grass, but the largest 
female—perhaps 50 kilograms, with short, thick horns — was cautious. I lowered my 
head, and when I looked up again, she stopped chewing. I froze. For more than a minute, 
we locked eyes. Then with a nimble step, she led an unhurried retreat to large rocks so 
dangerous that not even a wolf could follow.

1
5 

4 The next morning, convinced that we could still find more of the animals, Sarana 
organized a small group to return to the area. We struggled to the hill’s top and were met 
head-on by a biting wind. Seeing no sheep, Sarana grabbed Olson’s binoculars and 
scanned the opposite area. We were sure we would be able to find them if we looked hard 
enough. After a minute or two Sarana held the binoculars still. I could see nothing with my 
bare eyes, but when I peered through the binoculars, I saw a big brown lump—a male 
sheep lying on a grassy incline. Turning the binoculars on another broad, grassy area, 
Sarana located four more sheep.

2
0 

2
5 

5 We dashed down one slope, crawled up another, and headed for the sheep. Finally, we 
had a good chance to get all the photographs we wanted. We circled around to the top of 
the hill, hoping to creep up on the animals from above. I took a position in a field full of 
rocks, and Olson hid behind a rock. Five sheep were grazing, and one was lying down, his 
white rump plainly visible.

3
0 

6 Olson crept forward, hoping for a good picture. When he closed to about 70 metres, the 
sheep spotted him. Leaning uphill, their powerful torsos taut with alarm, they stood like 
statues. Just then I noticed three more sheep climbing in my direction. Afraid to scare 
them off, I lay motionless on the boulders. Up they came, oblivious to my presence. At 
about 10 metres, the sheep saw me and stopped. They looked straight at me. They 
lingered nearly a minute before scampering toward the top of the hill.

3
5 
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7 When Olson was 50 or 60 metres away, the sheep bolted downhill for the safety of some 
cliffs. I hustled after them, scanning the steep slopes, streaked with snow. 

Adapted from The Snow Sheep, National Geographic, Sep 2005 Issue
Text 4

The text below recounts the experiences of Hazel, a cancer patient. Read it carefully and answer 
Questions 21 – 32.

1 Late in the winter of my seventeenth year, my mother decided I was depressed, possibly 
because I rarely left the house, spent quite a lot of time in bed, read the same book over 
and over, ate infrequently, and devoted quite a bit of my abundant free time to thinking 
about my death.  

2 Whenever you read a cancer booklet or website, they always list depression among the 
side effects of cancer. But to me, depression is a side effect of dying. My mom believed I 
required treatment, so she took me to see Doctor Jim, who agreed that I was genuinely 
swimming in a paralyzing depression, and therefore the dosage of my medicine should 
be adjusted and I should attend a weekly Support Group.

5

3 This Support Group featured a rotating cast of characters, who have contracted various 
types of cancers, and are all unwell. Why did the cast rotate? A side effect of dying.

1
0

2
0

4 Attending the Support Group, of course, was very depressing. The members meet every 
Wednesday in the basement of a church. We would sit in a circle and Patrick, the Support 
Group Leader and only person over eighteen in the room, would start the session. Every 
week, we would listen to Patrick recount for the thousandth time his depressingly 
miserable life story – how he had cancer in his lungs and they thought he was going to 
die, but he did not and now here he is, a full-grown adult, divorced, healthy and slowly 
working his way to finishing university.

1
5 

5 We would then introduce ourselves. Name. Age. Type of cancer. And how we are doing 
today. I’m Hazel, I would say when they get to me. Sixteen. Cancer in my lungs. And I’m 
doing fine. Everybody then shared their own depressing stories. 

2
0 

3
0 

6 I thought it was depressing to be in a Support Group. The only redeeming facet of being 
there was this boy named Isaac. He was a long-faced and skinny person with straight 
blond hair swept over one eye.

www.KiasuExamPaper.com
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3
5 

7 Isaac and I communicated exclusively through sighs. Every time someone discussed 
unproven cancer cures, he would glance over at me and sigh ever so slightly. I would 
shake my head microscopically and exhale in response.

2
5 

8 I thought to myself that support group was not my cup of tea. I went there for the same 
reason that I had once allowed nurses with a mere eighteen months of training to poison 
me with weirdly-named chemicals: I wanted to make my parents happy. 3

0
9 On that very fateful day, Mom pulled into the driveway behind the church at 4.56pm. I 

pretended to fiddle with my oxygen tank for a few seconds just to kill time. The cylindrical 
tank weighed a few kilograms, and I had this little steel cart to wheel it behind me. It 
delivered oxygen through a transparent tube from the tank to my nostrils. I needed this as 
my lungs were not very good at being lungs. 3

5
10 “Make friends!” Mom said through the car window as I walked away. 

11 Entering the building, I took the stairs. I grabbed a cookie, poured myself some lemonade 
and then turned around.

12 A boy was staring at me. I was quite sure I had never seen him before. Tall and 
muscular, he dwarfed the plastic school chair he was sitting on. He had brown hair that 
was straight and short. He looked my age, maybe a year older. He sat down with 
aggressively poor posture, one hand half in a pocket of his dark jeans.

4
0 

13 I looked away, suddenly conscious of my list of insufficiencies. I was wearing saggy old 
jeans. I had this boyish haircut, and I had not even bothered to brush it. Furthermore, I 
had ridiculously fat puffy cheeks, a side effect of the cancer treatment. I looked like a 
normally proportioned person with a balloon for a head. Yet, his eyes were still on me.

4
5 

14 I blushed as he continued staring at me. Slowly the blush faded. Finally, I decided that 
the proper strategy was to stare back. I looked straight into his eyes and it soon became 
a staring contest that I started. After a while the boy smiled, and then finally his blue eyes 
glanced away. When he looked back at me, I flicked my eyebrows up to say ‘I win’. 

Adapted from The Fault In Our Stars (pages 3-10), by John Green, Penguin Books, 2012

5
0 

End of Insert
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This question booklet consists of 9 printed pages including the cover page.

Setter: Mr Han Chuck-E 
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Section A [10 marks]

Refer to Text 1 on page 2 of the Insert for Questions 1 – 4.

1 Who is the target audience of this poster?  

…………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………. [1] 

2 What is the purpose of this poster? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………. [1] 

3 Write down the sentence from the poster that suggests that potential blood 
donors must provide identification before being allowed to donate blood. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………. [1] 

4 The poster creates the effect of friendliness and persuasiveness. Which two
features of the poster create this effect? Tick the boxes beside the features you 
have chosen.  

Tick Features

“Give blood. Save Lives.” is in a large font.

Organised by Lifelong Learning Institute

29th September 2015 at Lifelong Learning Institute

Picture of smiling blood drop with open arms [2]
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Refer to Text 2 on page 3 of the Insert for Questions 5 – 8.

5 What is the purpose of this poster? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………. [1]  

6 From the paragraph at the bottom of the page, what are the two specific 
measures that can save the jungle cats?
  
……………………………………………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………. [1]  

7 Write down one sentence from the poster that summarises the message of the 
poster. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… [1]  

8 How does the picture support the message of the poster? 
  
The picture shows...…………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………. 

This supports the message by..……………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………. [2]  
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Section B [20 marks]

Refer to Text 3 on page 4 of the insert for Questions 9 – 20.

9 The comment `the peak of autumn had passed….’ (line 3) by the writer 

suggests a change of season. State two details that indicate this change.

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… [2]

10 What does the word `painstakingly' (line 7) suggests about the journey up the 
slope?

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… [1]

11 With reference to paragraph 2, in your own words, explain why the writer 

and his friends were preparing to ‘scramble’ back.

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… [1]

12 (i)  From paragraph 3, state the function of the sheep’s coats.

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… [1] 

(ii)  Why do you think this function helps the snow sheep? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… [1]

13 Why do you think the writer ‘froze’ (line 16)?

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… [1]

14 What does ‘we locked eyes’ (line 17) mean?

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… [1]
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15 The search for snow sheep was challenging. Fill in the boxes with details from 
the passage that describe the various challenges.

Source of challenges Details from passage 

Terrain (from paragraph 1)

Physical attributes of the 
snow sheep (from paragraph 
3)

Weather (from paragraph 4) [3] 

16 Pick a word/phrase from paragraphs 5 - 6 that has the same meaning as 

each of the following words/phrases.

Word/phrase Word/phrase from the passage with the 
same meaning

sneak upon

stayed at a place for some 
time  [2] 

17 With reference to paragraph 6, how did the sheep react when they noticed the 
writer and his friends?

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… [1]

18 What does the term ‘oblivious’ (line 35) suggest about the sheep?

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… [1]

19 Write down a phrase of three consecutive words from paragraph 7 that shows the 
writer chased after the sheep.
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……………………………………………………………………………………………… [1]
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20 Complete the flow chart by choosing one word from the box that summarises the 
main thought or feeling presented in each part of the text.  There are some extra 
words in the box that you do not need to use.

apprehension grief contentment
understanding confidence excitement

Paragraph 2: ………………………………………………

Paragraph 4: ……………………………………………….                              

Paragraph 5: ……………………………………………….                                            

Paragraph 6: ………………………………………………. [4] 
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Section C [20 marks]

Refer to Text 4 on page 5 – 6 of the Insert for Questions 21 – 32.

21 From paragraph 1, give three reasons why the writer’s mother thought the writer 
suffered from depression.

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… [3]

22 Write down a phrase from paragraph 2 which shows the writer’s view of 
depression.

……………………………………………………………………………………………… [1] 

23 From paragraph 2, state the two pieces of advice given by Doctor Jim to the 
writer.

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… [2]

24 From paragraph 3, in your own words, explain why the cast rotated.

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… [1]

25 From paragraphs 4 and 5, in your own words, explain why the writer thought 
that attending the Support Group was ‘depressing’ (line 12).

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… [2]

www.KiasuExamPaper.com

Mindworks Tuition

Need Home Tuition? Visit Mindworkstuition.com now or call 85000358 for assistance :) 
23



10

____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Canberra Secondary School     English Language 1128/2 
2012 Semestral Assessment 1                                     Secondary 2 Express 

26 From paragraphs 4 – 6, write down the phrases that have the same meaning as 
each description given below:

Description Phrase from text

[3]

Repeatedly telling details of

Gradually making one’s progress

Having a sad expression and 
looking thin

27 Why do you think Isaac was a ‘redeeming facet’ (line 22) to the writer?

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… [1]

28 Why do you think the writer and Isaac ‘communicated exclusively through sighs’ 
(line 25)?

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… [2]

29 From paragraph 9, what two pieces of equipment did the writer have as a result 
of her lungs being ‘not very good at being lungs’ (line 35)?

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… [2]

30 ‘A boy was staring at me. I was quite sure I had never seen him before. Tall and 
muscular, he dwarfed the plastic school chair he was sitting on.’ (lines 39 – 40)

With reference to the sentence above, what do you think is the meaning of 
‘dwarfed’?

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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……………………………………………………………………………………………… [1]

31 From paragraph 13, why did the writer have a ‘balloon for a head’ (line 46)?

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… [1]

32 Why do you think the writer ‘blushed’ (line 47)?

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… [1]

End of Paper
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Your best friend is planning her birthday 
party and has asked you for some ideas. 
You discovered Laser Clay Shooting while 
surfing the internet. You think it would be fun 
to organise a game as part of the birthday 
celebration.

Write an email to your best friend persuading 
her to include this activity as part of her 
birthday celebration. Your letter should 
include the following:

What the activity is about
Why this activity will be 
exciting and fun
What you can learn from the
activity
Who to invite to her birthday
party and when it would be
held

Write your letter in clear, accurate English 
and in an enthusiastic and persuasive tone.
You should use the information from the 
webpage and other information of your own. 
Use your own words as far as possible. 

Situation
Your best friend is planning her birthday 
party and has asked you for some ideas. 
You discovered Laser Clay Shooting while 
surfing the internet. You think it would be fun 
to organise a game as part of the birthday 
celebration.

Purpose  
persuading her to include this as part of her 
birthday celebration.

Audience
Your best friend

Tone
enthusiastic and persuasive tone

I am
A teenager

Content
What the activity is about

- Played with shotguns that fire infrared
beams at special flying targets, known as
clay targets

Why this activity will be exciting and fun
- Hear a simulated shotgun ‘bang’ when hit
- Scoreboard displays the points scored by
each gun
Get to shoot, have friendly competitions, see
who is the sharp shooter

What you can learn from the activity
- Improves patience, focus, perseverance
- Builds confidence and hand-eye
coordination
- Promotes quick thinking

Who to invite to her birthday party and
when it would be held

- Up to 5 players – closest friends
- Any time that is suitable e.g. weekend
around the birthday
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1 Write about a time when you were invited to participate in a festive occasion from 
another culture. What did you learn from your experience? 

Descriptive Narrative Personal 
Recount

Reflective Argumentative Discursive

Key words
Key focus

Invited to participate in a festive occasion from another culture
- E.g. Malay/Punjabi wedding, Deepavali celebration, Mid Autumn Festival (Chinese)
- Who invited – school, friends, relatives, neighbours etc

Recount and describe– What did you see there? 

What did you learn?
- importance of multi-racial harmony
- how interesting to learn more about another culture
- expand knowledge
- get to know your friend better

2 Write about an occasion when you did something nice for a family member. How did 
you feel? 

Descriptive Narrative Personal 
Recount

Reflective Argumentative Discursive

Key words
Key focus

Occasion/ you did something nice for a family member.

Narrative and Personal recount – Focus on: 
- One occasion
- Baked a cake, made a photo frame, threw a surprise party, packed a camping bag

etc
Family member
- parent, sibling, grandparent, cousin etc

Feeling
- when you were doing it
- after your family member reacted to it – e.g. surprise, happiness

3 Write about an incident when you felt you could do better if you had more time. What 
did you learn from this experience?

Descriptive Narrative Personal 
Recount

Reflective Argumentative Discursive

Key words
Key focus

An incident – you could do better, had more time
Personal recount – Focus on: 
Incident – project, assignment, performance, test etc. 
Do better
- couldn’t finish in time
- computer crashed
- lacked practice
- too many tests/homework

Feelings
Disappointed
Embarrassed 

Learning experience
- prepare earlier
- must take pride in your work
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4 Write about a time when you were given a large sum of money that turned out to be 
someone else's.  

Descriptive Narrative Personal 
Recount

Reflective Argumentative Discursive

Key words
Key focus

a time, given a large sum of money, someone else’s, resolve the situation 

given a large sum of money 
how much? $100, $1000? 

Who gave you that? 
Friend, family member, relative

Who did the money belong to?
Someone your friend bullied and extorted money from, parents 

Why?
Bullied, didn’t know that belonged to someone else, revenge etc

What happened in the end?
Returned the money, was scolded, punishment
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Date: _____________            Marks: /

10

Section A [10 marks]

Carefully read the text below, consisting of 12 lines, about slugs. The first and last lines are 
correct. For eight of the lines, there is one grammatical error in each line. There are two 
more lines with no errors.

If the line is incorrect, circle the incorrect word and write the correct word in the space 
provided.
The correct word you provide must not change the original meaning of the sentence.

Examples:

I arrived  to my destination at 2pm.                                                              ……at………

There are thousands of species of slugs that can be found all over the 

world. They are adapted to life on the ground and on the sea. Slugs 

play important role in natural ecosystems. They remove dead, decaying 

plant matter and serves as important sources of food for various 

species of animals. In many areas, slugs are classify as pests because 

they are able to serious damage garden plants and crops. Unlike 

snails, slugs do not have shells. Their entire bodies are covered in 

slime that facilitates movement on a ground and prevents injuries. 

Moving safely across rocks and other sharp objects such as razor 

blades is not an issue. Slugs usually stayed in the cool, moist 

underground tunnels. They emerge at night to feed on leaves, seed 

sprouts but decaying vegetation. Some species feed on other slugs 

1 … in (prep)

2 … roles (S/P)

3 serve (SV)… 

4 classified (VF)

5 … seriously (WF)  

6 …

7 the (article)

8 …

9 stay (T)  

10… and (conj)
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Name: ______________________________________ (          ) Class: ________

READ THESE INSTRUCTIONS FIRST

Write in dark blue or black ink pen on both sides of the paper.
Do not use staples, paper clips, glue or correction fluid.

Answer all questions.
Write your answers in the Question Booklet.

The Insert contains the texts for all sections.

The number of marks is given in brackets [ ] at the end of each question or part question.

Do not turn over the paper until you are told to do so.

FOR MARKER’S USE
Marks 

Awarded
Max 

Marks

Section A 10

Section B 20

Section C 20

Total 50
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Section A [10 marks]

Refer to Text 1 on page 2 of the Insert for Questions 1 – 4.

1 Who is the target audience of this poster?  

General public who is above 16 years old and healthy [1]

2 What is the purpose of this poster? 

The purpose is to encourage the target audience/people/reader/viewer to 

attend the blood donation drive. [“General public” is not allowed.] [1] 

3 Write down the sentence that suggests that potential blood donors must 
provide identification before being allowed to donate blood. 

‘Do bring along your NRIC/Passports or Work-permits for registration.’ [1]

4 The poster creates the effect of friendliness and persuasiveness. Which two
features of the poster create this effect? Tick the boxes beside the features you 
have chosen.  

Tick Features

“Give blood. Save Lives.” is in a large font.

Organised by Lifelong Learning Institute

29th September 2015 at Lifelong Learning Institute

Picture of smiling blood drop with open arms [2]
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Refer to Text 2 on page 3 of the Insert for Questions 5 – 8.

5 What is the purpose of this poster? 

To encourage the general public to take action to save big cats OR

To join the Big Cats initiative

[1] 

6 From the paragraph at the bottom of the page, what are the two specific 
measures that can save the jungle cats?
  
on-the-ground research and innovative conservation projects

[1]  

7 Quote one sentence from the poster that summarises the message of the 
poster. 

“big cats are in trouble and need our help.” [1]  

8 How does the picture support the message of the poster? 
  
The picture shows a big cat holding a sign, “Jungle Cat without a jungle”. This 
supports the message by getting the reader to reflect on how the big cats are 
losing their home and invoke sympathy from the reader/for the big cats. 

[1]  

[1] 
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Section B [20 marks]

Refer to Text 3 on page 4 of the insert for Questions 9 – 20.

9 The comment `the peak of autumn had passed….’ (line 3) by the writer 

suggests a change of season. Quote two examples that indicate this change.

Example 1: The needles on the larch trees had turned a drab straw color.

Example 2: The needles were falling off in abundance.

[1] 
[1] 

10 What does the word `painstakingly' (line 7) suggests about the journey up the 
slope?

The journey up the slope was difficult/not easy [1]

11 With reference to paragraph 2, in your own words, explain why the writer 

and his friends were preparing to scramble back.

They were preparing to scramble back because it was going to be night soon. 
[cannot use darkness approaching]

[1]

12 (i)  From paragraph 3, state the function of the sheep’s coat.

They acted as perfect camouflage, blending in with the dark and gloomy horizon 
behind them. 

[1]
(ii)  Why do you think this function helps the snow sheep? 

It prevents them from being seen by predators / allows them to hide from 
predators.

[1]

13 Why do you think the writer “froze” (line 16)?

I think the writer did not want to frighten off the sheep away OR  
The writer did not want to be seen by the sheep. [1]

14 What does “we locked eyes” (line 17) mean?

The writer and the sheep were staring at each other OR  
looking at each other very closely/made eye contact.

[1]
15 The `search for snow sheep' was challenging. Fill in the boxes with details from 

the passage that describe the various challenges.
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Source of challenges Details from passage 

Terrain (Paragraph 1) Rugged and forbidding OR Snow covered

Physical attributes of the 
snow sheep (Paragraph 3)

50 kilograms, with short, thick horns OR nimble 
OR greyish coat.

Weather (Paragraph 4) Biting wind

[1] 

[1] 

[1] 

16 Quote a word/phrase from paragraphs 5 - 6 that has the same meaning as 

the following word/phrase.

Word/phrase Word/phrase from the passage with the 
same meaning

sneak upon creep up (line 28)

Stayed at a place for some 
time lingered (line 35)

  

[2] 

17 With reference to paragraph 6, how did the sheep react when they noticed the 
writer and his friends?

The rams’ powerful torsos went taut with alarm and they stood like statues.  [1] 

18 What does the word “oblivious” (line 35) suggest about the sheep?

The word, “oblivious” suggests that the ewes and the lamb were not aware of 
the writer. [1]

19 Write down a phrase of three consecutive words in paragraph 7 that shows the 
writer chased after the sheep.

The phrase is “hustled after them” [1]

20
apprehension grief contentment
understanding confidence excitement
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Paragraph 2: Excitement
Paragraph 4: Confidence                              
Paragraph 5: Contentment
Paragraph 6: Apprehension                                            

[1]
[1] 
[1] 
[1] 

Section C [20 marks]

Refer to Text 4 on page 5 of the Insert for Questions 21 – 32.

21 From paragraph 1, give three reasons why the writer’s mother thought the writer 
suffered from depression.

Reason 1: rarely left the house
Reason 2: ate infrequently
Reason 3: devoted quite a bit of my abundant free time to thinking about my 
death
Reason 4: read the same book over and over
Reason 5: spent a lot of time in bed

[1] 
[1] 

[1] 

22 From paragraph 2, write down a phrase which shows the author’s view of 
depression.

“side effect of dying” [1]

23 From paragraph 2, state the two pieces of advice given by Doctor Jim to the 
writer.

Advice 1: The writer’s medicine dosage should be adjusted.
Advice 2: The writer should attend a weekly Support Group.

[1] 
[1]

24 From paragraph 3, in your own words, explain why the cast rotated.

The cast rotated because some members have passed away/lost the battle to 
cancer. [1]

25 From paragraphs 4 and 5, in your own words, explain why the writer thought 
that attending the Support Group was “depressing” (line 12).

It was because what was carried out during the sessions were repetitive (1); and 
everybody told sad stories to each other (1). 

[1] 

[1]
26 From paragraph 4 – 6, write down the phrases that have the same meaning as 

each description given below:

Description Phrase from text
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[3] 

Repeatedly telling details of recount for the thousandth time

Gradually making one’s progress slowly working his way

Having a sad expression and looking 
thin long-faced and skinny

27 From paragraph 6, why do you think Isaac was a “redeeming facet” (line 22) to 
the writer?

The writer viewed Isaac as the only reason to go for the sessions / The writer 
enjoyed meeting Isaac even though she did not enjoy the sessions. 

[1] 

28 From paragraph 7, why do you think the writer and Isaac “communicated 
exclusively through sighs” (line 25)?

It is because both of them did not want to be at the Support Group meeting and 
they did not want others to know that they felt that way / did not know enough 
about each other to strike up a conversation / did not have an opportunity to 
strike up a conversation / rude to interrupt (any other logical answer)

[1] 
[1] 

29 From paragraph 9, what two pieces of equipment did the writer have as a result 
of her lungs being “not very good at being lungs” (line 35)?

The writer had an oxygen tank, which she had to wheel around everywhere she 
went, and a transparent tube that delivered oxygen to the writer’s nostrils.

[1] 
[1]

30 “A boy was staring at me. I was quite sure I had never seen him before. Tall and 
muscular, he dwarfed the plastic school chair he was sitting on.” (lines 39 – 40)

With reference to the sentence above, what do you think is the meaning of 
‘dwarfed’?

It means that the boy made the chair look small. [1]

31 From paragraph 13, why did the writer have a “balloon for a head” (line 46)?

It was because she had very puffy cheeks. [1] 

32 Why do you think the writer “blushed” (line 47)?

I think the writer blushed because the boy continued staring at her/ She felt shy 
because of the boy’s attention / She felt embarrassed from the boy’s staring 
(other logical answers can also be accepted)

[1] 

www.KiasuExamPaper.com

et” (l

r the sessionononononons ss / ThThThTTT e wr
t enjoy thhheeeeee sesesesesesessssssssssssioioioioioionsnsnsnsnsns. 

he writer anddd IIIIIIIIsasasassasasaaasasaaaaasaaasaasasasasasasaasaasasasasasasasaaasaasaaaaaacacacacacacaaaacaacaaccacacaccccacaaaccaacacacacaaaaccacaaaaaccaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa “““““““““““““““““cococococococcccccccccccccccc mmmununununununicicicicicicatatatatatatedededededed
5)?

m didddd nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnotoo wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwananaaaaaaaaaaaaa t to bbbbbbbbbbbbbbe e e eeeeeeeeee ataaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa theheheheheheeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSuuuuuuuuuupuuuuu poooooorrrrrtr GGGGGGroupupupupupup mmmmmmeeeeeee tinggggg aaaaaandnnnnn
hers toooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo knknknknknknknkknknknknknknkknknknknkknknknknknknknknnnnnknnnknnnnnnnnkkkkkkkkkkk owowowowowowowowowowoowowowoowowowooowowowoooowooooowowwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwww tttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttthahaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaat tttttt thththththththttthththttt ey feleleleeeeleleeeeeleeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee t thttttttt at way / ddddddidididididid nnnnnnot kkkkkknonononononow enenenenennououououououghghghghghgh

er to strikeeeeeeeeee uuuuuup p ppppppppppppp ppppppppppppppp pppppppppppp a a aaa aaaa cococoocococoooocococooocococoooocoocococococococoocoocccococccccocccccccooc nvnvnvnnvnnnnnvnvnnvnvnnvnvnvnnvnvnnnnnvnvnvnvnvnvnvnvvvvnvnvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvererererererereerererererererrerererrrrrrrrsasasasaaasaasaaaaaaaaaaaaasaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaatitittttttttttttttt ononononononnononnonononnonononnonnnnononnononnnononnononononnononnnnonnooooo ///////////////////////////// ddid not havvvvvveeeeee aaaaaan oppppppporrrrrrrtutututututuninininininitytytytytyty tttttto 
converrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrsasasassssasassssssssssssssss tititititittttitititittitititittttttttititiitiiiiiiiiiiionooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo  / rrududududududududududududuuduududuuduuududududuuuuduuududududdddddddddeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee totottttotototototototototototototootototottt iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiintntntntnntnnnntnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn ereeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee ruuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuptptptptptptptptptptppppptptppppppttppptpptptpppppptppptttptptpptttpppp (((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((aany y ototottotootoootottototototottotototottototototottototootooootooooooootooooottotototootottotttotothhehhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh r logiiiiiicacacacacacallll l answswswswswswswerererererer))))))

rom parararararararararararararrararraraaaaraarrraaaaaaaagaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa rarrarararararararararararararararapphphppppppppppp  9,, whwhwhwhwwwhwhwhwwwwwhwwhwwwhwhwhwwhwwwwwwwwwwhwwhhwwww atataatatatttatatattttataatataaata    twtwtwtwtwwtwtwtwtwtwtwtwtwtwtwtwwtwtwwwtwwtwwwtwwwwwttttttttttt oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo pipipipipipippipiipipipipipppipipipppipipppppipppppppipiiecececececececececececcececececcececceccccceceeeeecceccceceeeeeeeecccece eeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeeeeeeeee  of f ff ffffffffffffffffffffffffff eqeqeeqeqeqeqeqeqeqeeqeqeqeqeqeqqeqeqqeqeqqqeqeqqeqqeqqeqeeeeqqqeqqeqqeeeeeeeeeee uiuiuiuiuiuiuuiuiuiuiuiuuiuiuiuiuuuuiuuiuuuuiuuiuiuuuiiuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu pmpmpmppmpmpmpmmpmmpmppmpmpmpmmpppmpmmpmpmpmpmmppmpmmmpmmppmpmpmmppmmmmpmmpmpmpmppppmpmpmmmpmpmmpppp eneneneenenenneneeeeneneneneeenenennneenenneneneneenenneeeeneeneeeeeeeeeee t tt did ththththththe eeeee wrwrwrwrwrwriter ha
of hhhhhher llllllllllllununununununununununnunununununnuunununnununnunnnnnnnnnnnnnnnngs bbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbeieieieieieieieieieieiieeeeeee nngnnnnnnnnnnnn “““““““““““““““““““““““““““nonoooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooot tttttttttttt veryyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy gggggggggggggggggggggooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooood dddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddd atattatatttattatatatattattatattatatattatattatatatattaaataatataaaaaatataaaatattaataaaat bbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbeieiiieieieiiiieiieieieiiieeeeee ngngngngnggngngnggngngnggnnggnngggngngggggggggggggggggggg lllllllllllllllllllllllllllunuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu gs” (l((((( inininininine e eee e 3535353535353 )?

Theeeeeeeeeeeeee wrwrwrwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwrwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwww ititititittitittititititttitititttititittttitittitittiitttittitiiii erererererererereeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee hhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhadadadaaaaadaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaddd aannnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn ooxoxooxoxoxoxoxoxoooxoooooooooooooooo yggggggggggenenennenenenenennnenenenenennnenenenennenennenennnennennnnnennennneeenenneenennneneeeneneeeeeee tttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttanananananananananananaanaananananananaaaananananananaaaaaa kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk,, ,,,, which shshshshshshe e e e ee hahahahahahadddddd to wh
wentttttttttttttt,,,,,,,,,,,,, ananaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa d a a trtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrttrtrtrtrttrtrtrttttrtrttrtttrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrananaaaananananaananaaaana spppppppppppppppppppppppppppararaaaaaraararaaaarrrraaararararrarrraaaraararararrrraraaararararrraraarrararraarrenenenenenenenennenenenenenenennnenennnnnneneeeee tt ttttttttttttttttt tututututututuuutututututuuutuutuuutubebebebebebeebebeebebebebebebeeebeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee ttttththttttttththttttthhttttttttttt at delelelelelelivivivivivverererererered oxy

oy wawawawawawawawawawawawawawawawawawwawwwawwwawaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaas sssssss ststtststststtstttstststtttststtttttttststttsstststttsstararaaaraararararararaararararararaaraaraararararaararaaraarrrrrrrrrrrininininininiinnininininininininiinininiinininnninninnnnnniiiiiii ggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggg atatatatatatatatatatatatatattatattatatatataaatatatatattatatataaaaaaatatattttaattttat mmme. I wwwwwwasasasasasas qqqqqquite s
ularrrrrrrrrrrrrr,,,,,,,,,, hhhhehehehehehehehhehehehehehehehehhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh ddddddddddddddddddwawawawwawawawawawawwwaawawwawwwaawawwwwwawawwwawawawawwawwawwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwww rffed ttttthehehehehehe pppppplalllll stic s

erencececececececc tttttto o o o o o ththththththe sent
?

37

Mindworks Tuition

Need Home Tuition? Visit Mindworkstuition.com now or call 85000358 for assistance :) 
37



www.KiasuExamPaper.com

Mindworks Tuition

Need Home Tuition? Visit Mindworkstuition.com now or call 85000358 for assistance :) 
38



Name: _________________________________ Register Number: ______ 

Class: ______

Clementi Town Secondary School
Mid-Year Examination 2017

Secondary 1 Express

ENGLISH LANGUAGE 1128/01
Paper 1 Writing 24 April 2017

1 hour 30 minutes

Additional Materials provided: Answer Paper

CLEMENTI TOWN SECONDARY SCHOOL CLEMENTI TOWN SECONDARY SCHOOL CLEMENTI TOWN SECONDARY SCHOOL CLEMENTI TOWN SECONDARY SCHOOL
CLEMENTI TOWN SECONDARY SCHOOL CLEMENTI TOWN SECONDARY SCHOOL CLEMENTI TOWN SECONDARY SCHOOL CLEMENTI TOWN SECONDARY SCHOOL
CLEMENTI TOWN SECONDARY SCHOOL CLEMENTI TOWN SECONDARY SCHOOL CLEMENTI TOWN SECONDARY SCHOOL CLEMENTI TOWN SECONDARY SCHOOL
CLEMENTI TOWN SECONDARY SCHOOL CLEMENTI TOWN SECONDARY SCHOOL CLEMENTI TOWN SECONDARY SCHOOL CLEMENTI TOWN SECONDARY SCHOOL
CLEMENTI TOWN SECONDARY SCHOOL CLEMENTI TOWN SECONDARY SCHOOL CLEMENTI TOWN SECONDARY SCHOOL CLEMENTI TOWN SECONDARY SCHOOL

READ THESE INSTRUCTIONS FIRST

Do not open the booklets until you are told to do so.
Write your name, register number and class on all the work you hand in.
Write in dark blue or black pen on both sides of the answer paper. 
Do not use staples, paper clips, highlighters, glue or correction fluid. 

Write your name, class and index number in the spaces provided on the Answer Paper.

Answer both Section A and Section B. 

Write your answers on the separate Answer Paper provided. 

At the end of the examination, hand in Section A and Section B separately.

This question paper consists of 3 printed pages, including this cover page.

[Turn over]

For Examiner’s Use

39

Mindworks Tuition

Need Home Tuition? Visit Mindworkstuition.com now or call 85000358 for assistance :) 
39



2

Section A [30 marks]

You are advised to write between 200 and 350 words on one of the following topics.

At the head of your composition, write the number of the topic you have chosen.

1 Write about an occasion when you had to make a difficult decision. 

2 Write about an experience with your family doing something you all enjoyed.

3 “CCAs are just as important as achieving good academic results.” Do you agree?

4 Explain how being adaptable can help a person in his/her life.

Section B [30 marks]

Begin your answer on a fresh page.

You are advised to write between 150 and 250 words for this section.

You should look at the printout of a poster on page 3, study the information carefully and 
plan your answer before beginning to write.

During the year-end holidays last year, you participated in Slide the City where you 
enjoyed yourself thoroughly in the charity event filled with live music, food and 
entertainment.

After sharing the experience with your friend who is working on the school’s newsletter, he 
has invited you to write a report about your experience at the event to promote the event to 
your peers in the school.

In your report, you should include the following information:

- when and where the activities were held
- what some of the activities were
- which activity you would recommend and why
- why others should take part in Slide the City this year

Write your report in clear, accurate English with an enthusiastic tone so as to interest your 
readers.

You should use your own words as much as possible.
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25 – 27 November 2016 The Float @ Marina Bay

Water Slides! 
We are bringing over 1000 feet of 
slides to brighten your city streets. 
Yeah, that’s over 3 football fields.
Usain Bolt will be green with envy 
once he sees how fast you can cover 
that much ground.

Carnival Booths!
Take part in classics such as “Balloon 
and Dart” or “Ring the Bell” for a chance 
to bring our very own mascot Perry the 
Penguin home! All proceeds from the 
carnival games go to Club Rainbow 
Singapore.

Photo Booth!
Want a photo for memories sake? 
Now you don’t have to worry about 
your phones getting wet with our free 
photo booth! Children below the age 
of 12 can also get their faces painted
for free! 

And MORE!
Never a dull moment with the live band 
performances, and never go hungry 
with the variety of food and drinks 
available from our friendly vendors!
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______________________________________________________________________________________
This Question Paper consists of 11 printed pages.

        [Turn over]

For Examiner’s Use

Mindworks Tuition

Need Home Tuition? Visit Mindworkstuition.com now or call 85000358 for assistance :) 
42



2

Section A: Grammar and Usage [30 marks]

Part 1: Tenses [10 marks]

Carefully read the text below, consisting of 12 lines, about Joseph Schooling being 
an inspiration to aspiring kids. The first and the last lines are correct. For EIGHT of 
the lines, there is one error in tenses in each line. There are two more lines with no 
errors.

If there is no error in a line, put a tick ( ) in the space provided.
If the line is incorrect, circle the incorrect word and write the correct word in the 
space provided.
The correct word you provide must not change the original meaning of the 
sentence.

Examples:

Last Friday, we   celebrate   my father’s birthday.                   celebrated _            

John is now the best badminton player.            ____ ___

On August 13, Singaporeans were transfixed for 50.39 seconds, as 

Joseph Schooling beat Michael Phelps, his childhood idol, in a historic 

victory at the Rio Olympics. A picture of 13-year-old Schooling with 

Phelps was share on the Facebook. The term ‘Schooling effect’ was 

coined to described the inspirational quality of his win. The journey to 

the top was a tale of toil and dedication--Schooling’s parents shoulder

a burden both mentally and financially as they support their only son’s 

dream. They had spend more than $1million to pay for his education 

and training. May, Mother of Schooling said, ”We were glad that 

Joseph can brought some hope to the aspiring kids and get them to do 

what they want to do. By believing in Joseph, we had shown that it is 

not impossible to get to the top of the world.”

1. ___________

2. ___________

3. ___________

4. ___________

5. ___________

6. ___________

7. ___________

8. ___________

9. ___________

10.__________

Adapted from The Straits Times Nov 2016
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Part 2: Prepositions [10 marks]

Carefully read the text below, consisting of 12 lines, about the reunion of a woman 
with her rescuer after 36 years. The first and the last lines are correct. For EIGHT of 
the lines, there is one error in prepositions in each line. There are two more lines 
with no errors.

If there is no error in a line, put a tick ( ) in the space provided.
If the line is incorrect, circle the incorrect word and write the correct word in the 
space provided.
The correct word you provide must not change the original meaning of the 
sentence.

Examples:

The famous actress soon arrived   to   the airport. at

Monica kept her toy bear under her bed.            ____ ______

Early on Friday morning, Yen Siow and her family headed to Changi 

Airport. They were armed by placards, waiting to welcome a Norwegian 

man named Mr Bernard whom she had met 36 years ago. On October 

1980, she was one of the refugees who fled in boats along the South 

China Sea. Adrift and in the verge of death while crowded with 81

others in a flimsy boat, she was finally rescued to an oil tanker. The 

ship’s crew, including Mr Bernard, eventually found a temporary refuge

with them. She resettled in Australia after her four-month stay in the 

refugee camp. “The profound kindness in Mr Bernard’s action really 

touches my heart,” Yen Siow said. Just as her benefactor, Mr Bernard, 

entered the Arrival Hall, Ms Siow wrapped him on a long hug and 

introduced her family.

1.___________

2.___________

3.___________

4.___________

5.___________

6.___________

7.___________

8.___________

9.___________

10.__________

Adapted from The Straits Times Oct 2016
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Part 3: Word Forms [5 marks]

Carefully read the text below, consisting of 7 lines, about the use of common spaces 
in public apartment blocks. The first and the last lines are correct. For FOUR of the 
lines, there is one error in word forms in each line. There is one line with no error.

If there is no error in a line, put a tick ( ) in the space provided.
If the line is incorrect, circle the incorrect word and write the correct word in the 
space provided.
The correct word you provide must not change the original meaning of the 
sentence.

Examples:

Jack is a   responsibility   monitor.                         responsible__       

He was happy when he was promoted. ____ ______

Common spaces such as parks and void decks can be better utilised 

as part of the effort to encourage educating beyond the classrooms. 

These spaces could help to make not only the environment beauty but 

could also help in educating the residents. The open spaces below 

public apartment blocks could be purposeful used as information 

centres to educate the people on issues such as how the year haze 

comes about and steps we can take to counter it.                         

1.____________

2.____________

3.____________

4.____________

5.____________

Adapted from Today Nov 2016
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Part 4: Connectives/Coordinating Conjunctions [5 marks]

Carefully read the text below, consisting of 7 lines, about how a family was 
determined to bounce back after a ravaging fire. The first and the last lines are 
correct. For FOUR of the lines, there is one error in conjunctions/connectives in 
each line. There is one line with no error.

If there is no error in a line, put a tick ( ) in the space provided.
If the line is incorrect, circle the incorrect word and write the correct word in the 
space provided.
The correct word you provide must not change the original meaning of the 
sentence.

Examples:

He was tired   therefore   he slept late last night.           __because____

She had no appetite so she did not eat her dinner.          ____ ________

Mr Soh’s father became a hawker in 1991, running his halal 

Western food stall at Block 493 coffee shop. After the October 11 

fire which ravaged the whole coffee shop, customers would flock 

to his stall from afar. “My family is what it is today despite of my 

dad’s stall. It has helped put me but my brother through 

university. The fire is definitely a setback for us because I’m sure 

we can bounce back!” Mr Soh said in a confident tone.                       

1.__ ___________

2.___ __________

3._____________

4.______ ______

5._____________

Adapted from The Straits Times Oct 2016
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Section B: Comprehension [20 marks]

Read the passage and then write your answers on the space provided. Mistakes in 
spelling, grammar and punctuation may be penalised in any part of the paper. 

The narrative described the encounter of a village girl, Dawan, with a flowergirl at the 
marketplace.

1 In the gentle light of dawn, the marketplace looked very busy and crowded. 
Dawan stood on the edge of the crowd hesitantly. She had never been to a 
market by herself before, since her mother and grandmother had always 
accompanied her on the special festival days when she had begged to go.

2 She looked around to see if anyone had noticed that she was feeling uneasy 
but the peddlers were all engrossed in their own affairs, counting coins and 
rearranging their wares. Reassured, Dawan looked around for a flower stall, 
and saw a fat man perched rather precariously on a wooden stool, guarding 
his buckets of flowers. Timidly, Dawan approached him and asked for a lotus 
bud. That fat man, without looking up, replied gruffly, “Twenty pennies.”

5

10

3 Dawan only had the ten pennies that her father gave her weekly. She 
doubted if the fat man would sell it to her. Then she remembered her mother 
always bargained heatedly before she bought anything at the market, and so 
she said, “Ten pennies.” This time, the fat man stared at her and growled, 
“Twenty pennies, take it or leave it!” 15

4 As she was about to walk away, she heard a girlish voice call from behind 
her. “Wait, you can have one of my lotus buds!”

5 Dawan turned around, and saw a young girl surrounded by a bucket of lotus 
buds. Bending down eagerly, Dawan chose the freshest lotus. “Can I have 
this for ten pennies?” she asked. 

“Sure. I picked these from the river myself every morning, so they don’t cost 
me anything,” the girl replied cheerfully. “Just take the flower for free. These 
flowers are not really mine.”

“Well, if they’re not yours, how come you’re selling them then?” Dawan 
challenged.

20

25

6 In a sour note, the flowergirl explained that her parents wanted her to help
sell the flowers in the marketplace since she hated having to spend all her 
time around the baby and the cooking and the washing.
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7 Dawan looked uncertainly at the flowergirl and offered to pay her again, 
feeling strongly that since the girl picked the lotus, she should be paid.

“Sure, I picked the flower, but I didn’t make it. The mud held its roots, the 
water gave it life and the sun made it beautiful. Why don’t you go throw your 
coin in the river or bury it in the mud if you really feel like you have to pay 
something?” There was a touch of defiance in the girl’s twinkling eyes that 
Dawan both respected and liked.

30

35

8 At that moment, Dawan suddenly decided to share the secret of her mission 
with this new-found friend. She confided that she was visiting the head monk 
that day to consult him about her schooling.

“Your schooling? You go to classes? What’s it like learning...books and 
stuff?” There was a grudging curiosity in the flowergirl’s voice. 40

9 Dawan started to answer in a fervent manner about schooling, telling her of 
the storybooks they read, of the new ideas explained to them and of the 
sums they could do. The flowergirl was listening to her intently, a frank 
longing in her eyes.

10 As Dawan finished her extolment on schooling, the flowergirl looked at her, 
straight in the eyes and announced triumphantly, “You are Dawan, aren’t 
you? You are the one who won the school scholarship!” Without waiting for 
any confirmation, she reached out and brushed aside the hair on Dawan’s 
forehead and scrutinized the exposed forehead.

45

11 Dawan pulled away, embarrassed. Then thoughtfully, Dawan stroke her own 
cheek with the tip of the lotus bud. She mused that people were not born 
smarter or dumber than one another. It was the way different chances had
been given or denied people that made them so different. She was thankful 
that she could read now only because she was given a chance to, when her
brother helped talk their father into letting her study years ago.

50

55

12 At this, the flowergirl griped that her brother would never do anything for her. 
Speaking slowly, Dawan grunted that her brother was becoming like all the 
other brothers too. She told the flowergirl of how her brother, Kwai, had 
placed second on the recent examinations , and was probably going to tell 
their father about it soon, so that she would be forbidden to accept the 
scholarship and go study abroad. She might be forced to forgo the 
opportunity for him instead. 

60
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13 The flowergirl listened wide-eyed and indignant. She demanded that Dawan 
do something about it.

Dawan lifted up her lotus flower and retorted, “What do you think I’m going to 
see the head monk for, silly?”

The flowergirl smiled as she watched Dawan disappear in the crowd.

65

Adapted from “Sing to the Dawn” by Minfong Ho
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       Answer all the questions.
NOTE: When a question asks you to answer in your own words, YOU MUST 
NOT COPY THE WORDS IN THE PASSAGE IN YOUR ANSWER. 

1. Explain clearly why Dawan stood ‘hesitantly’ (line 2) in the midst of the crowd. [1]

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

2. Quote a word from Paragraph 2 which shows how Dawan felt as she looked 
around the marketplace. 

[1]

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

3. What ‘own affairs’ (line 6) were the peddlers occupied with? [1]

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

4. Dawan saw ‘a fat man perched rather precariously on a wooden stool’ (line
8).What does the word ‘precariously’ suggest about the way the fat man sat?

[1]

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

5. Quote a word from Paragraph 2 which reflects the fat man’s rough and harsh 
manners towards Dawan.

[1]

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

6. Explain, in your own words, what Dawan’s mother always did before she 
purchased anything at the market.

[2]

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

7. Why did the young girl offer to give the lotus bud to Dawan for free? [1]

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________
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8. According to the flowergirl, how did she end up selling the flowers in the 
marketplace?

[1]

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

9. In Paragraph 7, the flowergirl responded to Dawan, ‘Sure, I picked the flower, 
but I didn’t make it.’ What was her explanation for saying so?

[1]

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

10. Using your own words, explain what Dawan admired about the flowergirl. [2]

11.

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

What was the secret mission Dawan was referring to in line 36?

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

[1]

12. What does the word, ‘fervent’ (line 41) show about Dawan’s attitude towards 
schooling?

[1]

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

13. Quote a phrase from Paragraph 9 that reflects the flowergirl’s sincere 
yearning to know more as she listened to Dawan’s talk about schooling.

[1]

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

14. In your own words, describe what the flowergirl did when she realised that 
Dawan was the girl who had won the school scholarship.

[2]

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

Mindworks Tuition

Need Home Tuition? Visit Mindworkstuition.com now or call 85000358 for assistance :) 
51



11

15. What help did Dawan’s brother provide initially in her pursuit of education? [1]

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

16. What would happen to Dawan if her brother, Kwai, told their father about him 
being placed second on the recent examinations?

[1]

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

17. What does the word ‘indignant’ in line 63 tell us about the flowergirl’s feelings 
after hearing Dawan’s lament about her brother?

[1]

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

                                                   
End of paper
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Section A: Grammar and Usage [30 marks]

Part 1: Tenses and Verb Forms [10 marks]

Carefully read the text below, consisting of 12 lines, about Joseph Schooling being 
an inspiration to aspiring kids. The first and the last lines are correct. For EIGHT of 
the lines, there is one error in tenses and verb forms in each line. There are two more 
lines with no errors.

If there is no error in a line, put a tick ( ) in the space provided.
If the line is incorrect, circle the incorrect word and write the correct word in the space 
provided.
The correct word you provide must not change the original meaning of the sentence.

Examples:

Last Friday, we   celebrate   my father’s birthday.                        celebrated _            

John is now the best badminton player.                  ____ ___

On August 13, Singaporeans were transfixed for 50.39 seconds, as 

Joseph Schooling beat Michael Phelps, his childhood idol, in a historic 

victory at the Rio Olympics. A picture of 13-year-old Schooling with 

Phelps was share on the Facebook. The term ‘Schooling effect’ was 

coined to described the inspirational quality of his win. The journey to the 

top was a tale of toil and dedication--Schooling’s parents shoulder a

burden both mentally and financially as they support their only son’s 

dream. They had spend more than $1million to pay for his education and 

training. May, Mother of Schooling said, ”We were glad that Joseph can 

brought some hope to the aspiring kids and get them to do what they 

want to do. By believing in Joseph, we had shown that it is not impossible 

to get to the top of the world.” 

1. ____ ______

2. ______ ____

3. ___shared__

4. __describe_ 

5. __shouldered

6. __supported

7. __spent____

8. __are______

9. __bring____

10.__have____

Adapted from The Straits Times Nov 2016
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Part 2: Prepositions [10 marks]

Carefully read the text below, consisting of 12 lines, about the reunion of a woman 
with her rescuer after 36 years. The first and the last lines are correct. For EIGHT of 
the lines, there is one error in prepositions in each line. There are two more lines with 
no errors.

If there is no error in a line, put a tick ( ) in the space provided.
If the line is incorrect, circle the incorrect word and write the correct word in the space 
provided.
The correct word you provide must not change the original meaning of the sentence.

Examples:

The famous actress soon arrived   to   the airport.     at  
  
Monica kept her toy bear under her bed.               ____ ______

Early on Friday morning, Yen Siow and her family headed to Changi 

Airport. They were armed by placards, waiting to welcome a Norwegian 

man named Mr Bernard whom she had met 36 years ago. On October 

1980, she was one of the refugees who fled in boats along the South 

China Sea. Adrift and in the verge of death while crowded with 81    

others in a flimsy boat, she was finally rescued to an oil tanker. The

ship’s crew, including Mr Bernard, eventually found a temporary refuge

with them. She resettled in Australia after her four-month stay in the 

refugee camp. “The profound kindness in Mr Bernard’s action really 

touches my heart,” Yen Siow said. Just as her benefactor, Mr Bernard, 

entered the Arrival Hall, Ms Siow wrapped him on a long hug and 

introduced her family to him.

1.___with____

2.____In_____

3.___across__

4.____on_____ 

5.____by_____

6._____ ____

7.____for____

8._____of____

9.____ _____

10.____in____

Adapted from The Straits Times Oct 2016
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Part 3: Word Forms [5 marks]

Carefully read the text below, consisting of 7 lines, about the use of common spaces 
in public apartment blocks. The first and the last lines are correct. For FOUR of the 
lines, there is one error in word forms in each line. There is one line with no error.

If there is no error in a line, put a tick ( ) in the space provided.
If the line is incorrect, circle the incorrect word and write the correct word in the space 
provided.
The correct word you provide must not change the original meaning of the sentence.

Examples:

Jack is a   responsibility   monitor.                            responsible__       

He was happy when he was promoted.      ____ ______

Common spaces such as parks and void decks can be better utilised as 

part of the effort to encourage educating beyond the classrooms. These 

spaces could help to make not only the environment beauty but could

also help in educating the residents. The open spaces below public 

apartment blocks could be purposeful used as information centres to 

educate the people on issues such as how the year haze comes about

and steps we can take to counter it.                         

1.__education_ 

2.__beautiful_ 

3.____ _____

4._purposefully

5.__yearly____

Adapted from Today Nov 2016
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Part 4: Connectives/Coordinating Conjunctions [5 marks]

Carefully read the text below, consisting of 7 lines, about how a family was determined 
to bounce back after a ravaging fire. The first and the last lines are correct. For FOUR
of the lines, there is one error in conjunctions/connectives in each line. There is one 
line with no error. 

If there is no error in a line, put a tick ( ) in the space provided.
If the line is incorrect, circle the incorrect word and write the correct word in the space 
provided.
The correct word you provide must not change the original meaning of the sentence.

Examples:

He was tired   therefore   he slept late last night.             __because____

She had no appetite so she did not eat her dinner.             ____ ________
     

Mr Soh’s father became a hawker in 1991, running his halal 

Western food stall at Block 493 coffee shop. After the October 11 

fire which ravaged the whole coffee shop, customers would flock 

to his stall from afar. “My family is what it is today despite of my 

dad’s stall. It has helped put me but my brother through university. 

The fire is definitely a setback for us because I’m sure we can 

bounce back!” Mr Soh said in a confident tone.                        

1.__ Before_____

2.___ __ ________

3.___because___

4.___and ______

5.___but_______

Adapted from The Straits Times Oct 2016
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Section B: Comprehension [20 marks]

Read the passage and then write your answers on the space provided. Mistakes in 
spelling, grammar and punctuation may be penalised in any part of the paper. 

The narrative described the encounter of a village girl, Dawan, with a flowergirl at the 
marketplace.

1 In the gentle light of dawn, the marketplace looked very busy and crowded. 
Dawan stood on the edge of the crowd hesitantly. She had never been to a 
market by herself before, since her mother and grandmother had always 
accompanied her on the special festival days when she had begged to go.

2 She looked around to see if anyone had noticed that she was feeling uneasy 
but the peddlers were all engrossed in their own affairs, counting coins and 
rearranging their wares. Reassured, Dawan looked around for a flower stall, 
and saw a fat man perched rather precariously on a wooden stool, guarding 
his buckets of flowers. Timidly, Dawan approached him and asked for a lotus 
bud. That fat man, without looking up, replied gruffly, “Twenty pennies.”

5

10

3 Dawan only had the ten pennies that her father gave her weekly. She doubted 
if the fat man would sell it to her. Then she remembered her mother always 
bargained heatedly before she bought anything at the market, and so she said, 
“Ten pennies.” This time, the fat man stared at her and growled, “Twenty 
pennies, take it or leave it!” 15

4 As she was about to walk away, she heard a girlish voice call from behind her. 
“Wait, you can have one of my lotus buds!”

5 Dawan turned around, and saw a young girl surrounded by a bucket of lotus 
buds. Bending down eagerly, Dawan chose the freshest lotus. “Can I have this 
for ten pennies?” she asked. 

“Sure. I picked these from the river myself every morning, so they don’t cost 
me anything,” the girl replied cheerfully. “Just take the flower for free. These 
flowers are not really mine.”

“Well, if they’re not yours, how come you’re selling them then?” Dawan 
challenged. 

20

25

6 In a sour note, the flowergirl explained that her parents wanted her to help sell 
the flowers in the marketplace since she hated having to spend all her time 
around her baby brother and the cooking and the washing.
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7 Dawan looked uncertainly at the flowergirl and offered to pay her again, feeling 
strongly that since the girl picked the lotus, she should be paid.

“Sure, I picked the flower, but I didn’t make it. The mud held its roots, the water 
gave it life and the sun made it beautiful. Why don’t you go throw your coin in 
the river or bury it in the mud if you really feel like you have to pay something?” 
There was a touch of defiance in the girl’s twinkling eyes that Dawan both 
respected and liked.

30

35

8 At that moment, Dawan suddenly decided to share the secret of her mission 
with this new-found friend. She confided that she was visiting the head monk 
that day to consult him about her schooling.

“Your schooling? You go to classes? What’s it like learning...books and stuff?” 
There was a grudging curiosity in the flowergirl’s voice. 40

9 Dawan started to answer in a fervent manner about schooling, telling her of 
the storybooks they read, of the new ideas explained to them and of the sums 
they could do. The flowergirl was listening to her intently, a frank longing in her 
eyes.

10 As Dawan finished her extolment on schooling, the flowergirl looked at her, 
straight in the eyes and announced triumphantly, “You are Dawan, aren’t you? 
You are the one who won the school scholarship!” Without waiting for any 
confirmation, she reached out and brushed aside the hair on Dawan’s 
forehead and scrutinized the exposed forehead.

45

11 Dawan pulled away, embarrassed. Then thoughtfully, Dawan stroke her own 
cheek with the tip of the lotus bud. She mused that people were not born 
smarter or dumber than one another. It was the way different chances had 
been given or denied people that made them so different. She was thankful 
that she could read now only because she was given a chance to, when her 
brother helped talk their father into letting her study years ago.

50

55

12 At this, the flowergirl griped that her brother would never do anything for her. 
Speaking slowly, Dawan grunted that her brother was becoming like all the 
other brothers too. She told the flowergirl of how her brother, Kwai, had placed 
second on the recent examinations , and was probably going to tell their father 
about it soon, so that she would be forbidden to accept the scholarship and go 
study abroad. She might be forced to forgo the opportunity for him instead. 
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13 The flowergirl listened wide-eyed and indignant. She demanded that Dawan 
do something about it.

Dawan lifted up her lotus flower and retorted, “What do you think I’m going to 
see the head monk for, silly?”

The flowergirl smiled as she watched Dawan disappear in the crowd.

65

Adapted from “Sing to the Dawn” by Minfong Ho 

61

Mindworks Tuition

Need Home Tuition? Visit Mindworkstuition.com now or call 85000358 for assistance :) 
61



   9

            Answer all the questions.
NOTE: When a question asks you to answer in your own words, YOU MUST 
NOT COPY THE WORDS IN THE PASSAGE IN YOUR ANSWER. 

1. Explain clearly why Dawan stood ‘hesitantly’ (line 2) in the midst of the crowd. 
(Factual Qn)

[1]

ANS: -She had never been to a market by herself before
-(since her mother and grandmother had always accompanied her on the 
special festival days when she had begged to go.) 

Accept the details in brackets. 

2. Quote a word from Paragraph 2 which shows how Dawan felt as she looked 
around the marketplace. (Quotation Qn)

[1]

ANS: -uneasy 

3. What ‘own affairs’ (line 6) were the peddlers occupied with? 
(Factual/language Use)

[1]

ANS: -counting coins and rearranging their wares.

4. Dawan saw ‘a fat man perched rather precariously on a wooden stool’ (line 
8).What does the word ‘precariously’ suggest about the way the fat man 
sat?  
(Language Use)

[1]

ANS:

5.

ANS:

-dangerously/ unsteadily / insecurely / riskily / about to fall off.

Any one of the above

Quote a word from Paragraph 2 which reflects the fat man’s rough and 
harsh manners towards Dawan. (Quotation Qn)  

-gruffly

[1]

6. Explain, in your own words, what Dawan’s mother always did before she 
purchased anything at the market. (UYOW Qn)

[2]

ANS:

-From passage: She always bargained heatedly.

-Forbidden words: bargained heatedly

-Acceptable answers: bargained—negotiated/ struck a deal/ haggled with/ 
talked terms with/ asked for discounts (1m)
                                 : heatedly---fiercely/ vehemently/ in a highly emotional 
way/ forcefully/ furiously/ intensely/ vigorously (1m)
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7. Why did the young girl offer to give the lotus bud to Dawan for free? (Factual 
Qn)

[1]

ANS: -She picked the flowers from the river herself, so it did not cost her anything.

8. According to the flowergirl, how did she end up selling the flowers in the 
marketplace? (Factual Qn)

[1]

ANS: -As she hated having to spend all her time around the baby and the cooking 
and the washing, her parents wanted her to help at the marketplace.

9. In Paragraph 7, the flowergirl responded to Dawan, ‘Sure, I picked the flower, 
but I didn’t make it.’ What was her explanation for saying so?  (Factual Qn)

[1]

ANS: -She explained that it was the mud that held its roots, the water that gave it 
life and the sun that made it beautiful.

10. Using your own words, explain what Dawan admired about the flowergirl.
(UYOW Qn) 

[2]

ANS:

11.

ANS:

-From the passage: There was a touch of defiance in the girl that Dawan 
both respected and liked.

-Forbidden words: touch and defiance

-She admired the hint of rebellion in the flowergirl. 

-Acceptable answers:
A touch—a sense/ a hint/ a slight mark/ a small amount of/ a quality (1m)
defiance—boldness/ rebelliousness/ stubbornness/ daring manner/ 
audacious way/ insubmissive way/ non-compliant manner (1m)

What was the secret mission Dawan was referring to in line 36? (Factual 
Qn)
  
-The mission to visit the head monk to consult him about her schooling.

[1]

12. What does the word, ‘fervent’ (line 41) show about Dawan’s attitude towards 
schooling? (Language Use)

[1]

ANS: -passionate/ ardent/ enthusiastic/ earnest/ zealous

Any one of the above

13. Quote a phrase from Paragraph 9 that reflects the flowergirl’s sincere 
yearning to know more as she listened to Dawan’s talk about schooling. 
(Quotation Qn)

[1]

ANS: -“a frank longing in her eyes” (must have the word “frank” included)
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14. In your own words, describe what the flowergirl did when she realised that 
Dawan was the girl who had won the school scholarship. (UYOW Qn)

[2]

ANS:

-From the passage: she reached out and brushed aside the hair on Dawan’s 
forehead and scrutinised the exposed forehead.

-Forbidden words: reached; brushed aside; scrutinised

-Acceptable answers: 
(i) reached out—stretched out/ extended/ thrusted out (1m)
(ii) brushed aside—touched or moved lightly/ swept aside (1m)
(iii) scrutinised—examined carefully/ observed carefully/ inspected or 
studied carefully (1m)

Note: 
(i) + (ii) = 2m
(ii) + (iii) = 2m
(i) + (iii) = 1m

15. What help did Dawan’s brother provide initially in her pursuit of education?
(Factual Qn)

[1]

ANS: -Her brother helped talk to their father into letting Dawan pursue her 
education.   

16. What would happen to Dawan if her brother, Kwai, told their father about 
him being placed second on the recent examinations? (Factual Qn)

[1]

ANS: -Dawan would be forbidden to accept the scholarship and go study abroad.

17. What does the word ‘indignant’ in line 63 tell us about the flowergirl’s 
feelings after hearing Dawan’s lament about her brother?  (Language Use)

[1]

ANS: furious/ angry/ outraged/resentful/ fuming

Any one of the above
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Section B [30 marks] 

 

You are advised to write between 250 and 350 words for this section. 

You should look at the information provided for the report on page 3, study the 
information carefully and plan your answer before beginning to write. 

 

Every year, the school’s Annual Magazine reports the main events in the school, 
including those of the Co-Curricular Activities (CCA) groups.  This year, your teacher 
would like you, the head of your CCA, to write this report in order to present it from a 
student’s perspective. 

The teacher-in-charge has provided you with information of three events of the year 
for the CCA.  She has asked you to choose two of these events to focus on in your 
report. 

Write a report for the school magazine, stating clearly: 

• the two events that you have chosen; 
• the meaningful work done by the CCA members in the two events and why they 

are meaningful; 
• why you think these two events are different this year compared to previous 

years; 

Write your report in clear, accurate English and in a sincere and polite tone to 
engage the readers of the magazine. 

Start your report with a heading. 

 

You should use your own words as much as possible. 
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The main events to consider writing about in our CCA for the school magazine, 2016 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Values-in-Action (VIA): 
• Perform VIA on 13th March 2016 
• Creating awareness about certain 

lifestyle diseases affecting 
Singaporeans 

• Learning to communicate with members 
of the public 

 

 Annual Camp: 
• Conducted on 14th to 15th March 

2016 
• Team bonding activities pulled 

everyone together 
• Included the alumni for the first time 
• Provided leadership opportunities  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Competitions: 
 

• First time achievement in 2016 
• Different training methods 
• Conquering unexpected problems 
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Section C [30 marks] 
 

 
Begin your answer on a fresh page. 

 
 
You are advised to write between 350 and 500 words on one of the following 
topics. 

 

 At the head of your composition, write the number of the topic you have chosen. 

 

1.       Describe an unforgettable experience as a student in your school and explain 
why you think you will never forget this experience. 

 
 
2.       What motivates you to strive for excellence in what you do?   
 
 
3.        ‘Attending school is about passing tests, not about learning.’  What are your 

views?   
 

 
4.  Electronic personal mobility devices offer one of the most popular ways of 

travel nowadays.  What are the advantages and disadvantages of using this 
form of transport? 
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READ THESE INSTRUCTIONS FIRST 
 
This insert contains Section A: Editing 
 
Write your answers in the spaces provided. 
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Section A [10 marks] 

 

Carefully read the text below, consisting of 12 lines, about clearing tables at a hawker centre. The 
first and last lines are correct. For eight of the lines, there is one grammatical error in each line. 
There  
are two more lines with no errors.  

 

If there is NO error in a line, put a tick ( √ ) in the space provided. 

If the line is incorrect, circle the incorrect word and write the correct word in the space provided. 

The correct word you provide must not change the original meaning of the sentence. 

 

Examples: 

I arrived    to   my destination at 2pm.                      at              

My mother always wears sensible clothes                                                                      √               

 

 

 

Mrs Lim has been "disgusted" when customers leave their table in a 

mess after eating, she confessed.  She started working as a cleaner four 

years ago.  For $800 a month, she spends eight hours a day cleaning 

after customers.  The works, she says, is back-breaking.  Every day, she 

scrambles from table to table, clearing used plates and trays as quick  

as possible.  Occasionally, she has to deal with rude patrons which 

complain that she is "too slow".  "The job is difficult already; I spend my 

time here pushing a trailer going from table to table separating a plates 

from the halal and non-halal stores."  Separating dishes take time.  At her 

age, that is already a challenge. To make matters worst, customers litter 

the entire table with bones and prawn shells.  If someone spilt soup on 

the floor, she is expected to clean it up as well. 
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Essay topics 
 
Q1 : Descriptive/reflective 

- Experiences as a student includes ups and downs in studies, friendship and 
CCA 

- Students must offer personal feelings and thoughts about the experiences 
and identify the changes or affirmation in those feelings and thoughts. 

 
Q2 : Reflective/recount 

- Working definitions of motivation and excellence are necessary, i.e. what it 
means to the student 

- Personal experiences that lead to such working definitions help the reader to 
understand what the writer means. 

 
Q3: Discursive/ Exposition/ Argumentation 

- A working definition of what learning is is necessary. 
- Students also need to define what it means by passing tests, i.e. frequency of 

the tests and the reason they are motivated (or not) to excel in the tests. 
- Students should provide personal experiences or reported facts to support 

their stand. 
- Students may make a stand. 

 
Q4: Discursive 

- Students have to show sensitivity to both sides of the argument. 
- Students need not make a stand. 
- Students may still use literary devices to make lucid what they mean, but still 

do not take sides. 
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2

Section A [5 marks] 

Refer to the brochure (Text 1) to answer Questions 1 - 4.

1 Which sentence gives the main message of the webpage? 

..............................................................................................................………….

.........................................................................................................................…[1] 

2        Give two ways how the picture above the heading ‘National Silver Academy’ may 
appeal to the elderly? 

  
(i) …………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………[1]

(ii) …………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………...……………………….[1]

3 Under the subheading, ‘More Home and Community Care Options’, how will the 
‘New Integrated Care’ packages be convenient to the elderly? 

..............................................................................................................………….

........................................................................................................................ [1] 

4 Which word tells us that this is the first time MOH appoints a single operator for a 
‘seamless care’? 

........................................................................................................................ [1] 
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Section B [20 marks] 

Refer to Text 2 on page 3 of the Insert for Questions 5-13. 

5 Find words/phrases in paragraph 1 which suggest   
                             

(i) fogged up: ……………………………………………………………..

(ii) seems like forever: ……………………………………………………

[1]

[1]

6 (i) Give two ways how Jane benefits from the ‘cold and wet’ (line 13) weather. 
Answer in your own words. 

From the text In your own words
a) …catch more than fleeting 

glimpses…(line 11)

b) …and continually learn 
more about their 
behaviour. (line 12)

[1]

[1]

(ii) What happens later in the paragraphs 3 and 4 that proves this to be a 
disadvantage?

…………………………………………………………………………………………….. [1]

7 Why is ‘surreptitious rustle and soft hoo’ (line 20) effective?

……………………………………………………………………………………………. [1]

8 In paragraph 4, the writer described her frightening encounter with a group of 
chimpanzees. Explain how the language used here makes the situation very 
hostile to Jane. Support your ideas with three details from the paragraph.

………………………………………………………………………………………........

…………………………………………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………. [3]
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9 ‘It was one of the most terrifying sounds of the forest’ (line 31). What is the writer 
referring to?

…………………………………………………………………………………………….. [1]

10 ‘With a stamping and slapping of the ground, a huge shape charged through the 
undergrowth, veering away from me at the last minute and running off at a tangent 
into the forest. That will be the end of me’(lines 33-35). 

(i) What does this description suggest about how the ‘huge shape’ 
appears intimidating to the writer?

Description How the ‘huge shape’ appears 
intimidating to the writer

‘stamping and slapping of the 
ground’ (line 33-34)

‘charged’ (line 34)

(ii) How does the writer create tension between these two sentences?

…………………………………………………………………………………………….

[1]

[1]

[1]

11 What does the phrase, ‘cautiously, I looked around’ (line 37) tell us about Jane’s 
state mind?

……………………………………………………………………………………………. [1]

12 What two contrasting emotions are implied when the writer says ‘my knees shook 
a little when I got up despite the sense of exhilaration’ (line 39)?

…………………………………………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………………………………….

[2]
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13 The structure of the text reflects the writer’s thoughts and feelings as she studies 
the chimpanzees in the wild. Complete the flowchart by choosing one word from 
the box to summarise the main thoughts and feelings presented in each part of 
the text. There are some extra words in the box you do not need to use.

Jane Goodall’s thoughts and feelings

Satisfied   Frustration  Appreciative   Anger   Trapped    Anxious     Terrorised   

Flow chart 

Paragraph 1:  (i) ………………………………

                        Paragraph 2: (ii) ……………………………

Paragraph 4: (iii) ………………………………………

Paragraph 5: (iv) ……………………………………
[4] 
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Section C [25 marks] 

Refer to Text 3 on pages 4 and 5 of the Insert for Questions 14 - 20. 
 
 
14 According to paragraph 1, why are modern tourists embarking on foreign travel?

...................................................................................................................... [1]

15 ‘One consequence of this new perception of the planet…’ (lines 4-5)
What does the “this new perception of the planet” refer to?

…………........................................................................................................ [1]

16

17

How is the ‘opportunity to learn a new language at first hand… easier than 
learning from a textbook’ (lines 16-17)?

…………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………….[2]

Paragraph 3 shows the main feelings/attitudes of a student before going to 
study overseas and after returning. State the feeling/attitude and the reason 
why.

Feeling/ Attitude Reason

Before 
going 
overseas

Upon 
returning 

                                                                                                                         [2]
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18 In paragraph 3, how can students who studied abroad “contribute to the 
improvement of living standards in their country and community”? Answer in 
your own words.

..............................................................................................................………….

.............................................................................................................................

………………………………………………………………………………………..[2]

19 Here is a conversation between two students, Robin and Jing Yu, who have 
read the passage.

                  Robin                                                                                                               Jing Yu

i) Give an evidence from paragraph 6 to support Robin’s view.

..............................................................................................................………….

........................................................................................................................ [1]

ii) Explain why Jing Yu thinks the way she does.

..............................................................................................................………….

........................................................................................................................ [1]

Studying overseas 
is attractive now! 

Unprecedented 
affluence will make 
it even more 
attractive in future!  
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20 Using your own words as far as possible, summarise the disadvantages of 
studying overseas.

Use only information from paragraphs 4 to 5.

Your summary must be in continuous writing (not note form). It must not be 
longer than 80 words (not counting the words given to help you begin).

                 Studying overseas can ………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………[15m] 

         No of words:                    
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Section A [10 marks] 

Carefully read the text below, consisting of 12 lines, about clearing tables at a hawker centre. The 
first and last lines are correct. For eight of the lines, there is one grammatical error in each line. 
There  
are two more lines with no errors.  

If there is NO error in a line, put a tick ( √ ) in the space provided. 

If the line is incorrect, circle the incorrect word and write the correct word in the space provided. 

The correct word you provide must not change the original meaning of the sentence. 

Examples: 

I arrived    to   my destination at 2pm.          at 

My mother always wears sensible clothes           √ 

Mrs Lim has been "disgusted" when customers leave their table in a 

mess after eating, she confessed.  She started working as a cleaner four 

years ago.  For $800 a month, she spends eight hours a day cleaning 

after customers.  The works, she says, is back-breaking.  Every day, she 

scrambles from table to table, clearing used plates and trays as quick 

as possible.  Occasionally, she has to deal with rude patrons which 

complain that she is "too slow".  "The job is difficult already; I spend my 

time here pushing a trailer going from table to table separating a plates 

from the halal and non-halal stores."  Separating dishes take time.  At her 

age, that is already a challenge. To make matters worst, customers litter 

the entire table using bones and prawn shells.  If someone spilt soup on 

the floor, she is expected to clean it up as well. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

confesses 

/ 

work 

quickly 

who 

/ 

the 

takes 

worse 

with 
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Section A [5 marks] 

Refer to the brochure (Text 1) to answer Questions 1 - 4.

1 Which sentence gives the main message of the webpage? 

A national plan to help Singaporeans age well and confidently, in caring and 
enabling communities. [1]

Do not accept phases/title/heading: 
Aging well at home and in the community 
Action plan for successful aging 

2    How does the picture above the heading ‘National Silver Academy’ appeal to the
elderly? 

The happy expression of the elderly couple [1] suggests a sense of 
achievement/satisfaction/ joy at attaining new knowledge.   [1] 

Note: Some reference to learning must be made. It is insufficient to merely state that ‘The elderly couple are 
smiling and this suggests that they are happy’.
OR

Holding on to books [1] shows how learning is still possible at their age/ the variety 
of course available. [1]  

Note: 
1) Both parts of answers must be well and logically linked.
Examples of poorly linked responses:

- The picture shows an elderly woman raising her fist and this suggest that all elderly people are able
to benefit from the course (no link between raising fist and benefit)

- The elderly are holding books and this suggests that the courses are affordable/ that they can further
their studies

2) The description should be carefully selected to address the accompanying inference and it should not be
indiscriminately repeated.
Example of repetitive/similar descriptions from a candidate’s response:

- Picture shows an elderly with white hair smiling brightly holding a book and this show that they can
study at their age. Picture shows an elderly putting her hand up and holding a book and this
indicates that she had obtained her degree and they can too.

3) As this question requires candidates to show how it appeals to other elderly, the explanation should not
refer to only the elderly in the picture.
Example:
-The elderly in the picture are happy and this shows that they are learning.
- The elderly in the picture are smiling and this shows that they are happy to join the academy.
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3 Under the subheading, More Home and Community Care Options, how will the New 
Integrated Care packages be convenient to the elderly? 

The elderly can receive a mix of home and centre-based care services from the 
same provider. [1] 

4 Which word tells us that this is the first time MOH appoints a single operator for a 
‘seamless care’ service? 

‘pilot’ [1]

Do not accept -  ‘new’
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Section B [20 marks] 

Refer to Text 2 on pages 3 and 4 of the Insert for Questions 5-12. 

5 Find words/phrases in paragraph 1 which suggest   
                             

(i) fogged up …             ‘clouded’ or ‘clouded over’ (line 4)

Not accepted – ‘clouded over inside’ (excess)
                         ‘clouded over inside with droplets of condensed moisture’
                         ‘condensed moisture’

(ii) seems like forever… ‘for days on end’ (line 6)

Accepted – ‘days on end’
Not accepted – ‘through for days on end’ 
                         ‘there were periods’
                         ‘nearly all day’
                         ‘for days’
                         ‘periods’

[1]

[1]

6 (i) Give two ways how Jane benefits from the ‘cold and wet’ (line 13) weather. 
Answer in your own words. 

Note – Answer must focus on the key words in the given description

From the text In your own words
a) …catch more than fleeting 

glimpses…(line 11)
She can observe them 
carefully/closely for longer 
periods.

Accepted – capture more than quick glances
                   observe the chimpanzees for longer than a few seconds
Not accepted –

See more chimpanzees
See more of the chimpanzees
Get a better view of the chimpanzees
See more chimpanzees more clearly
See chimpanzees more often

b) …and continually learn more 
about their behaviour. (line 12)

She can develop a better 
understanding/knowledge of their 
habits.

[1]
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Accepted – over time, she can better understand their habits
Not accepted –

Find out more about the chimpanzees
See more of how the chimpanzees live
Observe the chimpanzees lifestyle

[1]

6 (ii) What happens later in the next two paragraphs that prove this to be a 
disadvantage?

Her close proximity to the chimpanzees has put her life at risk / in danger.

Not accepted - She was surrounded by chimpanzees.
Many candidates wrote this as the answer though this simply refers to ‘what 
happens later’. This is a clue from the text which needs to be inferred (prove that 
this is a disadvantage)

[1]

7 Why is ‘surreptitious rustle and soft hoo’ (line 20) effective?

They emphasise the imminent danger/tension.
They create suspense.

Not accepted:
To indicate there is something nearby.
To emphasise the sounds the chimpanzees make.
To contrast the big and tough chimpanzees’ size and the soft sounds they make.
To make the chimpanzees sound scary/eerie.

[1]

8 In paragraph 4, the writer described her frightening encounter with a group of 
chimpanzees. Explain how the language used here makes the situation very 
hostile to Jane. Support your ideas with three details from the paragraph.

Students are encouraged to answer according to the question demands, i.e. 
explain how the language is used before providing textual evidence as with 
accordance with Cambridge markers’ report.
Although most candidates realise the hostile situation means that Jane is in 
danger, they did not manage to explain the volatility of the situation. Weaker 
candidates repeat the threat they put Jane in while others ambiguously indicate 
how unhappy the chimpanzees are with Jane.
Hostile – dislike, unwelcome, antagonistic, aggressive unfriendly
Hostility – enmity, spiteful, resentment, animosity

Explanation Evidence
1 Size of the chimpanzees overpowers 

Jane, as if her life is at their mercy
‘a large male overhead’
‘huge size’
‘a large hand’

2 Unfriendly animosity of the 
chimpanzees is obvious in their 
menacing/intimidating looks

‘stared down at me with his 
lips tensed’
‘two eyes staring towards 
me’

3 The chimpanzees have outnumbered 
Jane and they do not welcome her in 

‘I was surrounded.’

[3]
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their midst. There is almost no way for 
her to escape

First, the size of the chimpanzee overpowers Jane, as if her life is at their 
mercy as seen in ‘a large male directly overhead’ / ‘huge size’ /‘large hand’
Next the unfriendly animosity of the chimpanzees is obvious in their 
menacing/intimidating looks - ‘stared down at me with his lips tensed’ / ‘two 
eyes staring towards me’.
Finally, it is clear that the chimpanzees have outnumbered Jane and they do 
not welcome her in their midst. There is almost no way for her to escape 
when she claims she ‘was surrounded’.

9 ‘It was one of the most terrifying sounds of the forest (lin 31). What is the writer 
referring to?

The ‘long-drawn-out wraa’.

Not accepted – wraa / the sound of the chimpanzees / the sound Goliath made

[1]

10 ‘With a stamping and slapping of the ground, a huge shape charged through the 
undergrowth, veering away from me at the last minute and running off at a tangent 
into the forest. That will be the end of me’(lines 33-35). 

(i) What does this description suggest about how the ‘huge shape’ 
appears intimidating to the writer?

Description How the ‘huge shape’ appears intimidating
to the writer

‘stamping and slapping of the 
ground’ (line 33-34)

destructive/vicious/brutal/aggressive

‘charged’ (line 34) fast and ready to attack

(ii) How does the writer create tension between these two sentences?

The writer contrasts the long descriptive sentence with an abrupt short 
sentence.

Not accepted –
by contrasting them
by using the length of the sentence
the first sentence describes what the chimpanzees can do to her and the 
second sentence describes what happens to her

[1]

[1]

[1]

11 What does the phrase, ‘cautiously, I looked around’ (line 37) tell us about Jane’s 
state of mind?

She was alert/vigilant.

Not accepted
Careful / cautious – this is an attitude, not a state of mind.
Frightened / worried – this is an emotion, not a state of mind.

[1]
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12 What two contrasting emotions are implied when the writer says ‘my knees shook 
a little when I got up despite the sense of exhilaration’ (line 41)?

‘my knees shook a little’ – fear             (Not accepted – worried / nervous)
‘exhilaration’ – thrill or excitement     (Not accepted – relief / exhilaration)

[1]
[1]

13 Jane Goodall’s thoughts and feelings

Satisfied   Frustration  Appreciative   Anger   Trapped    Anxious     Terrorised   

Thoughts and feelings Justification
Paragraph 1 Frustration Challenges of the hot weather
Paragraph 2 Appreciative Advantages of wet weather
Paragraph 4 Trapped ‘I was surrounded’; there were 

altogether 4 chimpanzees, including 
Goliath

Paragraph 5 Terrorised ‘I expected to be torn into pieces’ it
was one of the most terrifying 
sounds of the forest. All my 
instincts urged me to flee, yet I 
forced myself to stay there

[1]
[1]

[1]
[1]
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Section C [25 marks] 

Refer to Text 3 on pages 5 and 6 of the Insert for Questions 14 - 20. 
 
 
14 According to paragraph 1, why are modern tourists embarking on foreign travel?

(Literal qn) They do so out of curiosity to explore foreign places. [1]
Students should use the contextual cues to derive at answer (“..for no other reason than…)
Not accepted: 
To soak up new experiences (this may be because of a myriad of other reasons [eg. Passion] 
that may not be due to curiosity alone)
They want to explore foreign places. (want is vague and can be due to a many reasons)

15 “One consequence of this new perception of the planet…” (line 4-5)
What does the “this new perception of the planet” refer to?

That it is a “small world”  [1]
Not accepted: 
See what is happening with a flick of the television switch (student is citing an example and 
does not answer in relation to the planet)

16

17

How is the opportunity to learn a new language at first hand easier than 
learning from a textbook?

One is able to witness/experience the language being used in everyday 
communication/ interactions [1] compared to learning it by hard/ learning only 
the theory from a textbook.[1]

Note: Answer requires students to explain what is first hand. Explanation should show the 2-
way traffic involved.  Answers which focused solely on speaking or listening to how the locals 
speak, would not warrant the mark.
Students are also required to say what learning from a textbook involves (and NOT what it 
does not involve eg. Learning from a  textbook does not provide interaction)

Paragraph 3 shows the main feelings/attitude of a student before going to 
study overseas and after returning. State the feeling/attitude and the reason 
why.

Feeling/ attitude Reason

Before 
going 
overseas Excitement/ eagerness

OR dependent

Able to study subjects not 
available in own country

Conveniently turn to their 
parents for help all the time/
parents’ help is easily available 
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Upon 
returning 

Satisfied/ accomplished/
confident/ independent/ more 
mature

Managed to get through a 
challenge on their own/passed 
a test they have set for 
themselves

                                                                                                                         [2]
Excess denies for answers which included the reason in the box for feeling/attitude. 
Several scripts merely repeated other feelings/attitude as the reason and are denied the marks 
because no explanation/ reason was given. Some had vague explanations.
Eg of unaccepted answers:.

Upon 
returning 

More mature
-They are independent and more 
confident (merely repeating a 
feeling/attitude)
-They learn to be more independent
(Reason why they learn to be more 
independent is not cited)
- They have to rely on themselves 
(Insufficient. Why do they have to 
rely in themselves? Answers should 
reflect that they had no parents to 
rely on or were on their own)

18 In paragraph 3, how can students who studied abroad “contribute to the 
improvement of living standards in their country and community”? Answer in 
your own words.

Students bring home a new set of skills/ knowledge (replace ‘level of 
expertise’) [1] and new point of views/ opinion (replace ‘novel perspectives’)[1] 
which would otherwise not be found in their country.

Note: Students are required to paraphrase the 2 phrases - level of expertise and novel 
perspective- but their answer must also show that these skills are new (to the country) 

19 Here is a conversation between two students, Robin and Jing Yu, who have 
read the passage.

                  Robin                                                                                                               Jing Yu

Studying overseas 
is more attractive 
now! 

Unprecedented 
affluence will make 
it even more 
attractive in future!  
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i) Give an evidence from paragraph 6 to support Robin’s view.

                 Increased access to a wide range of travel [1]

Many responses cited evidences which merely repeated what Robin said (“Whatever way we 
look at it, it seems that studying overseas will always be an attractive option.”)
Some answers paraphrased or the identified phrase from the text and in doing so altered the 
meaning.  (for eg. Increased access to more place, increased access caused more ways to 
travel)

ii) Explain why Jing Yu thinks the way she does.

Unprecedented affluence will make studying overseas more 
affordable [1]

Answers which merely paraphrased affluence (eg. They are wealthier/ they have more money) 
without saying how the money/ wealth makes studying overseas more attractive are not 
accepted.

Answers which merely said that they can afford the air travels are not accepted as it had not 
taken into consideration other aspects of studying overseas.
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20 Using your own words as far as possible, summarise the disadvantages of 
studying overseas.

Use only information from paragraphs 4 to 5.

Your summary must be in continuous writing (not note form). It must not be 
longer than 80 words (not counting the words given to help you begin).

Studying overseas can …

From passage Paraphrased Not accepted
1 The course studied may be 

more expensive than a 
course of study at home.

Be more costly than 
studying locally because of 
the course fees

-Be more costly because of the 
subject studied (course and 
subject are different things)

2 Student accommodation 
can be expensive.

lodging -Staying places
- hostels/dorms

3 Return trips home are often 
prohibitively expensive.

And exorbitant cost of 
return trips home.

-return trips are costly (return 
trips where?)
- students meeting parents are 
costly

4 Some overseas students 
study an accelerated 
course, by  cramming, say, 
three years of study into two 
years;  

By trying to speed 
up/shorten the course 
duration,

-Intensive studying
- Some students study at a 
faster pace (vague. For what 
reason?)

5 such pressure can have an 
adverse effect on health.

Stress takes a toll on health -affect the body negatively 
(health does not equate to just 
the body)
- results in unhealthy lifestyles

6 Such study deprives the 
students of the opportunity 
to experience a new culture.

And shortchanges the 
student from experiencing 
the different 
culture/lifestyle.

-exposing themselves to 
society

7 Some become very 
homesick

Intense feelings of missing 
home

12 Despite their best efforts to 
fit into a new cultural setting, 
they often find it impossible 
to do so

Cannot fit in

8 Painful feelings are 
intensified by the knowledge 
that return trips home can 
occur perhaps only 
annually, if at all.

Are worsened by the rare 
trips home.

-only return home once a year 
(misinterpretation)

9 Deprives the home country 
of its best talent

It also robs the originating 
country of its best talent/ 

-deprives country of its skilled 
citizens/ workers
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Studying overseas can be more costly than studying locally because of the course 
fees, lodging and exorbitant cost of return trips home. Additionally, by trying to speed 
up/shorten the course duration, stress takes a toll on health and shortchanges the 
student from experiencing the different culture. Intense feelings of missing home are 
worsened by the rare trips home. It also robs the originating country of its best talent 
as students may choose to remain in the foreign country permanently, leaving their 
families behind.  -83 words                  

home country experiences 
brain drain

10 Students may settle 
immediately in the foreign 
country and not wish to 
return home

As students may choose to 
remain in the foreign 
country permanently

-Some stay there (does not 
show permanence sufficiently)

11 ..marry and settle there Leaving their families in the 
home country behind

-And start a family there/ some 
may settle down (doesn’t show 
the disadvantage)
- disadvantage to the family 
(how is it a disadvantage?)
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Section A [10 marks]

Carefully read the text below, consisting of 12 lines, about how a woman acquired 
her first car and how the car changed afterwards. The first and the last lines are 
correct. For eight of the lines, there is one grammatical error in each line. There are 
two more lines with no errors. 

If there is NO error in a line, put a ( ) in the space provided. 
If the line is incorrect, circle the incorrect word and write the correct word in the 
space provided. The correct word you provide must not change the original meaning
of the sentence.

Examples:

I arrived to my destination at 5 pm. at
My mother always wears sensible clothes. 
 

My grandmother bought her car, a Toyota Camry, on September 4, 1990. In 

fifteen years, the car travelled little. I acquired the car through the awkward 

transaction. Ten days before my sixteenth birthday, my grandfather died. He was 

eighty-six and had been bedridden for a long time. However, no one was caught 

off guard. I was rehearse for my Spanish presentation when my grandmother 

called to say she had decided to switched to Grandpa’s car. Thus, three weeks 

after the funeral, I went to drive her old car home. When I first parked it in my 

driveway, it was spotless and full of gas. Two matching black umbrellas, the first 

aid kit, and a miniature sewing box for emergency repair was neatly placed in its 

trunk. For a while, I maintain this immaculate condition. However, one sweet 

wrapper led to two but soon enough my car underwent a radical transformation 

and became crammed with clutter. 

1. _________

2. _________

3. _________

4. _________

5. _________

6. _________

7. _________ 

8. _________

9. _________

10. ________

            Adapted from “Stability in Motion” by Marina Keegan
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Section B [30 marks]

You are advised to write between 250 - 350 words for this section.  

You should look at the poster on page 5 carefully and plan your answer before 
beginning to write. 

  
Your grandmother lives in New Zealand to help to take care of your cousin. Your 
grandmother and your 8-year-old cousin are going to visit you during the school 
holidays in June. Your grandmother has written an email, asking you to recommend 
activities that the two of them can take part in. You saw a poster in your Community 
Centre and felt that the activities shown on the poster are very suitable. 

Write an email to your grandmother to offer your suggestions. In your email, you
must include the following details:

One activity shown in the poster that you would recommend for your 
grandmother, and why it will be enjoyable for her  
Another activity shown in the poster that you would recommend for your 
cousin, and why it will be enjoyable for him or her
An activity not shown in the poster, that your grandmother and cousin can 
join together, and why this activity will be enjoyable for them       

Write your email in clear, accurate English and in a welcoming, enthusiastic tone to 
persuade your grandmother and cousin to look forward to the visit.  
  
You should use your own words as much as possible. 
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Section C [30 marks]

Begin your answer on a fresh page. 

You are advised to write between 350 – 500 words on one of the following 
topics.

At the head of your composition, write the number of the topic you have chosen. 

1. Write about an incident that taught you the importance of teamwork. 

2. Write about a time when you overcame great difficulty and achieved 
something that you thought was impossible. 

3. An unexpected friend.

4. A mysterious gift. 
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Activities in School Holidays  
Highlights of each activity: 
 
Modern Calligraphy Workshop  
 

Learn the art of beautiful writing 
Introduction to the tools 
Practise basic strokes and the 
alphabet 
Duration: 3 hours 
Venue: The Workroom Studio, 19 
Lorong Kilat 

 
Ice Cream Making Workshop 
 

Learn about different kinds of ice cream 
Make ice cream using easily available 
equipment 
Create your own flavour
Duration: 3 hours 
Venue: Milky Ice Cream, Bukit Timah Outlet 

 
Sungei Buloh Nature Walk 
 

Visit the largest mangrove forest in 
Singapore 
Diverse species such as mudskippers 
and crabs 
Coastal Boardwalk and Forest Trail 
Duration: 3 hours 
Venue: Sungei Buloh Wetland Reserve

 
 

Brought to you by: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more information on price and availability, visit your nearest Community Centre. 
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Section A
Text 1

The text below is about an old man attempting to escape an Old Folks’ Home. Read it carefully and 
answer Questions 1 – 19 in the Question Booklet. 

1 Allan Karlsson hesitated as he stood in the flowerbed that ran along one side of the Old Folks’
Home. He was wearing a brown jacket with brown trousers and on his feet he had a pair of 
brown indoor slippers. He was not a trendsetter; people rarely are at that age. He was on the 
run from his own birthday party, another unusual thing for a hundred-year-old, not least 
because even being one hundred is pretty rare. 5 

2 Allan thought about whether he should make the effort to crawl back in through the window to 
get his hat and shoes, but when he felt his wallet in his inside pocket, he decided that that 
would suffice. Besides, Director Alice had repeatedly shown that she had a sixth sense 
(wherever he hid his alcohol, she found it), and she might be nosing around in his room even 
now, suspicious that something fishy was going on. 10

3 Better to be on his way while he could, Allan, thought, as he stepped out of the flowerbed on 
creaking knees. In his wallet, as far as he could remember, he had a few hundred-dollar notes 
saved – a good thing since he’d need some cash if he was going into hiding. 

4 He turned to take one last look at the Old Folks’ Home that – until a few moments ago – he
had thought would be his last residence on Earth, and then he told himself that he could die 
some other time, in some other place. 

15

5 The hundred-year-old man set off, first through a park and then alongside an open field where 
a boisterous market was occasionally held in the otherwise quiet provincial town. After a few 
hundred metres, Allan went around the back of the district’s medieval church and sat down on 
a bench next to some gravestones to rest his aching knees. He noted an ironic coincidence. 
He was born the same year as a Henning Algotsson who lay beneath the stone just across 
from his bench. But there was an important difference – Henning had given up the ghost 
sixty-one years earlier. If Allan had been more curious he might have wondered what Henning 
had died of, at the age of thirty-nine. But Allan left other people to themselves, dead or alive. 
He always had and he always would. 

20

25

6 Instead, he thought that he had probably been mistaken all those years when he’d sat at the 
Old Folks’ Home, feeling that he might as well die and leave it all. However many aches and 
pains he suffered, it had to be much more interesting and instructive to be on the run from 
Director Alice than to be lying rigid six feet under. 

7 Upon which thought the Birthday Boy, despite his complaining knees, got up and said 
goodbye and continued on his badly planned flight. 

30

8 Allan cut across the churchyard to the south, until a stone wall appeared in his path. It was 
not more than a metre high, but Allan was a centenarian, not a high jumper. On the other side 
was Malmköping’s bus station and the old man suddenly realised that his rickety legs were 
taking him towards a building that could be very useful. Once, many years earlier, Allan had 
crossed the Himalayas mountain. That was no picnic. Allan thought about that hurdle now, as 
he stood before the last barrier between himself and the station. He considered the matter so 
intently that the stone wall seemed to shrink before his eyes. And when it was at its very 
lowest, Allan crept over it. 

35

9 Malmköping was not what you’d call a bustling town, and this sunny weekday morning was no 
exception. Allan hadn’t seen a living soul since he suddenly decided not to show up at his 

40
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own hundredth birthday party. The station waiting room was almost empty when Allan 
shuffled in. Almost. On the right were two ticket windows, one closed. Behind the other sat a 
little man with small, round glasses, thin hair combed to one side, and a uniform waistcoat. He 
had a perpetual frown on his face. The man gave him an irritated look as he raised his eyes 
from his computer screen. 

45

10 Making an effort to move his legs in the right sequence, he shuffled with small steps up to the 
little man in the open ticket window and enquired as to the possibility of public transport in 
some direction, any direction, within the next few minutes, and if so, what would it cost? 

Adapted from The Hundred-Year-Old Man Who Climbed Out of the Window and Disappeared
by Jonas Jonasson
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Section B
Text 2

The text below is about developing robots to care for the elderly. Read it carefully and answer Questions 
20 – 32 in the Question Booklet.

1 Fifty-year-olds, take notice: In a few decades, you might have a robot roommate taking care 
of you. Countries around the world are grappling with how to care for a growing population of 
elderly people. The percentage of the US population aged 65 or older is currently at 13%, but 
that number is expected to nearly double by 2050. But as countries witness a climbing 
number of seniors, the amount of caregivers remains stagnant. 5 

2 In conjunction with Rice University, IBM, which is the largest computer company in the world, 
is developing a series of sensors that can someday live inside a robot interface to help senior 
citizens stay safe. In Japan, which has the world’s highest population of elderly people, 
companies are leading in the development of Carebots – robots specifically designed to assist 
elderly people. For example, Honda’s Asimo robot is an independent, human-looking robot 
that could help the elderly by getting them food or turning off lights. One-third of the Japanese 
government’s budget is allocated to developing these Carebots. 

10

3 The International Organisation for Standardisation (ISO) has recently created a new standard 
to ensure interactions between Carebots and humans remain safe. The Panasonic Resyone 
Carebot was the first robot to officially meet the standard for service robots. The Resyone is a 
robotic device that transforms from a bed to an electric wheelchair, eliminating the need for 
multiple caregivers. Like Resyone, a humanoid robot called Robobear, could also eliminate
the need for multiple caregivers by helping transfer seniors from the bed to a wheelchair. This 
nursing robot is capable of lifting people and is still in the experimental phase. 

15

4 Robots for the elderly go beyond personal care robots too. It has been acknowledged that 
mental health of the elderly is equally important as their physical health. Hence, much has 
been done to develop robot companions for the elderly to help make them feel less lonely and 
improve their quality of life. According to a study by the University College London on the 
impact of loneliness and isolation, loneliness and infrequent interactions with others – 
including family and friends – can shorten a person’s life.

20

25

5 This is the reason why Blue Frog Robotics developed BUDDY, a companion robot. The 
developers believed that BUDDY would be an excellent companion for senior citizens. On top 
of monitoring the homes of senior citizens who choose or have to live alone – BUDDY can 
detect falls and unusual activity as well as provide medication reminders – it can also ensure 
the wellbeing of senior citizens at home by providing social interaction and assistance, and 
reminding them about upcoming events appointments and deliveries. BUDDY can also ease 
loneliness of seniors with social interaction as they will be able to access communication 
technology like Skype and Facetime with much more simplicity. 

30

6 But what if the elderly have no friends or contacts? That is when seniors can consider the 
option of Paro, a robot which looks like a cute baby seal with round eyes, short whiskers and 
a furry body. Paro encourages social interaction since it responds to the human touch, 
wriggling and looking at the person, all while making seal-like noises. According to Claire 
Jepson, an occupational therapist, “It is about empowerment. It allows people to still feel a 
sense of achievement, a sense of identity. They become the carer instead of the cared for, 
and that is what makes them feel more positive about themselves and their lives”. 

35

40

Adapted from 
“IBM is working on a robot that takes care of elderly people who live alone” from Business Insider

“Japan is running out of people to take care of the elderly” from Business Insider
“BUDDY for senior citizens who live alone” from Blue Frog Robotics

“How Paro the robot seal is being used to help UK dementia patients” from The Guardian
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Section A [30 marks]

Refer to Text 2 on page 2-3 of the Insert for Questions 1 – 19. 

1 According to paragraph 1, Allan ‘hesitated as he stood in the flowerbed that ran 
along one side of the Old Folks’ Home’ (lines 1-2). What does the italicised word tell 
us about Allan’s feelings at that point of time? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………….. [1]

2 ‘He was wearing a brown jacket with brown trousers and on his feet he had a pair of 
brown indoor slippers’ (lines 2-3). Pick out a phrase from the same paragraph which 
emphasises Allan’s dress sense. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………….. [1]

3 Why do you think the writer says that it is an ‘unusual thing’ (line 4) for a hundred-
year old to have a birthday party? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………….. [1] 

4 (i) According to paragraph 2, why would Director Alice be suspicious that something 
fishy was going on? 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………….. [1]

(ii) Pick out one word from paragraph 2 which shows that Director Alice was very 
good at tracking Allan’s suspicious behaviour. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………….. [1]

5 ‘He turned to take one last look at the Old Folks’ Home…’ (line 14). How might Allan 
be feeling at this particular moment? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………….. [1]

6 Identify two separate words from paragraph 5 which show contrasting qualities of 
the town. 

(i) ……………………………………………………………………………………………….

(ii) ……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

[1]

[1] 
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7 In your own words, explain why Allan ‘sat down on a bench’ (lines 19-20) at the 
back of the medieval church. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………….. [2]

8 Pick out one word from paragraph 5 that suggests that Allan did not know Henning 
Algotsson personally. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………….. [1]

9 What was the ‘ironic coincidence’ (line 20) that Allan realised?  
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………….. [2]

10 Explain what the writer means by the phrase ‘Allan left other people to themselves’ 
(line 24). 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………….. [1]

11 According to paragraph 6, explain why Allan decided to escape from the Old Folks’
Home. Answer in your own words. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………….. [2] 

12 (i) What does the word ‘complaining’ (line 30) suggest about Allan’s knees?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………….. [2]

(ii) Pick out another phrase from paragraph 8 which suggests the same idea. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………….. [1]

13 Identify two consecutive words and a single word from paragraph 8 which show that 
overcoming the Himalayas mountain was a challenge for Allan. 

(i) two consecutive words: ………………………………………………………………… [1]

(ii) single word: ……………………………………………………………………………… [1]
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14 (i) ‘He considered the matter so intently that the stone wall seemed to shrink before 
his eyes’ (lines 37-38). What does ‘the matter’ refer to? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………….. [1]

(ii) Why do you think the ‘stone wall seemed to shrink before his eyes’ (line 38)? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………….. [1]

15 What does the word ‘crept’ (line 39) suggest about the way Allan moved? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………….. [1] 

16 Pick out a phrase from paragraph 9 which shows that Allan did not encounter any 
other person on his journey from the Old Folks’ Home to the bus station. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………….. [1]

17 Identify two phrases from paragraph 9 which show that the man behind the counter 
was not friendly. 

(i) ………………………………………………………………………………………………. [1]

(ii) ……………………………………………………………………………………………… [1]

18 Referring to paragraph 9, explain the man’s reaction to Allan in your own words. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………….. [2]

19 In the last paragraph, Allan ‘enquired as to the possibility of public transport in some 
direction, any direction, within the next few minutes’ (lines 48-49). What does this 
suggest about his feelings at that moment? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………….. [1]
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Section B [20 marks]

Refer to Text 2 on page 4 of the Insert for Questions 20 – 32.

20 Pick out one word from paragraph 1 which shows that countries are having problems 
coping with the increase of elderly people. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………….. [1]

21 According to paragraph 1, why might robots be needed to take care of the elderly? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………….. [1] 

22 Paragraph 2 states that Honda’s Asimo robot is an ‘independent, human-looking
robot that could help the elderly’ (lines 10-11). Why might these two features be 
important for the user? 

(i) independent: ……………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………… [1] 

(ii) human-looking: …………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………… [1]

23 ‘One-third of the Japanese government’s budget is allocated to developing these 
Carebots’ (lines 11-12). What does this tell us about the Japanese government’s 
attitude towards Carebots? 

…………….……………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………….. [1]

24 According to paragraph 3, how has the International Organisation for Standardisation 
(ISO) ensured that the interactions between Carebots and humans remain safe? 

…………….……………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………….. [1]

25 Referring to paragraph 3, identify the difference between the Resyone Carebot and 
the Robobear. 

Difference
Resyone Carebot

Robobear

[1]
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26 Pick out a word from paragraph 3 which tells us that the Robobear is still not ready to 
be adopted for use publicly. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………….. [1]

27 (i) According to paragraph 4, why has the development of robots gone beyond that of 
personal care robots? 

…………….……………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………….. [1]

(ii) From the same paragraph, what are the benefits of having robot companions for 
the elderly? 

…………….……………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………….. [2]

28 In your own words, explain what the impact of ‘loneliness and isolation’ (line 24) is. 

…………….……………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………….. [1]

29 Referring to paragraph 5, give one example of how BUDDY can help senior citizens 
to do the following: 

(i) monitor homes: ………..…………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………….. [1]

(ii) ensure well-being: ………..………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………….. [1]

30 Why might it be important that the elderly are able to ‘access communication 
technology like Skype and Facetime with much more simplicity’ (lines 32-33)? 

…………….……………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………….. [2]

31 From paragraph 6, explain why Paro is able to encourage social interaction. Answer 
in your own words.

…………….……………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………….. [2]
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32 Here is a part of a conversation between Robobear and Paro after they have read 
the article.

(i) Give a piece of evidence from paragraph 3 to support Robobear’s view. 

…………….……………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………….. [1]

(ii) How would Paro support his position with reference to paragraph 6? 

…………….……………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………….. [1]

 
                                         
 
 
 

Paro

Robobear

It is important for 
robots to carry out 
functional moves 
for the elderly. 

We should cater 
to the emotional 
health of the 
elderly too! 
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FUHUA SECONDARY SCHOOL
Secondary One Express
Mid-Year Examination 2017

English Language 1128/01 
ANSWER KEY

Section A [10 marks] 

My grandmother bought her car, a Toyota Camry, on September 4, 1990. In 

fifteen years, the car travelled little. I acquired the car through the awkward 

transaction. Ten days before my sixteenth birthday, my grandfather died. He was 

eighty-six and had been bedridden for a long time. However, no one was caught 

off guard. I was rehearse for my Spanish presentation when my grandmother 

called to say she had decided to switched to Grandpa’s car. Thus, three weeks 

after the funeral, I went to drive her old car home. When I first parked it in my 

driveway, it was spotless and full of gas. Two matching black umbrellas, the first 

aid kit, and a miniature sewing box for emergency repair was neatly placed in its 

trunk. For a while, I maintain this immaculate condition. However, one sweet 

wrapper led to two but soon enough my car underwent a radical transformation 

and became crammed with clutter. 

1. an

2.

3. Therefore

4. rehearsing

5. switch

6.

7. a

8. were

9. maintained

10. and

Line 3: also accept “Hence” or “Thus”; do not accept “So”. 

Line Error Type Difficulty Level
1) Article Medium
2) No error -
3) Connector Medium
4) Past continuous tense Easy
5) To-infinitive Easy
6) No error -
7) Article Easy
8) SVA Medium
9) Simple past tense Easy
10) Connector Difficult
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Section B [30 marks]

Questions Analysis
Identity Your name
Audience Your grandmother
Register Informal 
Purpose Write an email to recommend activities for your grandmother and cousin
Requirements R1: One activity shown in the poster that you would recommend for your 

grandmother 
R2: Why this activity will be enjoyable for your grandmother
R2: Another activity shown in the poster that you would recommend for your 
cousin  
R4: Why this activity will be enjoyable for your cousin
R5: One activity, not shown in the poster, that your grandmother and cousin 
can join together
R6: Why this activity will be enjoyable for them       

Marks Requirements
9 – 10 marks 6/6 addressed, with ALL points well amplified and well-organised
7 – 8 marks 5/6 addressed, with MOST points amplified

OR: 6/6 addressed, with SOME points amplified
6 marks 5/6 addressed, with SOME points amplified
5 marks 4/6 addressed, with SOME points amplified
4 marks 3/6 addressed, with SOME points amplified
3 marks 2/6 addressed, with amplification
1 – 2 marks 1/6 addressed, with amplification

OR
Information from text MISUNDERSTOOD/ USED 
IRRELEVANTLY for support

0 marks 0/6 addressed
OR
Information from text COPIED

Wrong Format Deduct 1 mark from TF scores

Wrong Tone/ Audience Deduct 1-2 marks depending on severity of 
mistakes from TF scores

Wholesale copying of 
information off the visual 
stimulus

Penalised under language marks (Candidate will 
not score above 13) 

Write their own activity 
(without making reference to 
the visual stimulus at all)

Penalised under TF mark
(candidates will not score above 4 marks)

www.KiasuExamPaper.com

m      

nts
resseeeeeeeeed,dddddddddddddddddddddddddddddd  withh ALALALALALALALALALALALALALALALALALALALALALALALALALALALLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLL popopppopopopoppopppopopopopopopopopopopopopopopopppoppoppopopopopopoppopppopopopopoppopopopopoopopooiiiiininiininiinininininnininininininiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii tttststststststtttttttt  welelelelelelllllll amamamammmpppppplified and

addresseeeeeeeeeeeeeed,d,d,d,d,ddd,d,dd,d,d,dddd wwwwwwwwwwwwwitititititititttititititittitttitititittititttitttttittitttttitttttttittittiiiiiiiiiitittitttttttttttttttttthhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh MOMOMOMMOMOMOMOMMOMOMMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMMOMOMOMOMMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOOMOMMMMMOMOMOMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMOMMMMOMOMMMOMMOMOMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMM STSSSTSSTSSTSSSTSTSTSTSTSTSTSTSTSTSTSTSTSTSTSTSSSTSTSTSTSSTSTSTSTSTSTSTSTSTSTSTSTTTTTTTTTTT ppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppoioioioioioio ntnnnn s amamamamamamplplplplplplifiiii ied
OR: 6///////////////////////////////////66666666666666666666 adaaaaaaaaaaaaaa dresesesesesesesesesesesesesssesesssesesesesesesesesesesssesed, wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwitttttitttitititittittttitititititittitittittititttttittitititittititittitititititiitiiitiiiiiiiiiitiiiitiiitiitttiitiiiiiii hhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh SSSSSSSSSOSOSSOSSSSOOOMEMEMEMEMEME p iiiioiointntntntntntssssss aaaaama plifieeeeeeed
5/5/55//5/5/5/5/5/5/5/5/5/55/55/5/5/555/5/5/5555/55555/5/5/55//5////////5/555 666666666666666666666666666666666666666 adadadaadadadaddadaddadadaddadddddddaddaddadadadddadaddddadaddaddadddadddddadadaaaa drdrdrrrrrdrrrrrrrdrrrrresesesesesessesessssesesseeee sed, wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwiitiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii h SOME ppppppoooioioioinnnntn s amamamamamamplifieieieieieedddddd
4/4/4/4/4/4/4/44/4/44444/44/444/4/4444/44/44444/4/4/444444/444444444//////66666666 adadaddaddadaddddadadadadddadadddaddadadadaddadadddaaadadaaaaadaaaaaaada drdrdrdrdrddddddddrdrddrdrdrddrdrdddddrdrddrdrdrdrdrdrddrddrdrrrrrrrrrrrrreseseseseseseseseseseseseeseseseesesssssssssssesesesesesessesesesesesessesesesesesesssessssssesesessseseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeed,d,d,d,d,d,d,d,d,d,,d,d,d,d,d,ddd,d,dddddddddddd wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwiiitiiiii h SOME ppppppoioioioiooints ammmmmmmplplplplplplififififififieieieieieiedddddd
3/3/3/3//33/33//3/3/3333/3/33333/33/3333/33/3/333/3333333///////66666666666666666666666666666666666666 addddddddddrddrdrdrddrddddddrddddddddddddddddddddddd eseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee seseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeed,dddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddd wwiti hhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh SSSSSSSSSSSOSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS ME ppppppooooooints ssss amamamamamampplppp ified
2/2//////////////////////////////////////66666666666666666666666666666 adadadaadaddadadadaadadadadadadaaadadadaddadadaaaddadadadadadadddaaadaddrdrdddrdrdrdrddrdrdrdddrdddrddrdrdddrdrddrdddrdrdddddddrddrrrrrrrrrrrrreseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee seeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeed,dddddddddddddddddddddddddddddd wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwitiititiititittititiitiiititititititittititttitittttttttttttiiiiittitithhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh amamaaaaaaaaaaaaamaaaaaamaamaamaaaa plificccccccatatatatatata ioioioioioionnnnnnn

2 markkkkksssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss 1/1/1//1/1/1/1/1/1/1/111/1/1/1/111/11111/11/1/1111/1/1////////////////66666666666666666666666666666666666666 daddrdrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrresesssesesessesesesesessesseseeseeeeeeeeeseeseseeeeeeeessseseseseseseseseeeseeeseeeseeeseesseesseseeeeeeeeeeeeeed,d,dd,d,d,d,d,d,dddd,dddddddddddddddd,ddddddddddddddd wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwitititititititttititititiitiitititititiititttittittittttiitititithhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh ammplplplplplplifififififificicicicicicatatatatatation
OROROORORORORORORORORORORORORORORORRORROOROROOOOOROOORORORORORRRORRRORRRR
InInnnInIInInInnInIIInInnnnnnnInIInInnnInInnnInnnnnnnInnnnnnnnnnnnnnfofofofofofofofooofofofoofofofoofooofooooooooooooooooormrmrrrrrrrmrmrmrrrmrrrrr atatattatttatatttttttttttttttttttttttttttttioioioioioioioioooioioioiooioooiooooioooooooooooiiiioooion frfrfrfrfrfromomomomomom t
IRIRRRRRRRRRRRRRIRRRRRRRIII REREREREREREREREREREERREREREERRREERERRERERERERREEEEREREREEEREEERERRRR LEVAVAVAAAANTNTNTNTNTNTLYLYLLYLYLY for

ks 0/000000000000000000000000000000000000000 6 adadadadadaddrdrdrdrdrdreseseseesessessssss d
OROROROROROR
InIIIII fofffff rma

Mindworks Tuition

Need Home Tuition? Visit Mindworkstuition.com now or call 85000358 for assistance :) 
119



1

FUHUA SECONDARY SCHOOL

1EMYE
English Language

1E

Section A [30 marks]

Refer to Text 1 on pages 2-3 of the Insert for Questions 1-19. 

1 According to paragraph 1, Allan ‘hesitated as he stood in the flowerbed that ran along 
one side of the Old Folks’ Home’ (lines 1-2). What does the italicised word tell us 
about Allan’s feelings at that point of time? 

LU

It tells us that he was unsure/uncertain [1] of whether to leave/escape the Old Folks’ 
Home. 

Accepted: could not make up his mind; conflicted; has second thoughts, mixed 
feelings; in doubt 
Not accepted: 

Confused
unsure and afraid = x (answers should reflect only one clear idea) 

[1]

2 ‘He was wearing a brown jacket with brown trousers and on his feet he had a pair of 
brown indoor slippers’ (lines 2-3). Pick out a phrase from the same paragraph which 
emphasises Allan’s dress sense. 

LU -
Q

The phrase is ‘(was) not a trendsetter’ [1]

Note: “He was not a trendsetter’ = x (a phrase should not contain a subject) 

[1]

3 Why do you think the writer says that it is an ‘unusual thing’ (line 4) for a hundred-year 
old to have a birthday party? 

F

This is because being one hundred is pretty rare [1] since not many people can live 
up to that (ripe old) age.
  
Not accepted: old people do not like to celebrate their birthdays (who says?!!) ; he has 
no relatives (not true he can have younger relatives) 

[1]

4 (i) According to paragraph 2, why would Director Alice be suspicious that something 
fishy was going on? 

F

She had repeatedly shown that she had a sixth sense [1].  [1]
(ii) Pick out one word from paragraph 2 which shows that Director Alice was very 
good at tracking Allan’s suspicious behaviour. 

LU -
Q

The word is ‘repeatedly’ [1] [1]

5 ‘He turned to take one last look at the Old Folks’ Home…’ (line 14). How might Allan LU
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be feeling at this particular moment? 

He might be feeling nostalgic/might not bear to leave the home [1]

Accepted: sad; sentimental; reluctant to leave
Not accepted: happy (the idea of a last look suggests a negative feeling) 

[1]

6 Identify two separate words from paragraph 5 which show contrasting qualities of 
the town. 

LU -
Q

(i) ‘boisterous’ [1] [1]

(ii) ‘quiet’ [1] [1]

7 In your own words, explain why Allan ‘sat down on a bench’ (lines 19-20) at the back 
of the medieval church. 

LU -
OW

From the passage: to rest his aching knees

OW: His knees were hurting/painful/tired [1] and hence he wanted to give them a 
break [1]

Note: reference must be made to his knees/legs

[2]

8 Pick out one word from paragraph 5 that suggests that Allan did not know Henning 
Algotsson personally. 

LU -
Q 

The word is ‘a’ [1]

Not accepted: wondered; curious; coincidence; different

[1]

9 What was the ‘ironic coincidence’ (line 20) that Allan realised?   F

He was born in the same year as a Henning Algotsson [1], but he was alive while 
Henning Algotsson was dead [1].

Accepted: ‘given up the ghost sixty-one years earlier’ (lifted  2nd mark) 

[2] 

10 Explain what the writer means by the phrase ‘Allan left other people to themselves’ 
(line 24). 

LU -
OW 

He means that Allan did not interfere/intrude/poke his nose in others’ 
business/affairs/matters [1]

Accepted: respects others’ personal space/ respect others’ privacy/ was not a 
busybody/ did not bother others/ does not bother about others’ business 
Not accepted: he did not care for others/only cared for himself/ does not bother about 
others/ was not curious about others’ lives/                                       

[1]

11 According to paragraph 6, explain why Allan decided to escape from the Old Folks’ 
Home. Answer in your own words. 

LU -
OW 
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3

From the passage: It had to be much more interesting and instructive to be on the 
run…  

He thought that it would be more…

Key words from the passage: OW
Interesting Fun/exciting/fascinating/compelling/thrilling

[1]
Instructive Informative/useful/productive/educational/

meaningful/helpful [1]

[2]

12 (i) What does the word ‘complaining’ (line 30) suggest about Allan’s knees? LU

It shows that his knees were protesting/pleading [1] and wanted Allan to stop [1].

Note: Answer has to show understanding of personification (the subject should be the 
knees, and that they wanted Allan to stop) 

[2]

(ii) Pick out another phrase from paragraph 8 which suggests the same idea. LU -
Q

The phrase is ‘rickety legs’ [1]

Note: “his rickety legs = x (a phrase should not contain a subject)

[1]

13 Identify two consecutive words and a single word from paragraph 8 which show that 
overcoming the Himalayas mountain was a challenge for Allan. 

LU -
Q 

(i) two consecutive words: ‘no picnic’ 

Note: ‘That was no picnic’ = x (a phrase should not contain a subject)

[1]

(ii) single word: ‘hurdle’ 

Note: ‘barrier = x (referring to the wall, not the Himalayas mountain)

[1]

14 (i) ‘He considered the matter so intently that the stone wall seemed to shrink before 
his eyes’ (lines 37-38). What does ‘the matter’ refer to? 

F

It refers to his experience climbing the Himalayas mountain/ climbing over the 
wall [1]

Note: Answer has to reflect the action/experience. It does not refer to the wall or the 
Himalayas mountain itself. 

[1]

(ii) Why do you think the ‘stone wall seemed to shrink before his eyes’ (line 38)? I
When comparing the wall with his previous experience of climbing the 
Himalayas mountain, the obstacle of climbing the wall became 
insignificant/less intimidating [1]. 

[1]
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4

Note: ‘he considered the matter so intently that the stone wall seemed to shrink…’ = x 
(does not explain what the matter is; pure lifting) 

Not accepted: his eyesight was getting weaker, the stone wall became smaller, he 
was standing closer to the wall, he was climbing the wall 

15 What does the word ‘crept’ (line 39) suggest about the way Allan moved? LU

It suggests that he moved slowly/carefully/cautiously/stealthily/discreetly/ 
quietly/silently [1] 

Not accepted: sneakily (negative connotation); clumsily (not implied); painfully (not 
implied)  

Note: key words must be spelled correctly in order to secure 1m;
For students who wrote more than 2 ideas (e.g slowly and quietly), both parts have to 
be right/not contradictory in order to secure 1m.

[1]

16 Pick out a phrase from paragraph 9 which shows that Allan did not encounter any 
other person on his journey from the Old Folks’ Home to the bus station. 

LU -
Q 

The phrase is ‘hadn’t seen a living soul’ [1]

Note: “Allan hadn’t seen a living soul = x (a phrase should not contain a subject)

[1]

17 Identify two phrases from paragraph 9 which show that the man behind the counter 
was not friendly. 

LU -
Q 

(i) ‘(had a) perpetual frown (on his face)’ [1]

Note: “He had a perpetual frown = x (a phrase should not contain a subject)

[1]

(ii) ‘(gave him an) irritated look’ [1]

Note: “The man gave him an irritated look = x (a phrase should not contain a subject)

[1]

18 Referring to paragraph 9, explain the man’s reaction to Allan in your own words. LU -
OW

From the passage: …gave him an irritated look as he raised his eyes from the 
computer screen 

OW: He gave him a look of annoyance/frustration [1] as he looked up [1] from the 
computer screen. 

Accepted: lifted his eyes
Not accepted: angry look; unhappy look; unfriendly look; moved his eyes away; 
shifted his gaze; removed his eyes from the screen (?!!) 

[2]

19 In the last paragraph, Allan ‘enquired as to the possibility of public transport in some 
direction, any direction, within the next few minutes’ (lines 48-49). What does this 
suggest about his feelings at that moment? 

LU
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5

He was desperate/eager to leave the place [1].

Not accepted: wanted to leave as soon as possible (not an adjective to describe 
feelings); anxious; nervous; lost; confused 
Note: Key words spelled wrongly = 0m

[1]
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6

Section B [20 marks]

Refer to Text 2 on pages 4 of the Insert for Questions 20-32. 

20 Pick out one word from paragraph 1 which shows that countries are having 
problems coping with the increase of elderly people. 

LU -
Q 

The word is ‘grappling’ [1] [1]

21 According to paragraph 1, why might robots be needed to take care of the elderly?  F

As countries witness a climbing number of seniors, the amount of caregivers 
remains stagnant [1]  

Accepted: number of caregivers is not increasing (but take note that not increasing 
=/= stagnant!) 
Not accepted: number of caregivers is getting lesser; number of caregivers is not 
enough
Note: Answer needs to address the idea of the increasing number of elderly + the 
fact that the number of caregivers is stagnant respectively. 

[1]

22 Paragraph 2 states that Honda’s Asimo robot is an ‘independent, human-looking
robot that could help the elderly’ (lines 10-11). Why might these two features be 
important for the user? 

I

(i) independent: It needs to be able to function on its own without external help 
[1]. 

Accepted: The user does not need to take care of it
Not accepted: does not need the user to tell it what to do; does not need to be 
controlled

[1]

(ii) human-looking: It should look like a human so that the user can feel a 
connection to it [1].

Accepted: engage better with the robot; feel more comfortable around the robot; 
look more friendly; 
Not accepted: humans will not be afraid of it; they will think of the robots as their 
children(?!!); they will not know it is a robot; make them feel less lonely

[1]

23 ‘One-third of the Japanese government’s budget is allocated to developing these 
Carebots’ (lines 11-12). What does this tell us about the Japanese government’s 
attitude towards Carebots? 

LU

They are very serious about it/ determined to get it to succeed [1]/ committed to 
the cause/ supportive/ encouraging/ feel that Carebots are very important/ 
hopeful [1] 

[1]
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Not accepted: positive attitude (too vague); think it is a good idea (too vague);
approve; put it a lot of effort (it is the researchers who put in effort, not the 
government); cares about the Carebot

24 According to paragraph 3, how has the International Organisation for 
Standardisation (ISO) ensured that the interactions between Carebots and humans 
remain safe? 

F

It has created a (new) standard [1] for these personal care robots. [1]

25 Referring to paragraph 3, identify the difference between the Resyone Carebot and 
the Robobear. 

F

Difference
Resyone Carebot The Resyone is a robotic device that transforms from a bed 

to an electric wheelchair

Robobear Robobear transfers seniors from the bed to a wheelchair

Not accepted: 
Capable of lifting people = 0m
Human-looking = 0m

[1]

26 Pick out a word from paragraph 3 which tells us that the Robobear is still not ready 
to be adopted for use publicly. 

LU -
Q 

The word is ‘experimental’ [1]. [1]

27 (i) According to paragraph 4, why has the development of robots gone beyond that 
of personal care robots? 

F 

It has been acknowledged that mental health of the elderly is equally important 
as their physical health [1].

Note: Answer must have a comparison between both mental health and physical 
health. 

[1]

(ii) From the same paragraph, what are the benefits of having robot companions for 
the elderly? 

F 

Robot companions help to make them feel less lonely [1] and improve their 
quality of life [1] 

Note: will not feel lonely = 0m (it will lessen loneliness, but not eradicate it 
completely) 

[2]

28 In your own words, explain what the impact of ‘loneliness and isolation’ (line 24) is. LU -
OW

From the passage: …can shorten a person’s life 
[1]
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OW: Loneliness and isolation can cause one to die younger/earlier/ reduce/ cut 
down/ decrease the number of years in one’s life [1]

Note: Any answer with ‘short’ as the root word = 0m
Not accepted: Will not lengthen =/= shorten (it could mean to stay the same) 

29 Referring to paragraph 5, give one example of how BUDDY can help senior citizens 
to do the following: 

F 

(i) monitor homes: 
BUDDY can detect falls (and unusual activity) OR
BUDDY can provide medication reminders [1]

(ii) ensure well-being: 
providing social interaction (and assistance) OR
remind them about upcoming events appointments and deliveries [1]

30 Why might it be important that the elderly are able to ‘access communication 
technology like Skype and Facetime with much more simplicity’ (lines 32-33)? 

I

The elderly are usually not so tech-savvy [1] and hence they would be able to 
access communication technology better if it was less complicated/easy to use/ 
not so difficult to use [1].  

Accepted: the elderly might not know how to use Skype and Facetime (1m) 

[2]

31 From paragraph 6, explain why Paro is able to encourage social interaction. Answer 
in your own words.

LU -
OW

From the passage: … responds to the human touch

OW: Paro gives a reaction [1] when it comes into (physical) contact with a 
person [1].

Not accepted: interacts (stated in the question); human actions =/= touch 
Accepted: answers to

[2]

32 Here is a part of a conversation between Robobear and Paro after they have read 
the article.
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(i) Give a piece of evidence from paragraph 3 to support Robobear’s view. F

The Resyone is a robotic device that transforms from a bed to an electric 
wheelchair, eliminating the need for multiple caregivers.
Robobear, could also eliminate the need for multiple caregivers by helping 
transfer seniors from the bed to a wheelchair

[1]

(ii) How would Paro support his position with reference to paragraph 6? F
Robots allow people to still feel a sense of achievement, a sense of identity. 
They become the carer instead of the cared for, and that it what makes them 
feel more positive about themselves and their lives [1]

Paro

Robobear

It is important for 
robots to carry out 
functional moves 
for the elderly. 

We should cater 
to the emotional 
health of the 
elderly too!   
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Section A [10 marks]

Carefully read the text below, consisting of 12 lines, about oil spills and otters. The first and 
last lines are correct. For eight of the remaining lines, there is one grammatical error in each 
line. There are two more lines with no errors.

If there is NO error in a line, put a tick ( ) in the space provided.
If the line is incorrect, circle the incorrect word and write the correct word in the space 
provided. The correct word you provide must not change the original meaning of the 
sentence.

Example:

I arrived   to  my destination at 2 p.m.    …at……… 

My mother always wears sensible clothes.    ……………

Two months after the 300-tonne oil spill in the East Johor Strait there was

little signs of fresh animal life and there were still oil stains on seagrass

meadows in the bay at Changi Creek. The seagrasses here were still

bleaching. There were a few mangrove tree growing here and the oil stains

on them are still there. This morning at sunrise, when we began our survey

we feel disappointed to  see  the band of oil stain  still clearly visible and I

could smell the oil from above the seawall. Then surprisingly, I saw an otter!

It popped its head in the middle of a Creek. An hour later, Nick

beckoned us to join him. In the beautiful sunny morning, it were a 

treat to see a otter family with their recently born pups at the mangrove

trees! These baby will have to learn to survive oil spills, marine litter

and many other human-caused dangers. 

1………………..
  
2………………...

3………………...

4………………..

5………………..

6………………..

7……………….

8………………..

9………………..

10………………

                                               Adapted from http://feeds.feedburner.com/WildHappeningsInSingapore 
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Section B [30 marks]

You are advised to write between 150 and 180 words for this section.

You should look at the printout of a website on the River Safari on page 3, study the 
information carefully and plan your answer before beginning to write. 

Your cousin, Mary, who lives in New Zealand is planning to visit Singapore in June. Write a 
letter to her and share your recent visit to the River Safari with your family. She has told you 
that she loves nature and you believe that she will enjoy visiting it. In your letter to your cousin, 
suggest that the two of you visit the River Safari in June.  

In your letter you should include the following details:

 what you and your family did at the River Safari
 how you felt during your day out at the attraction
 why you think she would enjoy spending a day with you at the River Safari

Write your letter in clear, accurate English and in a friendly and enthusiastic tone to get your 
cousin excited to visit the River Safari with you.

You may add any other details that might be of interest.

You should use your own words as much as possible. 
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Let the river run 

At the River Safari Singapore, meet manatees and monkeys, piranhas and pandas, as they 
r 

 

Explore the world's rivers 

Yangtze and -creatures such as the giant 
and the endangered giant Mekong 

 
 

Panda Mania 
Step into the Giant Panda Forest and meet the 

 Kai 
 Th

 
Up close and personal 

of the day in the good company of 
-

-
re! 

 
Shops: River Safari Souvenir Shop and House of Kai Kai and Jia Jia  
Eateries: River  
 

Adapted from www.riversafari.com.sg
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Section C [30 marks]

Begin your answer on a fresh page.

You are advised to write between 250 and 300 words on one of the following topics.

At the head of your composition, write the number of the topic you have chosen.

1. Write about a time when your mistake ended up being an advantage to you.

2. Write about an occasion when someone trusted the wrong person.

End of Paper
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Section A

Text 1 

Study the Instagram post below and answer Questions 1-5 in the Question Paper Booklet.
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Section B

Text  2

The text below is about how James Patridge rescued a girl who was on the verge of dying.
Read it carefully and answer Questions 6 - 14 in the Question Booklet.  

1 When Sean Kroll, aged two and a half, entered the bathroom with the words, 
‘Jennifer…in the water,’ the only thing running through his mother’s head was the 
possibility of another mopping up. As her son pointed, Tammy Kroll hurried into the 
kitchen and found her back door open. Her one-year-old daughter, Jennifer, was 
nowhere to be seen. ‘What’s going on?’ she wondered. 5 

2 With her son’s words pounding in her head, Tammy rushed outside. Looking around, she 
felt panic begin to grip her as her eyes centered on the above-ground pool. Although the 
water was only four feet deep, Tammy could not see past the murky surface due to the 
dirt accumulated from the long winter. Without a second thought, Tammy plunged into the 
icy cold water and watched in horror as the tiny body of her daughter floated up. 10

3 Grabbing hold of the lifeless body, Tammy struggled out of the pool and felt for any signs 
of life. There was none. Jennifer’s body was fast turning blue and her limbs flopped 
around like a rag doll. Holding the child in her arms, Tammy picked up the phone and 
dialled the operator. To her, it seemed like the phone rang endlessly until a recorded 
voice came on the line. ‘Due to work stoppage, we are unable to handle your call 
immediately.’ She then slammed down the receiver in frustration. Not knowing what else 
to do, she proceeded to give her daughter CPR and desperately repeated the blow, 
pause movements, stopping only to scream for help. 

15

4 A few blocks away from the Kroll’s residence, 38-year-old James Patridge was 
loading garbage bags in his garage. Left legless due to an accident 20 years ago, James 
was always thankful for being alive. Upon hearing the faint screams, James raced across 
the road on his wheelchair. Tammy’s cry had begun to sound more like a death wail, a 
sound James was well-acquainted with due to his years in Vietnam. James was 
determined not to let this scream end in disaster. He began to push even harder at the 
wheels of his wheelchair, oblivious to his wife, Sue, shouting his name behind him. 

20 

25

5 Sue soon caught up with him and they both searched anxiously for the source of the 
screams. James rolled himself onto the ground and struggled through the thick bushes, 
then scrambled up the eight wooden steps leading to Kroll’s home with Sue closely 
behind him. Tammy was screaming, ‘Don’t let my baby die,’ when she saw the two 
strangers coming towards her. Sue felt sick looking at the lifeless blue body which 
seemed dead to her. James, who was impeccably calm, moved quickly to Tammy’s side 
and felt for a pulse which was not there. The icy chill of the body left him wondering how 
long the child had been dead. He realised that even if he did manage to revive her, there 
was a serious risk of brain damage because of the shortage of oxygen. 

30

6 The first thing that James noticed was that Tammy was applying the wrong method of 
CPR. Praying as he took over, James felt relief wash over him when he heard the faint 
sound of sirens. As the sirens grew louder, James heard a slight gasp from Jennifer. 
‘She’s trying to breathe,’ he told Tammy. Although he could feel some signs for life, the 
beats were still faint and irregular so that James felt it was necessary to continue CPR 
while waiting for help to come.  A few minutes later, he was aware of a crowd of people 
surrounding him and the baby. 

Adapted from United Press International 
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Section C

Text 3

The text below is about advertising. Read it carefully and answer Questions 15 – 24 in the 
Question Booklet.

1 Advertising is as old as story-telling itself. For as long as people have wanted to 
persuade others to buy their goods, give them their vote or lay down their lives, they have 
used the methods of advertising. Of course, methods have changed over the years.  

2 At first, word of mouth was the only means of communicating, but after the invention of 
the first printing press and the arrival of the first newspaper, the camera, television, the 
home video recorder, the internet and now, social media, the persuasive methods of the 
advertising industry have become much more sophisticated. 

5 

3 Advertising appeals more to our emotions than to our minds. Therefore, persuasive 
techniques, though not deceptive, are certainly biased in favour of its product. 
Advertisements are fast and short. They deliver their message in minimum time and 
space. They are concentrated. Their language and images are extremely dense. They 
appeal to consumers’ emotions rather than to their logic. Advertisements are also 
entertaining, so that it draws attention to itself because advertisements have to compete 
against every other competitor for consumers’ attention. 

10

4 One of the oldest devices used by promoters to attract and convince consumers is the 
testimonial. This is popular since the days of snake-oil salesmen who used to travel 
through country towns with a wagon-load of medicines and pharmaceuticals. The product 
is endorsed by someone else – by a professional or expert in the area of knowledge; or 
by a ‘personality’, a well-known identity; or by the average consumer who has regularly 
used the product and can vouch for it. 

15

20

5 Symbols are also used extensively by the advertising industry. Symbols are particularly 
popular in print advertisements, which have to suggest many things in one shot. For 
example, what do you associate with the following symbols: a red rose, pearls, and a 
gold ring? Advertisers often use symbols and labels to appeal to our subconscious mind. 
For example, advertisers often associate designer labels and items such as sunglasses 
and jewellery with social status. 

25

6 Language is especially important in deciding whether or not an advertisement is 
successful. All kinds of word games are included in advertisements. Slogans are short, 
sharp phrases or sentences which are memorable. Puns are jokes which exploit two 
meanings of the same word. Proverbs are traditional sayings containing some truth or 
advice. Advertisers often adapt a proverb or saying to fit their own purposes. Emotive 
language is language that sparks your emotions. Words that are used often have positive 
connotations. 

30

7 Lastly, the use of adjectives can help the advertiser in crafting an effective message. 
There are three forms – regular, comparative and superlative. The superlative form 
usually defines the most extreme form of that quality. Naturally, the advertising industry 
relies heavily upon superlatives. 

Adapted from Advertising, Heather Jones and Cecilia Woodhouse
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Section A [5 marks]

Text 1

Refer to the advertisement (Text 1) on page 2 of the Insert for Questions 1–5.  

1 Which organisation is responsible for this Instagram post? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

.............................................................................................................................................[1] 

2 ‘Is your house safe for your pet? Are you financially able? Will your family members 
object?’

What is the purpose of asking such a question?

...............................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................[1]

3 Who is the target audience? 

...............................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................[1]

4 How can the reader obtain more information on pet ownership?

...............................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................[1]

5 Quote one of the imperative sentences used in the write-up.

...............................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................[1]
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Section B [15 marks]

Text 2

Refer to Text 2 on page 3 of the Insert for Questions 6 - 14.

6 What was Sean trying to tell his mother? 

...............................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................[1] 

7 ‘With her son’s words pounding in her head…’ (line 6).

What does this tell you about how Tammy’s feelings? 

................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................[1]

8 Quote a phrase in Paragraph 2 that has the same meaning as ‘immediately’.

...............................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................[1]

9 In Paragraph 3, the author used a metaphor to show that Jennifer was ‘lifeless’ (line 11).
Quote the expression. 

...............................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................[1]

10 Explain the expression ‘it seemed like the phone rang endlessly’ (line 14) and what it tells
you about Tammy’s feelings.

……………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

..............................................................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................[2] 

11 In Paragraph 5, the language used suggests that James seemed to have a hard time 
reaching the family in distress to render his help. Identify three of James’s actions in 
Paragraph 5 that suggest that difficulty.

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................[3]
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12 Why do you think James was ‘impeccably calm’ (line 31)?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

...............................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................[1]

13 Quote two phrases that suggest that the chance of saving Jennifer was slim. 

..............................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................[2] 

14 (a) From Paragraph 6, what were the signs that showed Jennifer was alive? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

...............................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................[2] 

(b) James ‘felt relief wash over him when he heard the faint sound of sirens’. Explain why he 
felt that way. 

...............................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................[1]
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Section C [20 marks]

Text 3

Refer to Text 3 on pages 4 of the Insert for Questions 15 - 24.

15 Quote a word from Paragraph 1 that has the same meaning as ‘urge’. 

...............................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................[1]
                                                                                                                             

16 Explain in your own words what ‘word of mouth’ (line 4) means. 

...............................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................[1]

17 ‘After the invention of the first printing press...the internet and now, social media’ (lines 4 –
6). Give one reason why has advertising today become ‘much more sophisticated’ with 
regard to the quoted lines above. 

...............................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................[1]

18 ‘Advertising appeals more to our emotions than to your minds’ (line 8). Quote another word 
in the same paragraph that suggests the use of the mind. 

...............................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................[1]

19 In Paragraph 3, the author applied repetitive sentence structures for a few sentences. What 
do you think is his purpose in doing so? 

...............................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................[1]

20 Why are advertisements entertaining? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

............................................................................................................................................[2] 
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21 According to Paragraph 4, which groups of people can recommend a product, and why? 

Group 1 Group 2 Group 3

........................................[1] ........................................[1] ........................................[1]

Reason Reason Reason

........................................

........................................

.......................................[1]

........................................

........................................

.......................................[1]

........................................

........................................

......................................[1]

22 With reference to Paragraph 5, why are symbols popular and how do they work? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

............................................................................................................................................[2]

23 Here is a part of a conversation between two students, Jill and Jack, who have read the 
article.

Jill                                                   Jack

With reference to Paragraph 6, what examples can Jill give to Jack to explain her claim? 

The use of: 

…………………………………[1], 

…………………………………[1] and 

…………………………………[1]. 
                                                                                                                                                    

Language is the key 
to the success of an 

advertisement.  

Could you give me 
some examples?  
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24 (a) Circle the superlative: 

BAD WORST WORSE

                                                                                                                                             [1]

(b) Why do you think advertising industry relies heavily upon superlatives? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

............................................................................................................................................[1]

End of Paper 
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Answer Key

Section A [10 marks]
Carefully read the text below, consisting of 12 lines, about otters. The first and last lines are 
correct. For eight of the remaining lines, there is one grammatical error in each line. There are 
two more lines with no errors.
If there is NO error in a line, put a tick ( ) in the space provided.
If the line is incorrect, circle the incorrect word and write the correct word in the space 
provided. The correct word you provide must not change the original meaning of the 
sentence.

Example:
I arrived   to my destination at 2 p.m. …at……… 
My mother always wears sensible clothes. ……………

Two months after the 300-tonne oil spill in the East Johor Strait there was

little signs of fresh animal life and there were still oil stains on seagrass

meadows in the bay at Changi Creek. The seagrasses here were still

bleaching. There were a few mangrove tree growing here and the oil stains

on them are still there. This morning at sunrise, when we began our survey

we feel disappointed to  see  the band of oil stain  still clearly visible and I

could smell the oil from above the seawall. Then surprisingly, I saw an otter! 

It popped its head in the middle of a Creek.  An hour later, Nick

beckoned us to join him. In the beautiful sunny morning, it were a 

treat to see a otter family with their recently born pups at the mangrove

trees! These baby will have to learn to survive oil spills, marine litter

and many other human-caused dangers. 

1 sign (SVA)

2

3 trees (N)

4 were ( T)

5  felt (T)

6

7 the (article)

8 was ( SVA)

9 an (article)

10 babies (N)

Adapted from http://feeds.feedburner.com/WildHappeningsInSingapore
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MARKING SCHEME
MID-YEAR EXAMINATION 2017

SEC 1 EXPRESS PAPER 2 COMPREHENSION
  

Section A [5 marks]

Text 1

Refer to the advertisement (Text 1) on page 2 of the Insert for Questions 1–5.

1 Which organisation is responsible for this Instagram post?

The organisation is Singapore Pet Welfare Society. [1] 

N.B: In complete sentence

2 ‘Is your house safe for your pet? Are you financially able? Will your family members 
object?’ [Language Impact]

What is the purpose of asking such a question?

The purpose is to get the audience / readers to consider / think about these factors
before they commit to adopting a pet. 

Not accepted: 
- Capture audience attention  

3 Who is the target audience? [Literal] 

The target audience is people who intend to get a pet. / Prospective pet owners 

Not accepted: 
- Instagram users / Social Media users / Pet owners  

4 How can the reader obtain more information on pet ownership? [Literal]

They can visit the website, www.petwelfare.org

Not accepted: 
- Website (w/o stating the URL), incomplete sentence, transference sp. Error 

5 Quote one of the imperative sentences used in the write-up.  [Quote/Lang. Use]

The sentence is “Say NO to irresponsible abandonment, indiscriminate breeding and 
casual ownership” / “Find out more on our website: www.petwelfare.org. “

Not accepted:
- Absence of quotation marks 

Section B [15 marks]
Text 2
Refer to Text 2 on page 3 of the Insert for Questions 5 - 14.

6 What was Sean trying to tell his mother? [Infer]
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Sean was trying to tell her mother that his sister had fallen into the pool. [1] 

Accepted: Was drowning… 
Not accepted: Had drowned 

7 ‘With her son’s words pounding in her head…’ (line 6) 

What does this tell you about how Tammy’s feelings? [Lang Use]  

Tammy had an uneasy feeling / nagging thought that something bad might have 
happened. [1] very worried / anxious

Not accepted: Scared / frightened / worried

Students often gave a list of feelings. If the first feeling in the list is not accurate as 
an answer, no marks will be awarded. It is not the examiner’s responsibility to 
perform a MCQ-selection for the student. 

8 Quote a phrase in paragraph 2 that has the same meaning as ‘immediately’. [Quote] 

The phrase is ‘Without a second thought’. [1] 

9 In paragraph 3, the author used a metaphor to show that Jennifer was ‘lifeless’ (line 11). 
Quote the expression.  [Quote / Lang Use]

The expression is ‘her limbs flopped around like a rag doll’ [1]

10 Explain the expression ‘it seemed like the phone rang endlessly’ (line 14) and what it tells 
you about Tammy’s feelings? [Lang Use]

The expression means that phone went on ringing for a long time [1] and Tammy 
was impatient / frustrated [1]. (One mark is awarded if ‘impatient’ is present in the 
answer, e.g. Student’s Answer: ‘Tammy was impatient and nervous’.) (Student must 
realise ‘rang endlessly’ is a metaphorical expression that means ‘went on ringing for 
a long time’. They do not need to infer that ‘it took a long time for someone to 
answer the phone’ as this may not be true. The expression is a reflection of Tammy’s 
mental state. ) 

Not accepted: the phone did not stop ringing / nobody picked up the call / Tammy 
was nervous / worried.

11 In paragraph 5, the language used suggests that James seemed to have a hard time 
reaching the family in distress to render his help. Identify three of James’s actions in 
paragraph 5 that suggest that difficult. [Literal] 

James ‘rolled himself onto ground’ [1], ‘struggled through the thick buses’ [1] and 
‘scrambled up the steps to Kroll’s home.’ [1] 

Absence of quotation mark is accepted this time round but students should take 
note on using quotation marks if they are quoting direct.
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Student should not number their points 
Excess and irrelevant point(s) are penalised. 
Not accepted: raced across the road on his wheelchair 

12 Why do you think James might be ‘impeccably calm’? (line 31) [Infer] 

James could be very experienced in such situations due to his years in Vietnam. [1] / 
He had a similar experience before. 

Not accepted: James was a calm and steady person. 

13 Quote two phrases that suggest that the chance of saving Jennifer was slim.  [Quote]

The two phrases are ‘lifeless blue body’ and the ‘icy chill of the body’.

Also accepted: ‘ no visible signs of life.’ / ‘serious risk of brain damage’ / ‘felt for a
pulse which was not there’ / ‘icy chill of the body which seemed dead’ 

14 (a) From paragraph 6, what were the signs that showed Jennifer was alive? [Literal]

There was a slight gasp from Jennifer, showing that she was trying to breathe [1] 
and there was a faint heartbeat. [1] 

Student must really learn to express their points in complete sentence. The marker 
has been lenient awarded to points to students who answered in incomplete 
sentence. Points expressed in complete sentences are self-penalising as they may 
be unclear. 

(b) James ‘felt relief wash over him when he heard the faint sound of sirens.’ Explain why 
he felt that way. 

He probably felt that he was not competent enough to revive Jennifer and 
professional help was approaching. [1]

Section C [20 marks]

Text 3

Refer to Text 3 on pages 4 of the Insert for Questions 15 - 24.

15 Quote a word from Paragraph 1 that has the same meaning as ‘urge’. 

The word is ‘persuade’. [1] 

16 Explain in your own words what ‘word of mouth’ (line 4) means. [UYOW]
It means the passing / transmission of message verbally [1]. / by talking. 

Accept any other reasonable paraphrased answers. 
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17 ‘After the invention of the first printing press...the internet and now, social media.’ (lines 4 –
6). Give one reason why has advertising today become ‘much more sophisticated’ with 
regard to the quoted lines above. [Vocab] 

It is because there are more ways / platforms to spread a message today. [1] People 
have to garner more attention [1] 

18 In paragraph 3, ‘Advertising appeals more to our emotions than to your minds.’ (line 7) 
Quote another word in the same paragraph that suggests the use of the mind. [Quote]

The word is ‘logic’. [1] (line 12) 

19 In paragraph 3, the author applied repetitive sentence structure for a few sentences. What 
do you think is his purpose in doing so? [Lang Impact] 

He used repetitive sentence structure to list the features / characteristics of 
advertisements. [1] / to show through the fixed and repetitive sentence structure that 
there seems to be a fixed formula / process in how advertisements are created. 

20 Why are advertisements entertaining? [Literal]

Advertisements are entertaining because it needs to draw attention to itself and they 
have to compete against every other competitor for consumers’ attention. [2] 

21 According to paragraph 4, which groups of people can recommend a product, and why? 
[Classify]

Group 1 Group 2 Group 3

Professionals [1] Personalities [1] Average consumer [1]

Reason Reason Reason

He or she is an expert in 
the area of knowledge 
and therefore can 
endorse the product.  [1]

He or she is well-known 
and can attract others to 
buy the product. [1]

He or she has regularly 
used the product and can 
vouch for it. [1] 

22 With reference to paragraph 5, why are symbols popular and how do they work? [Literal]

Symbols are popular because it can suggest many things in one shot [1]. They work 
by appealing to our subconscious mind. [1] 

23 Here is a part of a conversation between two students, Jill and Jack, who have read the 
article. [Literal]

With reference to Paragraph 6, what examples can Jill give to Jack to explain her claim? 

The use of:  

Slogans [1], / emotive language [1] / sharp phrases [1] 
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Puns [1] and 

Proverbs [1].
                                                                                                                                               

24 (a) Circle the superlative: [Lang Use]

BAD  WORST WORSE

                                                                                                                                             [1]
(b) Why do you think advertising industry relies heavily upon superlatives? [Inference]

They rely heavily upon superlative because they want to present their product in the 
best way possible.  Accept other reasonable variations. 

Most students simply gave the definition of ‘superlative’
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Section A (10 marks)

Carefully read the text below, consisting of 12 lines about how being middle-aged comes with 
worries and health concerns.  The first and the last lines are correct.  For eight of the lines, there is 
one grammatical error in each line. There are two more lines with no errors.

If there is NO error in a line, put a tick ( ) in the space provided.
If the line is incorrect, circle the incorrect word and write the correct word in the space provided. 
The correct word you provide must not change the original meaning of the sentence.

Examples:

I arrived  to  my destination at 2 pm.

My mother always wears sensible clothes.

at______

___ _____

I regard health screenings with as much dread as I did examinations when I was younger.

If I can avoid them, I will.  Wait for the results is more excruciating than waiting for my 1 

O- and A-level results years ago.  I go for my last medical check-up in April 2013.  When 2

2015 arrived, I had various excuses to delay my yearly check-up again.  There were too 3 

much work to do. However things settled down at the end of the year, I came up 4

with more excuses. There was no point doing it before my holiday in December and 5 

if it was a bad report, my holiday would be ruined or cancelled.  Last Monday, I found out 6 

that someone I know had discovered a medical condition before an annual check-up.  The 7 

news shocked me.  It also hit me how stupid I has been.  Knowing it early will mean 8 

treatment is more likely to succeed and that will increase my chances of survival.  So for 9

2016, here is what I aim to do: Going for yearly health check-ups from now on.  Get the 10

best medical insurance coverage I can afford.  Stay calm.  Smile. And say that little prayer.

Adapted from The Sunday Times, ‘Fighting fear in Middle Age’, Sumiko Tan, Jan 17 2016 
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Section B (30 marks)

You are advised to write between 200 and 300 words for this section.

You should look at the webpage about the Singapore Youth Olympic Museum (SYOM) 
on page 4. Study the information carefully and plan your answer before beginning to 
write.

Your 13-year old cousin and your aunt and uncle live in America.  They have decided to 
come to Singapore for a holiday.  They love sports and are interested to visit the 
Singapore Youth Olympic Museum (SYOM).

As you recently went on a learning journey to the SYOM with your school, you can write 
an email to your cousin about your experience.  You should include the following: 

two memorabilia that you saw  
the talk by Yip Pin Xiu and what you learnt from it
your experience trying out the hands-on exhibits
why you think your cousin will enjoy visiting SYOM

Write your email in clear, accurate English and in a welcoming, enthusiastic tone to 
encourage your cousin to look forward to the museum visit.  

You should use your own words as much as possible.
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https://www.google.com.sg/Youth+Olympic+Games&*

SINGAPORE YOUTH OLYMPIC MUSEUM (SYOM) 
The Youth Olympic Games holds a special place in the heart of the Singapore sporting scene 
since the country was the first to host this prestigious event. The Singapore Youth Olympic 
Museum (SYOM) commemorates the hosting of the Singapore 2010 Youth Olympic Games 
(YOG) and continues the Singapore Youth Olympic Games Organising Committee’s (SYOGOC) 
vision of “Inspiring Youths, Sporting Singapore”. It also serves to promote Olympism within the 
region.
Memorabilia 1 – Olympic Torch

Memorabilia 2 – Joseph Schooling’s gold medal 

Activity 1 – Talk by Yip Pin Xiu

Activity 2 – Be an Olympian

You will soon find yourself looking at 
items of greater interest such as the 
torch used to bear the flame at 2010 
Youth Olympic Games. This is 
mounted in a glass case.  

Venturing further in, the pride of place 
belongs to Joseph Schooling’s much talked 
about Gold medal, won at the 2016 Rio 
Olympics.

Yip Pin Xiu is a Singaporean backstroke 
swimmer. She is a three-time Paralympic gold 
medallist with two world records in the 50 m 
backstroke S2 and the 100 m backstroke S2. She 
has muscular dystrophy and competes in the S3 
category for the physically impaired. Be inspired by 
how she overcame the challenges and won 3 
Olympic golds.

Imagine being an Olympian by trying out 
the various hands-on exhibits.  You can 
climb aboard a horse and be an 
equestrian or be Usain Bolt at the running 
block station. 
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Section C (30 marks)
Begin your answer on a fresh page.

You are advised to write between 300 and 400 words on one of the following topics.

At the head of your composition, write the number of the topic you have chosen.

1. Write about a time when you did a good deed.      

2. Write about a time when you felt a sense of achievement.     
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     Section A

Text 1  

The text below describes a young man’s experience in a new town. Read it carefully 
and answer Questions 1–10 in the Question Paper Booklet. 

1 Billy Weaver had travelled down from London on the slow afternoon train, with a 
change at Swindon on the way. By the time he got to Bath, it was about nine 
o’clock in the evening and the moon was coming up out of a clear starry sky over 
the houses opposite the station entrance. However the air was deadly cold and the 
wind was like a flat blade of ice on his cheeks. 5 

2

3 

“Excuse me,” he asked the station-master, “but is there a fairly cheap hotel not too 
far away from here?” 

“Try the inn, The Bell and Dragon,” the station-master answered, pointing down the 
road. “They might take you in. It’s about 400m along on the other side.” 

4 Billy thanked him, picked up his suitcase, and set out to walk to The Bell and 
Dragon. He had never been to Bath before. Mr Greenslade at the Head Office in 
London had told him it was a splendid city. “Find your own lodgings,” he had said, 
“and then go along and report to the Branch Manager as soon as you’ve got 
yourself settled.”

10

5 Billy was seventeen years old. He was wearing a new navy-blue overcoat, a new 
brown hat, and a new brown suit. He walked briskly down the street. He was trying 
to do everything briskly these days. Briskness, he had decided, was the one 
common characteristic of all successful businessmen. The big shots up at Head 
Office were absolutely fantastically brisk all the time. They were amazing.

15

6 There were no shops on this wide street that he was walking along, only a line of 
tall houses on each side, all them identical. They had porches and pillars and four 
or five steps going up to their front doors. It was obvious that once upon a time 
they had been very swanky residences. However, even in the darkness, he could 
see that the paint was peeling from the woodwork on their doors and windows, and 
that the handsome white facades were cracked and blotchy from neglect.

20

25

7 A glass window of a house was brilliantly illuminated by a street-lamp not far away. 
Billy caught sight of a printed notice propped up against the glass in one of the 
upper panes. It said BED AND BREAKFAST. There was a vase of yellow 
chrysanthemums, tall and beautiful, standing just underneath the notice. He 
stopped walking. He went right up and peered through the glass into the room. The 
first thing he saw was a bright fire burning in the hearth. On the carpet in front of 
the fire, a pretty little dachshund was curled up asleep with its nose tucked into its 
belly. 

30

8 The room itself, as far as he could see in the half-darkness, was filled with 
pleasant furniture. There was a baby-grand piano and a big sofa and several 
plump armchairs; and in one corner, he spotted a large parrot in a cage. Animals 
were usually a good sign in a place like this, Billy told himself; and overall, it looked 
to him as though it would be a decent house to stay in. Certainly, it would be more 
comfortable than The Bell and Dragon.

35
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9 On the other hand, an inn would be more congenial than a boarding-house. There 
would be games and darts in the evenings, and lots of people to talk to, and it 
would probably be a good bit cheaper, too. He had stayed a couple of nights in an 
inn once before and he had liked it. He had never stayed in any boarding-houses, 
and he was a tiny bit frightened of them. The name itself conjured up images of 
watery cabbage, greedy landladies, and a powerful smell of kippers1 in the living-
room. 

40

45

10 After dithering about like this in the cold for two or three minutes, Billy decided that 
he would walk on and take a look at The Bell and Dragon before making up his 
mind. He turned to go. He was in the act of stepping back and turning away from 
the window when all at once his eye was caught and held in the most peculiar 
manner by the small notice that was there. BED AND BREAKFAST, it said. BED 
AND BREAKFAST, BED AND BREAKFAST, BED AND BREAKFAST. Each word 
was like a large black eye staring at him through the glass, holding him, compelling 
him, forcing him to stay where he was and not to walk away from that house. The 
next thing he knew, he was actually moving across from the window to the front 
door of the house, and climbing the steps that led up to it. He pressed the bell. 

50

55

11 Normally you ring the bell and you have at least a half-minute’s wait before the 
door opens. But this old lady was a like a jack-in-the-box. He pressed the bell - and
out she popped! It made him jump. She was about forty-five or fifty years old, and 
the moment she saw him, she gave him a warm welcoming smile. “Please come 
in,” she said pleasantly. 

60

Adapted from the Landlady by Roald Dahl

1 kippers: a small, oily fish, that has been salted or pickled, and smoked. 
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Section B

Text 2 

The text below is about breaking bad habits. Read it carefully and answer Questions
11-18 in the Question Paper Booklet.   

1 You are the sum of your habits. When you allow bad habits to take over, they 
dramatically impede your path to success. The challenge is bad habits are 
insidious, creeping up on you slowly until you do not even notice the damage they 
are causing. Breaking bad habits requires self-control—and lots of it. Research 
show that self-control has huge implications for success. Self-control is like a 
muscle. To build it up, you need to exercise it. What are some of the common bad 
habits? 

1

5 

2 Most people do not even realize exposure to short-wavelength blue light before 
sleep harms their sleep quality and productivity. In the morning, sunlight contains 
high concentrations of this blue light. When your eyes are exposed to it directly, 
the blue light halts production of the sleep-inducing hormone melatonin and 
makes you feel more alert. In the afternoon, the sun’s rays lose their blue light, 
which allows your body to produce melatonin and start making you sleepy. By the 
evening, your brain does not expect any blue light exposure and is very sensitive 
to it. Most of our favourite electronic devices - laptops, tablets, and mobile phones 
- emit short-wavelength blue light brightly and right in your face. This exposure 
impairs melatonin production and interferes with your ability to fall asleep as well 
as with the quality of your sleep once you do nod off. As we have all experienced, 
a poor night’s sleep has disastrous effects. 

10

15

3 Another bad habit is the constant checking of notifications. It takes you 15 
consecutive minutes of focus before you can fully engage in a task. Once you do, 
you fall into a euphoric state of increased productivity called flow. Research 
shows that people in a flow state are five times more productive than they 
otherwise would be. When you click out of your work because you get an itch to 
surf the Internet to check the news, Instagram post, a sport’s score, this pulls you 
out of flow. This means you have to go through another 15 minutes of continuous 
focus to re-enter the flow state. If you have the habit to check the notifications all 
the time, you can go through an entire day without experiencing flow and be very 
unproductive.   

20

25

4 Thirdly, the more difficulty that you have saying no, the more likely you are to 
experience stress, burnout, and even depression. Saying no is indeed a major 
self-control challenge for many people. “No” is a powerful word that you should 
not be afraid to wield. When it is time to say no, emotionally intelligent people 
avoid phrases like “I don’t think I can” or “I’m not certain.” Saying no to a new 
commitment honours your existing commitments and gives you the opportunity to 
successfully fulfill them. Just remind yourself that saying no is an act of self-
control now that will increase your future self-control by preventing the negative 
effects of over commitment.

30

35 

5 Do malicious people often annoy you? A negative habit is spending time thinking 
how vexing these people are. There will always be toxic people who have a way 
of getting under your skin and staying there. When you spend time thinking about 
toxic people, you are wasting your time and energy. There are more people out 

40 
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there who deserve your attention. The last thing you want to do is think about the 
people who do not and should not matter.

6 Do you often chatter and share tales about people around you? Gossipers derive 
pleasure from other people’s misfortunes. It might be fun to peer into somebody 
else’s personal or professional faux pas at first, but over time, it gets tiring, makes 
you feel gross, and hurts other people. There are too many positives out there 
and too much to learn from interesting people to waste your time talking about the 
misfortune of others.

45

50

7 By practising self-control to break these bad habits, you can simultaneously 
strengthen your self-control muscle and abolish nasty habits that have the power 
to bring your career to a grinding halt.

Adapted from The Huffington Post  by Dr. Travis Bradberry 
: http://www.huffingtonpost.com/dr-travis-bradberry/10-bad-habits-you-must-el_b_14577098.html
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3 May 2017 (Wednesday)      Duration: 1 h 50 min
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Class:              1_____  

READ THESE INSTRUCTIONS FIRST

1. Write your name, index number and class in the spaces at the top of this page.

2. Read the instructions and questions in each section carefully before answering. 

3. Answer Questions 1 - 18 in the spaces provided. 
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Section A [25 marks]

Refer to Text 1 on page 2 and 3 of the insert and answer Questions 1 – 10. 

1 In paragraph 1, the writer describes the wind in an interesting way.

(i) What is the wind compared to? 

_________________________________________________________________________ [1]

(ii) Give two reasons why the comparison is effective.  

          
___________________________________________________________________________

       _________________________________________________________________________ [2] 

2      What was the reason for Billy Weaver to go to Bath? 

       _________________________________________________________________________ [1]

  
3     Which word in paragraph 4 has the same meaning as “accommodation”?
       
         __________________________________________________________________________[1]

4      “Briskness, he had decided, was the one common characteristic of all successful businessmen. 
The big shots up at Head Office were absolutely fantastically brisk all the time. They were 
amazing.” (lines 17-19)  

(i) Why did he decide to “do everything briskly these days”? Explain in your own words.

         ___________________________________________________________________________

         __________________________________________________________________________[2]  

(ii) How did Billy Weaver feel towards “the big shots at Head Office”?

         __________________________________________________________________________[1]
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5 Refer to paragraph 6. 

(i) What are the two features of the houses that gave the impression that they were once 
“swanky residences”? 

           __________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ [2]

(ii) “However, even in the darkness, he could see that the paint was peeling from the 
woodwork on their doors and windows, and that the handsome white facades were cracked 
and blotchy from neglect.” (lines 23-25)

From the sentence given above, identify two examples to support the idea that the tall houses 
were no longer cared for. Each example should not be more than 7 words.  

  

Example 1                                                                                                   

Example 2                                                                                                   
[2]

6 Explain, in your own words, why the house Billy Weaver saw in Paragraph 7 looked “more 
comfortable than The Bell and Dragon”. 

Description The house looked…

“a bright fire burning in the hearth” 
(line 31)

“a pretty little dachshund was curled up 
asleep with its nose tucked into its belly” 
(lines 32-33)

             [2]

7 “Animals are usually a good sign in a place like this…” (lines 36-37) Suggest why the presence 
of pets can be considered “a good sign”.  

           ___________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ [1]
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8      With reference to paragraphs 9 and 10, quote the word that has the same meaning as the 
following words in the table.                                                                                                                      

          
Meaning Word from the passage

friendly     
                                                                                              

hesitating

strange 

[3]
9      With reference to paragraph 11,

(i) what is the old lady compared to? 
         

_________________________________________________________________________ [1]            

(ii) what is the effect of this comparison? 

_________________________________________________________________________ [1]           
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10     The structure of the text captures Billy Weaver’s feelings in the text. 

Complete the diagram below by choosing one word from the box to summarise the focus in
each part of the text. The first box has been filled in for you. There is one extra word in the box        

          you do not need to use. [5] 

enthusiastic tired clueless curious mesmerised undecided shocked
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Section B [25 marks]

Text 2

Refer to Text 2 on pages 4 and 5 of the insert and answer Questions 11 – 18. 

11 “When you allow bad habits to take over, they dramatically impede your path to success.”
(lines 1-2)
What is the consequence of allowing bad habits to take over? Explain in your own words.

  
_________________________________________________________________________ [1] 

12 Why are bad habits “insidious” (line 3)? 

__________________________________________________________________________

           ________________________________________________________________________ [2]

13 In paragraph 2, how does the short-wavelength blue light affect the production of the hormone 
melatonin? Explain in your words.  

[2]

14 Here are two opinions shared by two friends, Diana and Zacharie, about their friend, Jan.

                                                  

Morning

Evening

I am worried about Jan. 
She seems overwhelmed 

with work.     

Jan really needs to learn 
to say no. She never 

seems to reject anyone 
who asks for her help.

Diana Zacharie
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(i) Identify two emotions stated in Paragraph 4 that Diana can use to describe Jan’s emotional 
state. 

1. _____________________________________ [1]

2. _____________________________________ [1] 

(ii) With reference to Paragraph 4, why should Jan consider Zacharie’s advice? 

____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________[2]

15

16

17

Suggest a characteristic of “toxic people” who are described to “have a way of getting under your 
skin” (lines 40-41).

__________________________________________________________________________ [1] 

(i) Which word in paragraph 6 has the same meaning as “bad luck”?

__________________________________________________________________________ [1] 

(ii) In your own words, explain two negative effects of gossip. 

____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________[2]

What are the two benefits of practising self-control to break bad habits? 

____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________[2]
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18 Summarise the five common bad habits people have and their negative effects. 

Use only the material from paragraphs 2 to 6.

You are to write down only the relevant points in the table below. Each line should only have one 
content point. Each point should not be more than 12 words. Please do not copy in excess.
Marks may be deducted for excess words. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10

Content / 10

End of paper
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Section A (10 marks)

Carefully read the text below, consisting of 12 lines about how being middle-aged comes with 
worries and health concerns.  The first and the last lines are correct.  For eight of the lines, there is 
one grammatical error in each line. There are two more lines with no errors.

If there is NO error in a line, put a tick ( ) in the space provided.
If the line is incorrect, circle the incorrect word and write the correct word in the space provided.  
The correct word you provide must not change the original meaning of the sentence.

Examples:

I arrived  to  my destination at 2 pm.

My mother always wears sensible clothes.

at______

___ _____

I regard health screenings with as much dread as I did examinations when I was younger.

If I can avoid them, I will.  Wait for the results is more excruciating than waiting for my 1 waiting (T)

O- and A-level results years ago.  I go for my last medical check-up in April 2013.  When 2 went (T)

2015 arrived, I had various excuses to delay my yearly check-up again.  There were too 3 was (SVA) 

much work to do. However things settled down at the end of the year, I came up 4 When / Although (Con) 

with more excuses. There was no point doing it before my holiday in December and 5 because (Con)

if it was a bad report, my holiday would be ruined or cancelled.  Last Monday, I found out 6 

that someone I know had discovered a medical condition before an annual check-up.  The 7 after (Con)

news shocked me.  It also hit me how stupid I has been.  Knowing it early will mean 8 have (SVA)

treatment is more likely to succeed and that will increase my chances of survival.  So for 9

2016, here is what I aim to do: Going for yearly health check-ups from now on.  Get the 10 Go (tenses)

best medical insurance coverage I can afford.  Stay calm.  Smile. And say that little prayer.

Adapted from The Sunday Times, ‘Fighting fear in Middle Age’, Sumiko Tan, Jan 17 2016 

Sec 1 Express Paper 2 Answer Scheme 
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Section B (30 marks)

You are advised to write between 200 and 300 words for this section.

You should look at the webpage about the Singapore Youth Olympic Museum (SYOM) 
on page 4. Study the information carefully and plan your answer before beginning to 
write.

Your 13-year old cousin and your aunt and uncle live in America.  They have decided to 
come to Singapore for a holiday.  They love sports and are interested to visit the 
Singapore Youth Olympic Museum (SYOM).

As you recently went on a learning journey to the SYOM with your school, you can write 
an email to your cousin about your experience.  You should include the following: 

two memorabilia that you saw  
the talk by Yip Pin Xiu and what you learnt from it
your experience trying out the hands-on exhibits
why you think your cousin will enjoy visiting SYOM

Write your email in clear, accurate English and in a welcoming, enthusiastic tone to 
encourage your cousin to look forward to the museum visit.  

You should use your own words as much as possible.
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https://www.google.com.sg/Youth+Olympic+Games&*

SINGAPORE YOUTH OLYMPIC MUSEUM (SYOM) 
The Youth Olympic Games holds a special place in the heart of the Singapore sporting scene 
since the country was the first to host this prestigious event. The Singapore Youth Olympic 
Museum (SYOM) commemorates the hosting of the Singapore 2010 Youth Olympic Games 
(YOG) and continues the Singapore Youth Olympic Games Organising Committee’s (SYOGOC) 
vision of “Inspiring Youths, Sporting Singapore”. It also serves to promote Olympism within the 
region.
Memorabilia 1 – Olympic Torch

Memorabilia 2 – Joseph Schooling’s gold medal 

Activity 1 – Talk by Yip Pin Xiu

Activity 2 – Be an Olympian

You will soon find yourself looking at 
items of greater interest such as the 
torch used to bear the flame at 2010 
Youth Olympic Games. This is 
mounted in a glass case.  

Venturing further in, the pride of place 
belongs to Joseph Schooling’s much talked 
about Gold medal, won at the 2016 Rio 
Olympics.

Yip Pin Xiu is a Singaporean backstroke 
swimmer. She is a three-time Paralympic gold 
medallist with two world records in the 50 m 
backstroke S2 and the 100 m backstroke S2. She 
has muscular dystrophyand competes in the S3 
category for the physically impaired. Be inspired by 
how she overcame the challenges and won 3 
Olympic golds.

Imagine being an Olympian by trying out 
the various hands-on exhibits.  You can 
climb aboard a horse and be an 
equestrian or be Usain Bolt at the running 
block station. 
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Suggested Answers (P1 Section B)

Para 1: Intro  
- used a suitable salutation.
- enquired about the health / well-being of my audience.
- included a detail to show how close writer’s relationship is with audience.

Para 2: Memorabilia
- olympic games torch and Joseph Schooling’s medal (what is it?)
- Why is it impt?
- impact on writer

Para 3: Talk by Yip Pin Xiu
- brief background on who she is
- what did you learn from the talk
- how can you apply it in your life?

Para 4: Hands-on activities
- What did writer do?
- what was interesting and fun about it?

Para 5: Conclusion
- reason why your cousin will enjoy visiting museum – link to sporty nature / learning  
- express personal wishes for cousin (in the meantime)
- express excitement that he is coming to Singapore
- use a complimentary close
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Section C (30 marks)
Begin your answer on a fresh page.

You are advised to write between 300 and 400 words on one of the following topics.

At the head of your composition, write the number of the topic you have chosen.

1. Write about a time when you did a good deed.      

2. Write about a time when you felt a sense of achievement.     
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Suggested Answers (P1 Section C)

Personal Recount
- written in the first person throughout the recount
- used the past tense consistently
- described the main events clearly
- described my thoughts and feelings

Qn 1: Write about a time when you did a good deed.

- What was the good deed?
- What did you do?
- How did you feel before, during and after the good deed?
- What is your reflection after the good deed?      

Qn 2: Write about a time when you felt a sense of achievement.   
- What was the achievement?
- What did you do?
- How did you feel before, during and after the achievement?
- What is your reflection after the achievement?      
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Jurongville Secondary School
Mid Year Examination

2017

English Language
Paper 2

Secondary 1 Express  

ANSWER BOOKLET (MARKER’S REPORT)

3 May 2017 (Wednesday)      Duration: 1 h 50 min

Name:  _______________________________ [       ]    

Class:              1_____  

READ THESE INSTRUCTIONS FIRST

1. Write your name, index number and class in the spaces at the top of this page.

2. Read the instructions and questions in each section carefully before answering. 

3. Answer Questions 1 – 18 in the spaces provided. 

Setter: Ms Victoria Teo

This paper consists of 8 printed pages.

Sections Marks

Section A /25
Section B /25

Total /50
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Section A [25 marks]

Refer to Text 1 on page 2 and 3 of the insert and answer Questions 1 – 14. 

1 In paragraph 1, the writer describes the wind in an interesting way.  

(i) What is the wind compared to? (Language Impact / Explain)

The wind is compared to a flat blade of ice. [1]
MR: Most students are able to get this correct.

        
(ii) Give two reasons why the comparison is effective.  (Language Impact / Explain)

The first reason is that the wind is very chilly (1m) and the second reason is that the 
wind is very strong / relentless / sharp / the wind hurt his cheeks. (1m)

MR: Most students are able to get the fact the first mark (wind is very chilly / cold / freezing) 
but many students paraphrased the word ‘cold’ erroneously for the second mark most 
students only managed to get 1 mark.  

2      What was the reason for Billy Weaver to go to Bath? (Literal / Identify from passage)

       He went to Bath for his new job / due to new opportunities at work. [1]
MR: Very few students were able to get this correct. Many students wrote that he was sent to 
Bath by his boss to look for accommodation – they failed to understand that it was a new 
assignment / new job. Most of them did not infer this correctly.  

3     Which word in paragraph 4 has the same meaning as “accommodation”? (Literal / Quotation)

  The word is “lodgings”. [1]

4      “Briskness, he had decided, was the one common characteristic of all successful businessmen.
The big shots up at Head Office were absolutely fantastically brisk all the time. They were 
amazing.” (lines 17-19) 

(i) Why did he decide to “do everything briskly these days”? Explain in your own words.

Actual words: …one common characteristic of all successful businessmen… big shots up at 
Head Office…

He decided so as he wanted to imitate the mannerisms / quality of successful business 
people (1m) so that he would become a leader / manager / be promoted eventually (1m). 
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3

0m – if students use the words “common characteristic” / “big shots”

(ii) How did Billy Weaver feel towards “the big shots at Head Office”? 

He felt impressed / awed by the “big shots”. (1m)

5 Refer to paragraph 6. 

(i) What are the two features of the houses that gave the impression that they were once 
“swanky residences”? 

  The two features are the presence of porches (1m) and four of five steps leading to 
staircase. (1m)

(ii) “However, even in the darkness, he could see that the paint was peeling from the 
woodwork on their doors and windows, and that the handsome white facades were cracked 
and blotchy from neglect.” (lines 23-25)

From the sentence given above, identify two examples to support the idea that the tall houses 
were no longer cared for. Each example should not be more than 7 words.  

Example 1 “paint was peeling from the woodwork”
                                                                                                  

Example 2 “handsome white facades were cracked and blotchy”
                                                                                 

[2]

6 Explain, in your own words, why the house Billy Weaver saw in Paragraph 7 looked “more 
comfortable than The Bell and Dragon”. 

Description The house looked… 

“a bright fire burning in the hearth” 
(line 31)

warm / cosy. 
(1m)

“a pretty little dachshund was curled up 
asleep with its nose tucked into its belly” 
(lines 32-33)

a place where one could get a good night’s 
rest OR tranquil / peaceful place. (1m)

[2]

7 “Animals are usually a good sign in a place like this…” (lines 36-37) Suggest why the presence 
of pets can be considered “a good sign”.
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It is considered a good sign as this shows that the landlord will likely be kind since 
he/she cares for pets. [1]

8      With reference to paragraphs 9 and 10, quote the word or phrase that has the same meaning as 
the following words in the table.                                                                                                                

          
Meaning Word or phrase from the passage

friendly congenial

hesitating dithering

strange peculiar

                               [3]
9      Refer to paragraph 11.

(i) What is the old lady compared to? 

She is compared to a jack-in-the-box. (1m)                                                                                         

(ii) What is the effect of this comparison? 

It is to emphasize how sudden and unexpected the old woman was behaving.  [1]                       
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10     The structure of the text captures Billy Weaver’s feelings in the text. 

Complete the diagram below by choosing one word from the box to summarise the focus in
each part of the text. The first box has been filled in for you. There is one extra word in the box        

          you do not need to use. [5] 

enthusiastic tired clueless curious mesmerised undecided shocked

Clueless

curious Enthusiastic

MesmerizedUndecided
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Section B [25 marks]

Text 2

Refer to Text 2 on pages 4 and 5 of the insert and answer Questions 15 – 22. 

11 “When you allow bad habits to take over, they dramatically impede your path to success.”
(lines 1-2)

What is the consequence of allowing bad habits to take over? Explain in your own words.
  

Actual words: “impede your path to success”.

The consequence is that bad habits will stop a person from doing well. [1] 
[0m – if students use “impede” or “success”.]

12 Why are bad habits “insidious” (line 3)? 

Bad habits creep up on a person slowly (1m) until the person does not even notice the 
damage of the bad habits (1m).

13 In paragraph 2, how does the short-wavelength blue light from the sun affects the production of 
the hormone melatonin in one’s body? Explain in your words.  

[2]

Morning
Actual words: “halts production”

Production is stopped as there is a lot of blue light. (1m)

Evening

Actual words: “allows your body to produce melatonin…”

Production is functioning normally as there is no more blue 
light. (1m)
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7

14 Here are two opinions shared by two friends, Diana and Zacharie, about their friend, Jan.

                                                  

(i) Identify two emotions stated in Paragraph 4 that Diana can use to describe Jan’s emotional 
state. 

1. stress [1m] 

2. depression [1m] 

(ii) With reference to Paragraph 4, why should Jan consider Zacharie’s advice? 

Saying no will honour Jan’s existing commitments (1m) and allows her the opportunity to 
successfully fulfil them. (1m)

15

16

Suggest a characteristic of “toxic people” who are described to “have a way of getting under your 
skin”.  

They are irritating / exasperating / annoying. (1m)

(i) Which word in paragraph 6 has the same meaning as “bad luck”?

The word is “misfortune” (1m). 

(ii) In your words, explain two negative effects of gossip. 

Actual words from passage: “it gets tiring, makes you feel gross, and hurts other people.” 

One effect is that it drains you (1m) and the second effect is that you will harm other 
people emotionally. (1m) (Another effect is that you will feel disgusted with yourself – 
possible 1m)

Gladys Zi Qi

I am worried about Jan. 
She seems overwhelmed 

with work.     

Jan really needs to learn 
to say no. She never 

seems to reject anyone 
who asks for her help.
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17

18

What are the two benefits of practicing self-control to break bad habits? 

The first benefit is that you strengthen your self-control muscle (1m) and the second 
benefit is that you abolish nasty habits. (1m)

Summarise the five bad habits that will prevent a person from becoming successful and their 
negative effects. 

Rephrased into a question: 

What are the five bad habits that will prevent a person from becoming successful? What 
are their negative effects? 

Use only the material from paragraphs 2 to 6.

You are to write down only the relevant points in the table below. Each line should only have one 
content point. Each point should not be more than 12 words. Please do not copy in excess.
Marks may be deducted for excess words. 

1 Exposure to short-wavelength blue light before sleep

2 harms our sleep quality and productivity

3 If we check the notifications all the time

4 go through an entire day without experiencing flow and be very unproductive.

5 more difficulty that you have saying no

6 more likely you are to experience stress, burnout, and even depression

7 thinking about toxic people

8 wasting your time and energy.

9 Gossipers

10 makes you feel gross, and hurts other people

Content      / 10

End of paper
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[Turn over

Section A

Text 1

Study the advertisement below and answer Questions 1–5 in the Question Booklet.  
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Section B

Text 2

The text below describes the Burnell children and their doll’s house. Read the text
carefully and answer Questions 6–17 in the Question Booklet.

1

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

When dear old Mrs. Hay went back to town after staying with the Burnells,
she sent the children a doll's house. It was so big that the carter and Pat 
carried it into the courtyard, and there it stayed, propped up on two wooden 
boxes. No harm could come to it; it was summer. The sun rays kissed their 
faces. And perhaps the smell of paint would have gone off by the time it 
had to be taken in. For, really, the smell of paint coming from that doll's 
house ('Sweet of old Mrs. Hay, of course; most sweet and generous!')—but 
the smell of paint was quite enough to make anyone seriously ill, in Aunt 
Beryl's opinion. Even before the sacking was taken off. And when it was...

There stood the doll's house, a dark, oily, spinach green, picked out with 
bright yellow. Its two solid little chimneys, glued on to the roof, were painted 
red and white, and the door, gleaming with yellow varnish, was like a little 
slab of toffee. Four windows, real windows, were divided into panes by a 
broad streak of green. There was actually a tiny porch, too, painted yellow, 
with big lumps of congealed paint hanging along the edge.

But perfect, perfect little house! Who could possibly mind the smell. It was 
part of the joy, part of the newness.

"O-oh!" The Burnell children gaped at the doll house. It was too much for 
them. 

The Burnell children flew to school the next morning. They burned to tell 
everybody, to describe, to—well—to go around trumpeting about their doll's 
house before the school-bell rang.

"I'm to tell," said Isabel, "because I'm the eldest. And you two can join in 
after. But I'm to tell first."

There was nothing to answer. Isabel was bossy, but she was always right, 
and Lottie and Kezia knew too well the powers that went with being eldest. 
They brushed through the thick buttercups at the road edge and said 
nothing.

"And I'm to choose who's to come and see it first. Mother said I might."

But hurry as they might, by the time they had reached the tarred palings1 of 
the boys' playground the bell had begun to jangle. They only just had time 
to whip off their hats and fall into line before the roll was called. Never 
mind. Isabel tried to make up for it by looking very important and 

1

5 

10

15

20

25

30

                                                            
1 a fence made from pointed wooden or metal posts 
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10

11

mysterious and by whispering behind her hand to the girls near her, "Got 
something to tell you at playtime."

Playtime came and Isabel was surrounded. The girls of her class nearly 
fought to put their arms round her, to walk away with her, to beam 
flatteringly, to be her special friend. They stuck to her like glue. She held 
quite a court under the huge pine trees at the side of the playground. 
Isabel’s head spun from all the attention that she was getting. And the only 
two who stayed outside the ring were the two who were always outside, the
little Kelveys. They knew better than to come anywhere near the Burnells.

For the fact was, the school the Burnell children went to was not at all the 
kind of place their parents would have chosen if there had been any 
choice. But there was none. It was the only school for miles. And the 
consequence was all the children of the neighbourhood, the Judge's little 
girls, the doctor's daughters, the store-keeper's children, the milkman's, 
were forced to mix together. Not to speak of there being an equal number 
of rude, rough little boys as well. But the line had to be drawn somewhere. 
It was drawn at the Kelveys. 

Adapted from ‘The Doll’s House’ by Katherine Mansfield

35
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Section C

Text 3

The article below is about people’s love for Lego. Read it carefully and answer 
Questions 18–28 in the Question Booklet.

1

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

The company that makes the famous, little, plastic, interlocking bricks 
known as Lego started as a small shop in Billund, Denmark, established in 
1932. It was not until two years later that the business took the name of 
Lego, which came from the Danish words "Leg godt," meaning "play well."

We are all familiar with the Lego interlocking brick system. Patented over 
half a century ago, the little plastic bricks have not changed one bit. They 
do not need to. It is an elegant construction toy and it is proven difficult to 
improve upon. Lego has released hundreds (or more) new brick designs 
over the years and every single one of them will connect with the first 
bricks they produced. That is absolutely genius. 

With all that variation in brick design, almost anything is possible. That’s 
part of what makes Lego such an amazing toy. Whether you a working with 
a bin of random bricks or a specific set, you can build anything that you 
think of, that your heart fancies. However, detractors argue that there are 
limitations and it is frustrating when you lose pieces of Lego needed for 
construction and when you have already used the particular block needed 
in construction. 

With 62 pieces of Lego in the world for each one of us, a psychologist has 
given his take on what makes the toy so enduring. Jon Sutton, managing 
editor of The Psychologist, has written his own love letter to Lego, saying 
how he uses it as a psychological tool - and as a way to relax. 

He said, 'What was little more than a passing interest in childhood built into 
something of an obsession when I had my own children, and I should 
probably abandon the pretence that I am buying it for them.' He noted how 
other psychologists feel the same way. “Uta Frith (University College 
London) encouraged me to write an article, saying "the idea of a Lego cult 
is in no way exaggerated.”

'She even penned her own contribution, a "fan letter to Lego", and as 
Roger Highfield (author and executive at the National Museum of Science 
and Industry) has said, "a surprising number of people care about the 
aesthetic appeal of these little colourful blocks.” Sutton's journey took in a 
wide number of views.

'One feature which I think is significant is that the entry level of physical 
skill required to build with Lego is quite low. I have played with other 
construction kits where just the physical demands of fixing it together rather 
got in the way of the creativity and problem-solving opportunities. With 
Lego even quite young children can quickly start to put together models; it’s 

1

5 

10 

15

20

25

30
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8 

9 

10

11

easy to build, easy to change your ideas and undo and rebuild.’

‘When you watch children playing with Lego they are often problem-solving 
with the constructional aspects and involving themselves in a world of 
pretence. At the same time. I don’t recall that from my own childhood 
endeavours with, say, Meccano2, where the process of building was very 
valuable but more demanding, and so effectively closed out the imaginative 
aspects.'

Psychologist Alan Redman echoed the sentiments. He said, 'I have 
managed to use Lego in a professional capacity - mostly in assessment
exercises, but also as the basis for a spatial reasoning test. These isolated 
moments represent the high points of my practice. Everything else is 
monochrome by comparison.'

Writer Curtis Silver told Sutton: 'First, it taught us to follow them. The bag 
being dumped out onto the ground – that was chaos. The instructions 
guiding you through putting the pieces together – that was order. Second, it 
taught us to discard the directions, add the new bag to the current pieces 
and make whatever you wanted. This drove our minds crazy with sick 
organisational delight as children – the possibilities of what we could build.'

Psychologist Charles Fernyhough, from the University of Durham, said,
'What strikes me as particularly interesting about Lego is that it is non-
representational material that can be made to be representational – 
although of course that has changed in recent years with more and more 
pieces being specifically representational, depicting specific characters, 
tools, features.'

Adapted from http://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-2178872/Why-love-Lego--
leading-psychologist-reveals-builder-instinct-key-popularity-toy.html
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2 a children's toy consisting of a set of metal and plastic components for making mechanical models.
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Section A [5 marks]

Text 1

Refer to the advertisement (Text 1) on page 2 of the Insert for Questions 1–5.

1 The image shows a baby reaching for the apple hanging on the tree. How 
does this image help illustrate the message?

[1]

2 ‘USDA certified organics made with 100% all natural fruits and vegetables.’

How does the information presented in this line appeal to the reader?

[1]

3 Who is the target audience of the advertisement?

[1]

4 What is the purpose of the advertisement?

[1]

5 What does the phrase ‘on the go’ tell you about another advantage of 
Gerber Baby Food Pouches?

[1]
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Section B [20 marks]

Refer to Text 2 on pages 3 and 4 of the Insert for Questions 6–17.

6 (i) In paragraph 1, ‘The sun rays kissed their faces.’ (lines 4–5)

Which word suggests that the sun is a person?  

[1]

(ii) What does the sentence tell you about summer?

[1]

7 ‘the smell of paint was quite enough to make anyone seriously ill’ (line 8)

What does this suggest about the smell of the paint? 

[1]

8 Why was the word ‘oily’ (line 10) used to describe the doll’s house?

[1]

9 Why were the children not concerned about the smell?

[1]

10 Why was the doll’s house ‘too much for them’ (lines 18–19)?

[1]
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11 The writer uses words like ‘flew’ (line 20) and ‘trumpeting’ (line 21) when 
describing the Burnell children. 

What does the italicised word tell us about the character of the Burnell 
children? 

Italicised word Character of the Burnell Children
The Burnell 
children flew to 
school the next 
morning

go around 
trumpeting
about their doll's 
house

[2]

12 Refer to paragraph 9. Identify two expressions which showed that Isabel 
was unable to reach school in time to share with the other girls about her 
doll’s house. 

[2]

13 In paragraph 9, identify a word which has the same meaning as ‘strange’. 

[1]

14 What does the phrase ‘stuck to her like glue’ (line 38) tell you about the 
behaviour of the girls towards Isabel?

[2]
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15 ‘She held quite a court under the huge pine trees at the side of the 
playground.’ (lines 38–39)

What does this tell you about the number of people around Isabel?

[1]

16 ‘What does ‘the line’ (line 49) refer to?

[1]

17 The structure of the text reflects the feelings of the Burnell children.
Complete the flow chart by choosing one word from the box to summarise 
the main feeling described in each part of the text. There are some extra 
words in the box you do not need to use.

The Burnell children’s feelings

overwhelmed    depressed   decisive    amazed   excited    secretive

Flow Chart

Paragraph 1-4: (i) _________________________

Paragraphs 5: (ii) _________________________

Paragraph 6-8: (iii) ________________________

Paragraph 9: (iv) __________________________

Paragraph 10: (v) _________________________
[5]
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Section C [25 marks]

Refer to Text 3 on pages 5 and 6 of the Insert for Questions 18–28.

18 Pick a phrase from paragraph 2 that conveys the same meaning as being 
reputable. 

[1]

19 Why do you think Lego was ‘patented over half century ago’ (lines 5–6)?

[1]

20 (i) ‘They do not need to.’ (lines 6–7)

What is it that they do not need to do? 

[1]

(ii) Give a reason why this is so? 

[1]

21 (i) What does the expression ‘absolutely genius’ (line 10) refer to?

[1]

(ii) What does the above expression tell you about the author’s attitude
towards Lego design? 

[1]
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22

(i)

Here is a conversation between two students, Anna and Ben, who 
have read the text. 

Identify any example from paragraph 3 that Anna can give to support 
her view.

[1]

(ii) How would Ben explain his viewpoint giving two examples with 
reference to lines 14–17?

[2]

23 With reference to Paragraph 5, show how Jon Sutton’s interest in Lego 
developed.

[2]

Lego allows 
you to build 

whatever you 
imagine.

No, there are 
limitations to 

Lego.  

BenAnna
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24 With reference to the two contrasting feelings Sutton had when buying 
Lego for himself, give reasons why he feels this way. 

Feelings Reasons

Excited

Embarrassed 

[2]

25 Identify two phrases in Paragraph 8 which showed that Meccano was not 
ideal for young children.

[2]

26 What did the author mean by the expression ‘monochrome in 
comparison’ (line 49)?

[1]

27 ‘It taught us to discard the directions’ (lines 53) What does it tell you 
about playing with Lego? 

[1]
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28 Summarise the reasons why people love Lego as outlined in the 
passage. 

List eight points to show why people love Lego. 
  
Use only information from paragraphs 4 to 11. [8]

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.
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7.

8.

END OF PAPER
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Section A [5 marks]

Text 1

Refer to the advertisement (Text 1) on page 2 of the Insert for Questions 1–5.

1 The image shows a baby reaching for the apple hanging on the tree. How 
does this image help illustrate the message? [Inference]

[1]

It shows that babies who eat Gerbers will be able to eat / taste fresh food/ 
food that is natural . [1]
[Not many were able to infer. Candidates must observe the image of the 
baby reaching for the apple. And ask, what does this picture say to me in 
conveying a message?]

2 ‘USDA certified organics made with 100% all natural fruits and vegetables.’

How does the information presented in this line appeal to the reader? [How 
Language Achieves Impact]

It appeals to the reader through the use of credibility / gives the reader a 
sense of assurance. [1]
(Additional Answers Accepted: Safe for 
consumption/safer/reliable/has received the approval from a govt
authority)
(Unacceptable answers: no other ingredients are added.
Feedback: Students missed addressing or explaining how it appeals to the 
reader. Students must unpack and define what appeal means before 
explaining).

[1]

3 Who is the target audience of the advertisement? [Inference] [1]

The target audience is parents who have babies/folks who babysit 
toddlers. [1]

Do not accept:
Parents (too vague)/women or mothers with babies. (Majority attempted 
this question correctly)

4 What is the purpose of the advertisement? [Inference] [1]

It is to convince/persuade people to buy/purchase Gerber Organic 
Baby Food Pouches. [1]
(Unacceptable answer: promote the product (too vague). Majority could 
attempt this correctly.)

Need to indicate the title of the product, ‘Gerber Organic Baby Food 
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Pouches’

5 What does the phrase ‘on the go’ tell you about another advantage of 
Gerber Baby Food Pouches? [vocabulary [1]

It is convenient to carry around/ It is compact/ you can eat it 
anywhere/right away or immediately/very small that you can fit into a 
bag.
(Feedback: Some students could not explain the phrase in the context due 
to lack of contextual understanding)
Award 1 mark for  any 1 point

Section B [20 marks]

Refer to Text 2 on pages 3 and 4 of the Insert for Questions 6–17.

6 (i) In paragraph 1, ‘The sun rays kissed their faces.’ (lines 4–5)

Which word suggests that the sun is a person?  [How Language 
Achieves Impact]

[1]

The word is ‘kissed’. [1] (All got this correct)

(ii) What does the sentence tell you about summer? [How Language 
Achieves Impact]

[1]

It showed that it was bright / sunny / cheery. [1] (Most got this 
correct)

7. ‘the smell of paint was quite enough to make anyone seriously ill’ (line 8)

What does this suggest about the smell of the paint? [inference] [1]

It was overpowering / terrible / very bad/ too strong/very pungent/very 
horrible/smelt disgusting/revolting/very nasty smell. [1]

Award 1 mark for any 1 point

Do not accept: 
Bad (too mild) evidence “Seriously ill”/Smelly/Unpleasant
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8 Why was the word ‘oily’ (line 10) used to describe the doll’s house?
[explain use of language]

[1]

Its surface was reflective/ looked shiny/had a shiny coat of 
paint/polished/glossy. [1]

Award 1 mark for any 1 point
(Not many could explain the purpose of the word “oily” used by the author.
Logical observation from the text of fresh paint looking oily gives off a 
reflective or shiny look).

9 Why were the children not concerned about the smell? [literal] [1]

- It was part of the joy, part of the newness.
- They were excited about something that was new.

(Mostly lifted without justifying/explaining why they would not be 
concerned about the smell).

10 Why was the doll’s house ‘too much for them’ (line 19)? [inference] [1]

They have never seen anything like it in their lives/before/ They were 
awestruck by it. [1]/amazed/overwhelmed with admiration and awe.
(Candidates must describe the children’s reactions)

11 The writer uses words like ‘flew’ (line 20) and ‘trumpeting’ (line 21) when 
describing the Burnell children.

What does the italicised word tell us about the character of the Burnell 
children? [How Language Achieves Impact]

Italicised word Character of the Burnell Children
The Burnell 
children flew to 
school the next 
morning

-They were impatient./could not 
wait/eager/anxious. 

Award 1 mark for any 1 point

Not accepted: 
-in a hurry
-rush
(Not many were able to explain the metaphor)

go around 
trumpeting
about their doll's 
house

They were boastful / proud/arrogant.

Award 1 mark for any 1 point

[2]
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Not accepted: 
-loud
(Most could explain trumpeting)

Note: Answers must be characteristics and not action verbs

12 Refer to paragraph 9. Identify two expressions which showed that Isabel 
was unable to reach school in time to share with the other girls about her 
doll’s house. [quotation] [2]

- ‘by the time they had reached, the bell had begun to jangle’ [1]
- ‘just had time to whip off their hats and fall into line before the roll was 

called.’ [1]
(Feedback: Many answers had only partial citation of expression)

13 In paragraph 9, identify a word which has the same meaning as ‘strange’.
[quotation]

[1]

The word is, ‘mysterious’. [1] (Most or all got this correct)

14 What does the phrase ‘stuck to her like glue’ (line 38) tell you about the 
behaviour of the girls towards Isabel? [vocabulary in context]

[2]

- The girls wanted to be close/ to Isabel or around Isabel[1] or looked 
up to Isabel as she always got a lot of attention/adored or admired or 
liked Isabel/attracted to Isabel and wanted to her friend

OR

- The wanted to hear more about what she had to say/share about the 
doll house. [1]

- interested to know more about the doll house. [1]
(Not accepted: they followed her everywhere and wanted her attention-
this is not a behavior).

15 ‘She held quite a court under the huge pine trees at the side of the 
playground.’ (lines 38–39)

What does this tell you about the number of people around Isabel?
[inference]

[1]

There was a huge crowd around her. / There was a large number of 
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people [1]
(Most could attempt this question).

16 ‘What does ‘the line’ (line 49) refer to? [vocabulary in context] [1]

It refers to the boundary established  
or 
what kept the rest of the children from the Kelveys 
or 
limit of who people can mix around with. [1]

(Not accepted:
1.  The distance the Kelveys had to keep with the Burnells.
2. Refers to the Kelveys being left out and no one being friends with 

them). 
(Not many could express this answer clearly. Most lacked understanding of 
the vocabulary in context. Answer requires precision).

17 The structure of the text reflects the feelings of the Burnell children.
Complete the flow chart by choosing one word from the box to summarise
the main feeling described in each part of the text. There are some extra 
words in the box you do not need to use. [global] [5]

The Burnell children’s feelings

overwhelmed depressed decisive amazed excited secretive

Flow Chart

Paragraph 1-4: (i) amazed

Paragraphs 5: (ii) excited

Paragraph 6-8: (iii) decisive

Paragraph 9: (iv) secretive
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Paragraph 10: (v) overwhelmed

(Majority could attempt this question well)

Section C [25 marks]

Refer to Text 3 on pages 5 and 6 of the Insert for Questions 18–28.

18 Pick a phrase from paragraph 2 that conveys the same 
meaning as being reputable. (vocabulary in context) [1]

The phrase is, ‘(We are) all familiar’. [1]
(Most could attempt this correctly).

19 Why do you think Lego was ‘patented over half century ago’
(lines 5–6)? [Vocabulary in context]

[1]

It was to prevent people from copying the same idea. [1]
(Majority of students could not attempt this question. Lack of 
understanding of the meaning of patented. Instead most of the 
answers were mere lifting of chunks from the text). 

20 (i) ‘They do not need to.’ (lines 6–7)

What is it that they do not need to do? [literal] [1]

They do not need to change Lego [1]

(ii) Give a reason why this is so? [literal] [1]

It is an elegant construction toy and it is proven difficult to 
improve upon [1]

21 (i) What does the expression ‘absolutely genius’ (line 10)
refer to? [literal] [1]

It refers to every single Lego connecting with the first 
bricks they produced. [1]
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(ii) What does the above expression tell you about the author’s 
attitude towards Lego design? [Vocabulary in context]

[1]

He is amazed/ intrigued/in awe/holds great admiration.
[1]

(Not accepted:
-impressed
-positive attitude=too vague
-He finds the design amazing-but this sentence does not 
describe the author’s attitude). 
Award 1 mark for any 1 point. 

22

(i)

Here is a conversation between two students, Anna and 
Ben, who have read the text. 

Identify any example from paragraph 3 that Anna can give 
to support her view. [1]

- almost anything is possible
-You can build anything that you think of, that your heart 
fancies. 

Award 1 mark for 1 point
(All could attempt this question well).

(ii) How would Ben explain his viewpoint with reference to lines 
14–17? [2]

- It is frustrating when you lose pieces of Lego needed 
for construction

- Or when you have already used the particular block 

Lego allows 
you to build 

whatever you 
imagine.

No, there are 
limitations to 

Lego.  

BenAnna
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needed in construction. [2]

(Majority could attempt this question).

23. With reference to Paragraph 5, show how Jon Sutton’s interest 
in Lego developed. [literal] [2]

Initially, it was a passing interest in his childhood [1]
built into something of an obsession when he had his own 

children [1]

Do not accept
Direct lifting without change in pronouns from ‘my’ to ‘he’ 
(Some were not well expressed as students could not trace the 
origins of Sutton’s interest and the process of it developing into 
an obsession. Focus should be on the key word of the question 
which is highlighted here). 

24 With reference to the two contrasting feelings Sutton had when buying 
Lego for himself, give reasons why he feels this way. [Inference] [2]

Feelings Reasons

Excited He was obsessed with it since childhood.

Embarrassed He was a grown-up/adult and should not be playing 
with toys.  
(Not a reason/explanation: He bought Lego under the 
pretence that he was buying it for his kids. 
(Lifted answers show no understanding of the question). 

25 Identify two phrases in paragraph 8 which showed that Meccano was not 
ideal for young children. [quotation]

[2]

‘more demanding’ [1]
‘effectively closed out the imaginative aspects’[1]
(lacks focus on specifically addressing the key ideas). Students must 
explain in context. Majority lacked accuracy at identifying relevant 
information. Instead huge chunks were lifted without addressing the 
phrase highlighted above “not ideal”  which led to many answers 
presented as “ was very valuable but more demanding”. Note very 
valuable does not convey not ideal. Instead students should have been 
more careful to extract the phrase which aptly explains not ideal). 
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26 What did the author mean by the expression ‘monochrome in 
comparison’ (line 49)? [inference]

[1]

It was to show that everything  else was dull/boring/pales in comparison 
to using Lego. [1]
(Most could attempt this question). 

27 ‘It taught us to discard the directions’ (lines 53)? What does it tell you 
about playing with Lego? [inference]

[1]

There is no rules/ no sequence/ no limitations/ one can be 
creative/flexible/use your imagination/think out of the box/ freely 
build whatever you want. [1]

Award 1 mark for any 1 point. 
(Majority could easily attempt this question well with a variety of logical 
answers provided). 
(Not accepted: No instructions to follow).

28 Summarise the reasons why people love Lego as outline in the passage. 

List eight points to show why people love Lego. 
  
Use only information from paragraphs 4 to 11.

1. It is a psychological tool 
2. It is a way to relax
3. There is the aesthetic appeal of these little colourful blocks
4. The entry level of physical skill required to build with Lego is quite low/ it is 

easy to build
5. It is easy to change your ideas and undo and rebuild/Different ideas with the 

same set of blocks. 
6. Children playing with Lego are often problem-solving with the constructional 

aspects
7. It involves children in a world of pretence
8. Able to use Lego in a professional capacity
9. It drives our minds crazy with sick organisational delight
10. Non-representational material can be made to be representational

(Some segmented a main point into 4 sub-points and wasted their chances of 
including other points). 
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Section A
Text A

The text below is about the writer experiencing a fire in the mall when he is looking 
for his cousin, Lisa. Read it carefully and answer Questions 1 – 14 in the Question 
Paper Booklet. 

1

2 

3 

4 

5 

An ambulance screeches to a halt in front of the mall; two paramedics get out, 
brandishing walkie-talkies. This looks serious. One of the men points an agitated 
finger toward the building. Others leap out and consult for a while and then go 
off to find someone in charge. They return with a man in a police uniform. He 
scrutinizes the surrounding for several minutes.

Movement begins in the shopping haven. Shoppers start running in every 
direction; three of them race towards me and pass me by, panting. One shouts 
apprehensively to the others, “Let’s get out of this building before the fire 
spreads.” I watch them charging down the walkway as fast as they can. Another 
ambulance stops in front of the mall. The occupants shout something to the man 
in the uniform, and the vehicle backs up with an unnerving roar.

A voice comes through the public announcement system and asks the patrons 
of the mall to remain calm because it could be a false alarm. Many shoppers 
begin to evacuate the premises. They are blocking my view of the other side of 
the mall, and I cannot go around the block without the risk of missing Lisa should 
she exit through the emergency door. I decided to pass in front of the main 
entrance, go through the crowd, and come out directly in front of the other wing 
of the mall.

“Please move out of the way,” one of the security personnel shouts. “Let the 
young and old pass.” The people elbow one another, hoping to get a sense of 
the situation. A surge from behind me pushes me into the midst of the crowd. I 
am being crushed by the frenzied mob and try in vain to break free. One by one, 
the lights go out as the falling cables come crashing down. I know I will not miss 
what it is to come next. I cringe.

Something resembling a lightning bolt streaks across the roof and bursts like a 
giant flare in the middle of the walkway. The shock wave strikes me full force; 
the crowd whose frenzy held me captive disintegrates. In a fraction of a second, 
the roof collapses, and the mall, filled with a deafening echo, turns upside down. 
What is going on? A surge of shrieks and dust envelops me. I have a vague 
sensation of being reduced to shreds, of dissolving in the blast’s hot breath. 

5 
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6

7 

8 

I cannot get up. An ambulance wails. Someone bends over me, gives me a 
summary examination with his stethoscope, and goes away without looking 
back. I see him stoop before a person lying on the ground, take his pulse, and 
then make a sign to some stretcher-bearers. A man comes to me, picks up my 
wrist, and lets it fall again.

In the ambulance that carries me off, my mother smiles at me. I try to reach out 
and touch her face, but no part of me obeys my wishes. I am cold, I feel bad, 
and I am in pain. The ambulance pulls up howling at the entrance to the hospital. 
Stretcher-bearers open the doors. They lift me out and put me down in a 
corridor, right on the floor. Nurses step over me, running in every direction. 
Gurneys loaded with the wounded, pass back and forth in a dizzying ballet.

I wait patiently for someone to come and take care of me. I do not understand 
why no one is spending any time at my bedside. They stop, they look at me, and 
they go away – that is not normal. Other bodies are lined up on both sides of 
mine. Some have small groups of relatives around them; the women weep. The 
only person who kneels down beside me is an old man. He puts his hand on my 
face, and closes my eyes. All at once, all the lights and all the sounds of the 
world fade away. Absolute terror seizes me. Why has he closed my eyes? When 
I cannot reopen them, I understand.
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Section B
Text B
The article below is about the inspirational story of Steve Jobs. Read it carefully and 
answer Questions 15 – 28 in the Question Paper Booklet.

1

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

When Steve Jobs was born February 24, 1955, in San Francisco, California, 
his unwed mother decided to put him up for adoption because she wanted a 
girl. So in the middle of the night, his mother called a lawyer named Paul Jobs 
and said, “We have an unexpected baby boy; do you want him?” 

His mother felt very strongly that he should be adopted by college graduates 
and when she found out that both his future parents had never graduated from 
colleges, she refused to sign the adoption papers. She only relented a few 
months later when his future parents promised that they would send Jobs to 
college.

He went to college but decided to drop out because it was too expensive. 
Recalling his time there he sighed and lamented, “I didn’t have a dorm room, 
so I slept on the floor in friends’ rooms, I returned coke bottles for the 5¢ 
deposits to buy food with, and I would gladly walk the 7 miles across town 
every Sunday night to get one good meal a week at the Hare Krishna temple.”

At 20, he and a friend (Steve Wozniak) started a company in a garage on April 
1, 1976. Later that year, the duo debuted the Apple 1 at the Homebrew 
Computer Club in Palo Alto, California. A local store offered to buy 50 
machines and to finance the production, the duo eagerly sold their most 
expensive possessions. Jobs sold his Volkswagen van while Wozniak sold his 
Hewlett-Packard scientific calculator.

Jobs named their company – Apple in memory of a happy summer he had 
spent as an orchard worker in Oregon. By 1982 however, his company sales 
sagged in the face of competition from IBM’s new PC. Jobs and Wozniak 
unveiled their new creation, Lisa, to increase the company’s bottom line, only 
to be another expensive failure.

Not wanting to dwell on these successive failures, they worked on a new
machine called the Macintosh. Jobs was reported to oversee the project, 
ruthlessly pushing its computer engineers and flying a pirate flag above the 
building where the team worked. By 1986, the Mac which Jobs promised to be 
‘insanely great’ was a huge success. After 10 years, starting from two kids 
working in a garage, Apple computer had grown into a $2 billion dollar 
company with over 4000 employees.
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7
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10

11

At 30, Jobs, however, was fired from the company he co-founded with Steve 
Wozniak. He left the company after losing a bitter battle over control with 
Apple’s CEO, John Sculley, whom Jobs had recruited from Pepsi Cola.

Apparently, both had different views of how the company should be handled. In 
one meeting, Sculley had told security analysts in a meeting that Jobs would 
have no role in the operations of the company “now or in the future”. When 
Jobs heard of the message, he said, “You’ve probably had somebody punch 
you in the stomach, and you cannot breathe. The harder you try to breathe, the 
more you cannot breathe. Besides, you know that the only thing you can do is 
just relax so you can start breathing again.”

Jobs sold over $20 million of his Apple stocks, spent days cycling along the 
beach, feeling sad and lost, toured Paris and journeyed on to Italy. Recalling 
this publicly heart-breaking episode, Jobs said, “I didn’t see it then but it turned 
out that getting fired from Apple was the best thing that could have ever 
happened to me. The heaviness of being successful was replaced by the 
lightness of being a beginner again, less sure about everything. It freed me to 
enter one of the most creative periods of my life.”

During the next five years he started two companies – NeXTStep and Pixar. 
NeXTStep which produces NeXT, $9,995 cube-shaped workstation which
aimed to create a workstation for research, did not do as well as Jobs had 
dreamed for. It did poorly and Jobs pulled the plug in 1993. Pixar however was 
a success story. The company started the first computer-animated film, the Toy 
Story. When Pixar’s stocks went public, Jobs became an instant billionaire. 
Meanwhile, his old company, Apple was under immense pressure from rival 
Microsoft and in 1996, it posted billions of dollars in losses.

In December 1996, Jobs convinced Apple to buy NeXT and make its software 
the foundation of the next-generation Mac OS. The technology he developed 
at NeXT became the catalyst of Apple’s comeback. Initially appointed as 
Apple’s adviser, Steve Jobs was named Apple’s interim CEO in 1997. In 2004 
he was diagnosed with cancer on his pancreas. Jobs was told that the cancer 
was incurable and he would only live for another three to six months. Later, a 
biopsy showed that he actually had a very rare form of pancreatic cancer that 
is curable with surgery. He had the surgery and survived. Under his leadership, 
Apple returned to profitability and introduced innovations such as the iPod.
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Section A [25 marks]

Refer to Text A on pages 2 and 3 of the Insert for Questions 1 – 14.

1 In Paragraph 1 ‘An ambulance screeches to a halt in front of the mall; two 
paramedics get out, brandishing walkie-talkies.’ (lines 1–2)

Identify the words or phrases in the sentence which suggest

(i)  a very loud noise ………………………………………………………..…[1] 

(ii)  wielding ………………………………………………………………..……[1]

2 At the beginning of this text there is a lot of movement around the mall.

(i) Quote three details in Paragraph 2 that indicate that the shoppers  
are panicking.

……………………………………………………………………………................... 

…………………………………………………………………………….................... 

……………………………………………………………………………............... [3] 

(ii) Which expression in the same paragraph creates a contrast to the 
panicky situation around the mall?

……………………………………………………………………………............... [1]

3 ‘A voice comes through the public announcement system and asks the patrons 
of the mall to remain calm because it could be a false alarm.’ (lines 12 – 13)

  
(i) What does ‘it’ refer to?

……………………………………………………………………………............... [1]

(ii) What is the priority of the writer regardless of whether it was a false 
alarm?

……………………………………………………………………………............... [1]

4 Quote a word from Paragraph 4 which has the same meaning as ‘uncontrolled’.

……………………………………………………………………………............... [1]
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5 At the beginning of Paragraph 5, the writer uses similes ‘resembling a lightning 
bolt’ (line 25) and ‘like a giant flare’ (lines 25 – 26) to describe something that 
came from the roof.

What do these similes suggest about the object that came from the roof? 

             [2]

6 ‘In a fraction of a second, the roof collapses, and the mall, filled with a deafening 
echo, turns upside down.’ (lines 27 – 28) 

What two things does this sentence suggest about the physical effect of the 
shock wave on the writer?

………………………………………………………………………..........................

……………………………………………………………………………............... [2] 

7 ‘I have a vague sensation of being reduced to shreds, of dissolving in the blast’s 
hot breath.’ (lines 29 – 30) 

(i) Which word personifies the explosion?
  

……………………………………………………………………………............... [1] 

(ii) What is the writer’s state of mind when he vaguely sensed being 
‘reduced to shreds’?

……………………………………………………………………………............... [1]

8 Which other word in Paragraph 6 has the same meaning as ‘stoop’ (line 33)?
  

……………………………………………………………………………............... [1] 

Similes Suggestions about the object that came from 
the roof

‘resembling a lightning bolt’

‘like a giant flare’
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9 In Paragraph 7, who does the writer miss on his way to the hospital?

……………………………………………………………………………............... [1] 

10 In your own words, explain why the writer feels powerless in the ambulance in 
Paragraph 7.

  
 …………………………………………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………............... [1] 

11 ‘Gurneys loaded with the wounded pass back and forth in a dizzying ballet.’
(line 41)

What does ‘dizzying ballet’ suggest about the situation in the hospital?

……………………………………………………………………………............... [1] 

12 ‘They stop, they look at me, and they go away – that is not normal.’
(lines 43 – 44)

  
Refer to the sentence, what does the writer expect ‘they’ to do? Answer in your 
own words.

 …………………………………………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………............... [1] 

13 Throughout the text, the writer uses the present tense to describe his ordeal.
What is unusual about the use of the present tense by the writer?

…………………………………………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………............... [1] 
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14 In the last paragraph, the text reflects different feelings of the writer as he lay 
on the hospital bed. 

Complete the flow chart by choosing the main feeling from the box to reflect  
the focus of each quoted sentence in the last paragraph. There are some extra 
words in the box that you do not need to use.

Main feelings of the writer

realisation hope indifference

anger fear confusion

Flow chart

‘They stop, they look at me, and they go away – that is not normal.’ (lines 43 – 44) 

(i) …………………………………. 

‘The only person who kneels down beside me is an old man.’ (lines 45 – 46)

(ii) …………………………………. 

‘Absolute terror seizes me.’ (line 48) 

(iii) ………………………………… 

‘When I can’t reopen them, I understand.’ (line 49)

(iv) ………………………………… 

           [4]
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Section B [25 marks]

Refer to Text B on pages 4 and 5 of the Insert for Questions 15 – 28. 

15 Why was Steve Jobs given up for adoption?

……………………………………………………………………………............... [1] 

16 In Paragraph 2, which word tells you that Steve Jobs’ biological mother gave 
in to his adoptive parents’ request?

……………………………………………………………………………............... [1] 

17 ‘His mother felt very strongly that he should be adopted by college graduates’
(line 5)

Why did Steve Jobs’ mother want him to be adopted by college graduates?

…………………………………………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………............... [1] 

18 In Paragraph 3, Steve Jobs faced financial difficulties during his college time.

(i)  Why do you think the Hare Krishna temple was his weekly choice of 
food venue?

…………………………………………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………............... [1] 

(ii) From the same paragraph, identify a phrase that asserts his choice to 
eat at the Hare Krishna temple.

……………………………………………………………………………............... [1] 

19 Which word in Paragraph 4 tells you that Apple 1 was first introduced by Steve 
Jobs and Wozniak?                          

……………………………………………………………………………............... [1] 
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20 ‘Jobs sold his Volkswagen van while Wozniak sold his Hewlett-Packard 
scientific calculator.’ (lines 19 – 20)

  
(i) Quote an expression in Paragraph 4 that shows what had prompted 

Jobs and Wozniak to sell those items.

……………………………………………………………………………............... [1] 

(ii) In your own words, explain why Jobs and Wozniak chose to sell those 
items.

…………………………………………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………............... [1] 

21 In Paragraph 5, identify words or phrases which suggest the following:

(i) declined: ……………………………………….………………………..… [1]         

(ii) when confronted with: …………………………..……………………….. [1]  

(iii) earnings: ……………………………….………………………………….. [1]    

22 ‘Jobs was reported to oversee the project, ruthlessly pushing its computer 
engineers and flying a pirate flag above the building where the team worked.’ 
(lines 27 – 29)

What could have motivated Jobs to oversee the project?

……………………………………………………………………………............... [1] 

23 What does the phrase ‘insanely great’ (line 30) suggest about the Mac?

……………………………………………………………………………............... [1] 
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24 Here is a part of a conversation between two entrepreneurs who have read 
the article.

(i)  Pick out two pieces of evidence from Paragraph 6 that Pete can give to support 
his view.

1) ………………………………………………………………………...................

2) …………………………………………………………………………...............  
[2]

(ii)  With reference to Paragraph 7, how would Belinda justify her position?

……………………………………………………………………………....................

……………………………………………………………………………............... [2]

25  ‘Besides, you know that the only thing you can do is just relax so you can start 
breathing again.’ (lines 41 – 42)

What can you say about Steve Jobs’ perspective of life from the sentence?

……………………………………………………………………………....................

……………………………………………………………………………............... [1]

26 What happened to NeXT in 1993? Answer in your own words.

……………………………………………………………………………............... [1]

27  Identify a sentence in Paragraph 11 that shows how Steve Jobs contributed to 
the success of Apple.

……………………………………………………………………………....................

……………………………………………………………………………............... [1]

Pete         Belinda

Jobs’ efforts in 
the Apple 

company paid off 
eventually.

Unfortunately, he 
also fell from 
grace in the 

company he set 
up.
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28 The structure of the text reflects the main feelings of Steve Jobs as he reacted  
to the events that happened in his life. 

Complete the chart by choosing one word from the box to summarise the main 
feeling described in each part of the text. There are some extra words in the 
box you do not need to use.

Steve Jobs’ feelings

confused exhausted fearful excited

challenged sympathetic betrayed accomplished

Flow Chart

Paragraph 3: (i) ………………………………… 

Paragraph 4: (ii) ………………………………… 

Paragraph 5: (iii) ………………………………… 

Paragraph 6: (iv) …………………………………

Paragraph 7: (v) ………………………………… 

            [5]

END OF PAPER
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Section A [25 marks]

Refer to Text A on pages 3 and 4 of the Insert for Questions 1 – 14.

1 In Paragraph 1 ‘An ambulance screeches to a halt in front of the mall; two 
paramedics get out, brandishing walkie-talkies.’ (lines 1–2)

Identify the words or phrases in the sentence which suggest

(i)  a very loud noise  ‘screeches’ (to a halt) [1] 

(ii)  wielding ‘brandishing’ [1]

No mark for incorrect spelling.

o Well done!

2 At the beginning of this text there is a lot of movement around the mall.

(i) Quote three details in Paragraph 2 that show that the shoppers are 
panicking.

‘running in every direction’ 
‘race towards me and pass me by, panting’ 
‘charging down the street as fast as they can’
‘shouts apprehensively to the others’

Any correct detail [1].

Do not accept: 
‘with an unnerving roar’ The phrase does not refer to the shoppers.
‘movement in the shopping haven’ The phrase does not show that the 
shoppers are panicking.

o A few students, who are well-trained in answering Language-Use-For-
Impact questions, explained the language use. It was not necessary. But 
they are not penalised in this exam.

o Some wrote down chunks of the paragraph without indicating the exact 
three details. Students have to be precise in quoting the relevant details 
to show that ‘the shoppers are panicking’. 

(ii) Which expression in the same paragraph creates a contrast to the 
panicky situation around the mall?

‘(shopping) haven’ [1] No mark for incorrect spelling.

o Most students were not able to answer this question correctly.
o ‘Create a contrast’ is to show a different situation. Including ‘movement’ 

does not create the contrast.
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3 ‘A voice comes through the public announcement system and asks the 
patrons of the mall to remain calm because it could be a false alarm.’
(lines 12 – 13)

  
(i) What does ‘it’ refer to?

The emergency situation/ fire situation [1]

o Vague/ Incorrect Answers: alarm or situation 
o Most students were able to make reference to the fire situation in the 

mall.

(ii) What is the priority of the writer regardless of whether it was a false 
alarm?

The writer wants to find his cousin, Lisa. [1]

o Excess denied: find Lisa and escape the mall safely
o Generally ok!

4 Quote a word from Paragraph 4 which has the same meaning as 
‘uncontrolled’.

‘frenzied’ [1] No mark for incorrect spelling.

o Well done!  
o A handful did not spell the word correctly.

5 At the beginning of Paragraph 5, the writer uses similes ‘resembling a 
lightning bolt’ (line 25) and ‘like a giant flare’ (lines 25 – 26) to describe 
something that came from the roof.

What do these similes suggest about the object that came from the roof? 

Similes Suggestions about the object that came from 
the roof

‘resembling a lightning bolt’ It was glaring /harsh to the eyes. [1]

o A number of students confused 
‘lightning’ with ‘thunder’ and wrote about 
loud/deafening noise.

o Most students wrote about the object 
falling on the writer quickly and hurting 
him. But there was no indication of the 
object collapsing on him yet.

o The most obvious observation is the 
glaring characteristic of the object.

o Also accepted: Very bright (The 
intensifier is necessary.)
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6 ‘In a fraction of a second, the roof collapses, and the mall, filled with a
deafening echo, turns upside down.’ (lines 27 – 28) 

What two things does this sentence suggest about the physical effect of the 
shock wave on the writer?

The writer is not able to recognise [1] his surroundings and hear 
clearly[1]. 

o Students were not able to respond to this question accurately.
o Rephrase the question: What are the two physical effects of the shockwave 

on the writer based on the given sentence?
1) Roof collapses Seeing the mall turn upside down unable to 
recognise the surroundings / see clearly / lose the sense of orientation
2) Experiencing deafening echo affected hearing cannot hear clearly

7 ‘I have a vague sensation of being reduced to shreds, of dissolving in the
blast’s hot breath.’ (lines 29 – 30) 

(i) Which word personifies the explosion?
  

breath [1] No mark for incorrect spelling.

o Personification A word that gives the explosion a human characteristic.

(ii) What is the writer’s state of mind when he vaguely sensed being 
‘reduced to shreds’?

Helpless/Powerless. [1]
Do not accept: hopeless (Not such a strong mental state since it is a vague 
sensation),

o Accepted: feelings of fear
o Important to understand the writer’s intention to use ‘vaguely sensed’. He 

was not absolutely certain that all might be lost. He would not have felt the 
pain or nearing his death yet. Only the readers would know better as the 
story progressed.

‘like a giant flare’ It was explosive/ burning fiercely. [1]

o ‘Giant flare’ shows the great intensity of 
how the object burnt suddenly.

o The better scripts were able to make the 
association that the object was explosive/
flaming. 

o Many scripts provided responses to 
guess what the objects were. (Light 
tubes, cables, bulbs etc.) It is pointless as 
there are many possibilities.
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8 Which other word in Paragraph 6 has the same meaning as ‘stoop’ (line 33)?

‘bends’ [1] No mark for incorrect spelling.

o Poor transfer of the word ‘bends’ was frequent. A number wrote ‘bend’.

9 In Paragraph 7, who does the writer miss on his way to the hospital?

His mother [1] 

o Only a handful with the lack of close reading wrote ‘Lisa’ as the answer.

10 In your own words, explain why the writer feels powerless in the ambulance in 
Paragraph 7.

He is not able to move his body as he hopes to/ control his body 
movement. [1] 

Do not accept: ‘no part of me obeys my wishes’

o ‘Powerless’: without the ability to do something. According to the text, it is 
obvious that he could not move.

o Many copied from the text, showing the lack of understanding to 
paraphrase (use own words).

11 ‘Gurneys loaded with the wounded pass back and forth in a dizzying ballet.’
(line 41)

What does ‘dizzying ballet’ suggest about the situation in the hospital?

The situation was chaotic. [1] 

o Students must check the precision of responses. Answers must show that 
the situation in the hospital was in a state of confusion and disorder. 

o Not accepted: 
1) People were running everywhere. Unlikely. Most patients were injured or 
not feeling well. Could they run too?
2) Crowded Re-read the question.
3) Busy Understatement of the situation in relation to ‘dizzying ballet’
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12 ‘They stop, they look at me, and they go away – that’s not normal.’
(lines 43– 44)

Refer to the sentence, what does the writer expect ‘they’ to do? Answer in 
your own words.

The writer expects ‘they’ to show concern for him OR ask about his well-
being OR put in effort to accompany him. [1] 

Do not accept: ‘I wait patiently for someone to come and take care of me. I 
don’t understand why no one’s spending any time at my bedside.’

o Again, many students missed the key words in the question to answer in 
their own words and copied from the text.

o Not accepted: Treat/ Cure him (Different meaning from the context.) 

13 Throughout the text, the writer uses the present tense to describe his ordeal.
What is unusual about the use of the present tense by the writer?

As this text is a personal recount, it should be written in past tense to 
show that the events happened before it was written. [1] 

o The response to this question does not require extensive explanation. 
Some students wrote at great length how strange it was that the writer was 
dead and yet he could write his encounter in present tense. Re-read the 
question. Was it necessary? In retrospect, the writer might not be dead. Do 
not make unnecessary assumptions in Comprehension.

o The point is the writer should be using past tense to write his recount; 
however, he used present tense instead.
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14 In the last paragraph, the text reflects different feelings of the writer as he lay 
on the hospital bed. 

Complete the flow chart by choosing the main feeling from the box to reflect  
the focus of each quoted sentence in the last paragraph. There are some 
extra words in the box that you do not need to use.

Main feeling of the writer

realisation hope indifference

anger fear confusion

Flow chart

‘They stop, they look at me, and they go away – that’s not normal.’ (lines 43 – 44) 

(i) confusion [1]

‘The only person who kneels down beside me is an old man.’ (lines 45 – 46)

(ii) hope [1]  Note: The writer should not be feeling indifferent here.

‘Absolute terror seizes me.’ (line 48) 

(iii) fear [1]

‘When I can’t reopen them, I understand.’ (line 49)

(iv) realisation [1]

No mark for incorrect spelling.

o Generally, students were able to score at least 3 marks for this global 
question.  
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Section B [25 marks]

Refer to Text B on pages 4 and 5 of the Insert for Questions 15 – 28. 

15 Why was Steve Jobs given up for adoption?

His biological mother wanted a daughter instead of a son. [1] 

o Well done!

16 In Paragraph 2, which word tells you that Steve Jobs’ biological mother gave 
in to his adoptive parents’ request?

‘relented’ [1] No mark for incorrect spelling.

o Well done!

17 ‘His mother felt very strongly that he should be adopted by college graduates’
(line 5)

Why did Steve Jobs’ mother want him to be adopted by college graduates?

She believed that college graduates would send their children to a 
college OR groom their children to be capable of attending college. [1]

o Here the focus is on explaining the choice of having Jobs adopted by 
college graduates. It is important to elucidate why the adoptive parent must 
be college graduates according to the mother. The answer must make 
reference to college graduates.

o Not accepted: So that Jobs can also be a college graduate/ earn good 
money. (Isn’t this the wish of most parents?) 

18 In Paragraph 3, Steve Jobs faced financial difficulties during his college time.

(i)  Why do you think the Hare Krishna temple was his weekly choice of 
food venue?

The temple would most likely offer free food (very cheap food) so he did 
not have to pay (much) for meals there. [1] 

o Also accepted: to get a good meal

(ii) From the same paragraph, identify a phrase that asserts his choice to 
eat at the Hare Krishna temple.

‘gladly walk the 7 miles (across town)’  [1] No mark for incorrect spelling.
o Assert: to state a belief confidently and forcefully Despite the long 

distance, he was happy to walk to the temple to have a meal.
o Not accepted: ‘I would gladly walk the 7 miles across town’ – Not a phrase
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19 Which word in Paragraph 4 tells you that Apple 1 was first introduced by 
Steve Jobs and Wozniak?                          

‘debuted’ [1] No mark for incorrect spelling.

o Well done!

20 ‘Jobs sold his Volkswagen van while Wozniak sold his Hewlett-Packard 
scientific calculator.’ (lines 19 – 20)

(i) Quote an expression in Paragraph 4 that shows what had prompted 
Jobs and Wozniak to sell those items.

‘(A local store offered to buy 50 machines and ) to finance the 
production’ [1] No mark for incorrect spelling.

o What had prompted …? = What had made/ triggered…? 
o Most students were not able to provide the correct expression.

(ii) In your own words, explain why Jobs and Wozniak chose to sell those 
items.

They fetched the highest price OR they were worth the most. [1] 

Not accepted: their most expensive possession  

o There was a high incidence of copying from the text.
o Many students were not able to paraphrase accurately.

21 In Paragraph 5, identify words or phrases which suggest the following:

(i) declined: ‘sagged’ [1]         

(ii) when confronted with: ‘in the face of’ [1]  

(iii) earnings: ‘bottom line’ [1]    Note: ‘sales’ is not same as ‘earnings’.

No mark for incorrect spelling.

o Accurate transfer of quoted words must be practised.
o Marks will not be awarded to responses with excess words.
o High incidence of imprecise answers.
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Jobs’ efforts in 
the Apple 

company paid off 
eventually.

Unfortunately, he 
also fell from 
grace in the 

company he set 
up.

22 ‘Jobs was reported to oversee the project, ruthlessly pushing its computer 
engineers and flying a pirate flag above the building where the team worked.’ 
(lines 27 – 29)

What could have motivated Jobs to oversee the project?

He wanted to make sure that the Macintosh was a success. [1] 

Note: Must show Jobs’ intention to ensure success. 

o Not accepted: To overcome those successive failures. (What was the 
motivation for Jobs to personally lead in the project?)

23 What does the phrase ‘insanely great’ (line 30) suggest about the Mac?

The Mac was a highly innovative/ advanced machine. [1]

o Accurate responses mention about the functionality of the Mac, it 
being a cutting-edge machine with work performance above the rest 
of the computers.

o Not accepted: very good/ great/ awesome computer (poor word 
associations to show ‘insanely great’)

24 Here is a part of a conversation between two entrepreneurs who have read 
the article.

(i)  Pick out two pieces of evidence from Paragraph 6 that Pete can give to 
support his view.

1) ‘Apple computer had grown into a $2 billion dollar company’ [1]

2) ‘with over 4000 employees’ [1]

o Also accepted: ‘The Mac which Jobs promised to be ‘insanely great’ was 
a huge success.’

Pete         Belinda
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(ii)  With reference to Paragraph 7, how would Belinda justify her position?

Steve Jobs was fired by the company he co-founded [1] after he fell out 
with the company’s CEO.[1]

o Well done!

25  ‘Beside, you know that the only thing you can do is just relax so you can start 
breathing again.’ (lines 41 – 42)

What can you say about Steve Jobs’ perspective of life from the sentence?

He was optimistic/ accepting/ positive. [1]

o Not accepted: Rephrasing or explaining the sentence. E.g. It is important 
that you take a break before you start afresh in your endeavour. Such 
responses are deviating from the question requirement.

26 What happened to NeXT in 1993? Answer in your own words.

It was wound up by Jobs. OR Jobs stopped its operation. [1]

Not accepted: pulled the plug

o Students must be more precise in their responses when paraphrasing.
o Vague answer: Jobs stopped NeXT. (Not accepted)

27  Identify a sentence in Paragraph 11 that shows how Steve Jobs contributed to 
the success of Apple.

‘The technology he developed at NeXT became the catalyst of Apple’s 
comeback.’ [1] 

OR

‘Under his leadership, Apple returned to profitability and introduced 
innovations such as the iPod.’ [1]

Generally, well done!

o Students must start the sentence with a capital letter and end with a 
full-stop.
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28 The structure of the text reflects the main feelings of Steve Jobs as he reacted
to the events that happened in his life. 

Complete the chart by choosing one word from the box to summarise the 
main feeling described in each part of the text. There are some extra words in 
the box you do not need to use.

Steve Jobs’ feelings

confused exhausted fearful excited

challenged sympathetic betrayed accomplished

Flow Chart

Paragraph 3: (i) exhausted [1]
‘Recalling his time there he sighed and lamented’

Paragraph 4: (ii) excited [1]
‘…the duo eagerly sold their most expensive 
possessions’

Paragraph 5: (iii) challenged [1]
‘…his company sales sagged in the face of 
competition… another expensive failure.’

Paragraph 6: (iv) accomplished [1]
‘…huge success… Apple computer had grown 
into a $2 billion dollar company with over 4000 
employees.’

Paragraph 7: (v) betrayed [1]
‘He left the company after losing a bitter battle 
over control with Apple’s CEO, John Sculley, 
whom Jobs had recruited from Pepsi Cola.’

No mark for incorrect spelling.        [5]
o Generally ok! (Most are able to score at least 3 marks for this global 

question.)

END OF PAPER
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MID-YEAR EXAMINATION 2017

 LEVEL & STREAM : SECONDARY ONE EXPRESS

SUBJECT (CODE) : ENGLISH LANGUAGE (1128)

PAPER NO   : 1 

DATE / DAY   :  27 APRIL 2017 / THURSDAY

DURATION  : 1 HOUR 50 MINUTES

READ THESE INSTRUCTIONS FIRST

Write your name, index number and class in the spaces provided on the work you hand in. 
Write in dark blue or black ink on both sides of the paper.
Do not use staples, paper clips, highlighters, glue or correction fluid.

Answer Section A and one question from Section B. 

For Section A and Section B, write your answers on the separate Writing Paper provided and
plan your answers on pages 5 and 7 respectively. 
At the end of the examination, tie your answer for Section A to the Question Paper behind page 6.  
Detach page 7 and tie it on top of your answer for Section B respectively. 
Submit: 

(a) Question Paper together with your answer for Section A.
(b) Page 7 with your answer for Section B.

INFORMATION FOR CANDIDATES:

The number of marks is given in brackets [ ] at the head of each section. 
Mistakes in spelling, punctuation and grammar will be penalised in any part of the paper.

DO NOT TURN THE PAGE UNTIL YOU ARE TOLD TO DO SO.

Section A [35 marks] 

Name Index Number Class

For Examiner’s Use

Section A / 30 

Section B / 30 

Total / 60 

This document consists of 4 printed pages including this cover page.
Setter: Miss Faustina Asha 
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Section A [35 marks]

You are advised to write between 200 and 250 words for this section. 

Leave a line when writing your letter on foolscap paper.

You should look at the printout of a webpage on page 3, study the information carefully 
and plan your answer before beginning to write.

You and your cousin love to engage in adventurous activities. Both of you plan to 
engage in a range of activities such as bungee jumping, mountain climbing, mountain 
biking, racing, flying and open water diving. However, you are both puzzled as to 
which of these activities to choose for a start. You came across this online 
advertisement and are excited to share this information with your cousin. Your
suggestion is to engage in one of the adventurous activities listed in the advertisement 
for the upcoming June holidays. In addition, you are to provide your cousin with 
suggestions in persuading your aunt and uncle to allow him/her to participate in the 
activity with you.

Write a letter to your cousin suggesting:

the activity that you think is the best one to begin with
  
your plans on how to get there, the finances that he/she may need and ways to 
sign up for the activity

the learning that he/she could gain from this activity

how he/she could convince your aunt and uncle to let him/her participate in the 
activity alongside you

Write your letter in clear, accurate English and in a convincing and enthusiastic tone, 
to encourage your cousin to look forward to the activity.

You should use your own words as much as possible.

Letter [30 marks]:
You should write neatly, with the correct letter-writing format and in paragraphs. 
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A course to explore the depths of the Oceans!

Cost: $700 for a 2-week course (A ONE – TIME PROMOTION ONLY) at 
Outbound Divers, Scotts Road, Singapore 567342 

Included:  
• All course materials
• 1 theory session 
• 1 pool session
• 4-5 open water scuba dives
• 3D/2N full board trip to Malaysia / Indonesia 
• Equipment rental for pool and trip
• 2-way land and sea transportation, lodging and all meals 
• Instructor fees

OPEN WATER DIVING 

Sign Up at https://www.deepbluescuba.sg/diving-
courses/open-water-diver/ 

Learn to Fly!
You can be a pilot! Just for $698 (A ONE TIME PROMOTION)

If you’re considering learning to fly, but aren’t quite ready to commit to a full 
course, the Learn to Fly Starter Set (LFSS) is ideal!
Includes: 

- 3 to 10 hours of flight training in a real aircraft         
- Flight theory briefings
- Simulated flight training

*All flying hours in LFSS can be credited to your Pilot career if you want to take 
up flying as a career. 

You can contact us for more details: kai@learntoflymelbourne.com.au  

You can sign up at www.learntoflystarterset.com

REACH 
OUT FOR 
THE SKIES!

Meet us in person at 105, Cecil 
Street, #03-24 

Singapore 365243 
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Section B [35 marks]

Begin your answer on a fresh page.

You are advised to write between 250-350 words on one of the following topics.

Leave a line when writing your composition on foolscap paper.

At the head of your composition, write the number of the topic you have chosen.

1  Write about a time in your life when you were very grateful. End your story with the 
line ‘... for this I am always grateful’. 

2  Write about an incident when you learned the meaning of ‘Responsibility’.

3  Write about a time when you did something that made you feel embarrassed.  

4  Write about an experience when you learned the moral, ‘Happiness is in your 
hands’. 

Essay [30 marks]:
You do not need to copy the question but do write the question number clearly at the 
beginning of your essay.

END OF PAPER
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MID-YEAR EXAMINATION 2017

  LEVEL & STREAM : SECONDARY ONE EXPRESS
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PAPER NO   : 2 
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DURATION  : 1 HOUR 50 MINUTES
  

READ THESE INSTRUCTIONS FIRST

Write your name, index number and class on all the work you hand in.
Write in dark blue or black pen.
Do not use staples, paper clips, highlighters, glue or correction fluid.

  
Answer all the questions in the Question paper.
Write your answers in the spaces provided in the Question Paper. 
The Insert contains the texts for all the sections.

DO NOT TURN OVER THE PAGE UNTIL YOU ARE TOLD TO DO SO.

Name Index Number Class
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Section A

Text 1

Study the poster below and answer Questions 1 – 4 in the Question paper.
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Section B

Text 2

The passage below is a personal recount of how a Canadian student overcame his 
stuttering as a result of his fear of public speaking. Read it carefully and answer 
Questions 5 – 18 in the Question paper.

How I Overcame My Stuttering

1 Beads of perspiration began to collect on my forehead, as snickers of 
laughter echoed throughout the classroom. I opened my mouth to speak and 
a *staccato of ‘buh’s’ shot out. ‘Buh-buh, buh-buh, buh…**bonjour’. Any 
confidence I had, disintegrated. I trudged through my three-minute French 
presentation, facing for countless times, my worst enemy – my stutter. 5 

2 As I spoke, I could feel the eyes of my classmates cutting to pieces any 
remains of my confidence. Even those who usually dozed off during 
presentations looked in my direction, as if waiting to see when I would stutter 
next. Midway through, I hazarded a glance at my French teacher. Usually 
kind and supportive, his face was draped with the initial stages of a frown. 
‘This is going terribly’, I realised. My thoughts turned into anguish and 
helplessly, I stumbled onward. 

10

3 When the presentation was over, my mind tried to block out what had just 
happened, but my confidence had been dealt a great blow. I wondered why 
this experience had crippled me so. After all, stuttering was nothing new to 
me. Anytime I was forced to speak in front of others, I would have to do battle 
with it. In French class – my worst class – I almost always lost. I reckoned I 
was disturbed by the fact that this was the worst my stuttering had ever been, 
and the worse it became, the more non-existent my confidence. I was caught 
in a relentless downward spiral.

15

20

4 During that time, my brother was volunteering with the Red Cross. The 
organisation was looking to reach out to schools in the Ottawa area, hoping 
to expand its Christmas season ***Poinsettia Campaign through school-wide 
fundraisers. Suddenly, I figured that here was an opportunity to make a 
positive difference in my community. For as long as I could remember, 
Christmas had been my favourite holiday. Going around with friends selling 
poinsettias to students and teachers promised to be an enriching experience.
I knew I would contribute to a worthy cause yet I was caught in a mental tug-
of-war. In order to raise funds for the campaign, I had to stand before an 
audience and speak. 

25

30
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5 The night before the Poinsettia Campaign presentation, I rehearsed my 
speech at least a hundred times. Every time I stuttered on a word, I switched 
to an easier word that would adhere to my memory better. By the time I had 
finished, my voice was virtually hoarse from practising. But I had precisely 
crafted a stutter-friendly speech that would last a grand total of twenty-five 
seconds. 

35

6 Then came the presentation day. The chaotic sounds of hundreds of students 
and faculty flooded the hall where school assembly was held each week. 
While awaiting my turn to address the school, I fumbled nervously with my 
cue cards. All the while, self-doubt ran riot in my head. Despite constantly 
wringing them, my hands were ice cold and probably a little purple. My stutter 
felt ready to ruthlessly embarrass me in front of the entire school. I walked up 
to the podium and inhaled deeply. I braced myself for the word staccatos to 
shoot out like they had in French class. But something peculiar happened – I
spoke fluently. Word after word flowed off my tongue as smooth as silk. A
moment later, the audience’s applause rang in the air.

40

45

7 After that experience, life around me continued as normal, but the change I 
had undergone was unmistakable. Rather than avoiding anything that 
remotely involved public speaking, I began to embrace these opportunities. I 
gradually took on more leadership positions in school activities, and each 
time, my confidence soared. At the end of this past year, I decided to apply 
for the school’s ultimate position of social responsibility and leadership – 
student prefect. 

50

8 In hindsight, I am in awe of the amount of change a year can entail. I had 
been caught up in a terrible cycle in which my stutter diminished my 
confidence and the Poinsettia Campaign was the exact opportunity I needed 
to break out of it. Now with school resuming in a week, I look forward to my 
first French presentation of the year. I am eager to see what a whole year of 
growth in confidence can do. Ultimately with or without this stutter, I feel that 
the sky is the limit.

55
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                                                                Adapted from How I Overcame My Stuttering by Justin Huang

*staccato : a series of disconnected sounds
**bonjour : a French word meaning ‘hello’ or ‘good day’
***poinsettia : a plant species widely used in Christmas displays
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Section C

Text 3

The passage below is about a boy named Tien Pao who was separated from his family 
during World War II in China. Together with his pet pig called Glory-of-the-Republic, he 
went on a long journey to return to his village. While standing on top of a cliff one day, 
he witnessed the crash-landing of an American military plane. Read the passage 
carefully and answer Questions 19 – 26 in the Question paper.

1 Before the plane could quite reach the cloudbank, a black mass of smoke 
belched out of it. For a moment it was hidden from Tien Pao’s sight in its 
own black smoke. But only for a moment. The next moment the plane came 
falling through the smoke, down towards the road and the river.

2 Then a new sound came to Tien Pao’s ears, the sound of a motor coughing. 
When he opened his eyes the aeroplane had somehow straightened out of 
its helpless dive. It was going down, but it spun no longer. Somehow it found 
the road. Somehow it leaped and bumped down on to the road, bounced 
along with the swiftness of light. It stopped too soon! It stopped too short! Its 
tail flew up and flipped over. There lay the plane on its helpless back. A 
roaring mass of yellow flames gushed out of it.

5 

10

3 On top of the cliff, Tien Pao’s chest was heaving as he struggled for air.
There lay the flaming plane. No one could be alive in that! But out of the 
flames a man came tumbling. His clothes were on fire. He tumbled and 
rolled away from the plane, and he beat at his clothes with his bare hands. 
He jumped up, ripped off the aviator’s helmet that was smouldering at the 
back of his neck and beat at the flames with that. But was that the airman? 
Was it the yellow-haired airman Tien Pao had helped get across the river 
earlier on? Tien Pao could not believe it. With his eyes riveted on the man, 
he talked to Glory-of-the-Republic about it – short little unbelieving words. It 
could not be. Oh, it could not be. He had seen only the one airman – maybe 
all Americans had yellow hair. It must be that.

15

20

4 In the valley, the Japanese soldiers had started running. They sprang into 
action from everywhere and ran towards the distant burning plane. The 
airman crouched in the bushes, still beating at his smouldering clothes. 
‘Run! Run!’ Tien Pao wanted to shout. ‘RUN!’ He must not shout – he dared 
not shout. As if the yellow-haired man had heard the shout Tien Pao had not 
shouted, he suddenly backed away into the bushes. The first two Japanese 
came racing down the road in his direction. They did not know anything alive 
had come out of those flames. In the bushes, a pistol gleamed. It spat. And 
again! The two Japanese toppled on the open road. But others were swiftly 
approaching, and the American airman realised it, for now he broke from the 
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bushes and dashed towards the river. But he was so slow! He must run 
faster. Faster! Then Tien Pao saw that he was dragging his leg. Now he 
came to an unexpected halt and he clung to a bamboo clump for support. 
Now he limped off again in his crouching run.

35

5 He did not run straight. He kept clumps of bushes and bamboo between him 
and the Japanese soldiers. Now he started on the last short sprint to the 
riverbank. Two Japanese came around a bamboo clump. The airman threw 
himself flat. Then his pistol barked. One Japanese fell, but the other crawled 
on, hidden by the bamboo and as he crawled he held his pistol ready, but he 
did not shoot. By that Tien Pao knew that the Japanese were trying to take 
the airman alive. He remembered what his mother had told him: if they 
caught him they would torture him – bamboo splinters under the fingernails. 
The crawling torture pains stabbed up into Tien Pao’s fingers again the way 
they had done when he had sat before his mother on the bench in the 
sampan. There was nothing he could do for the airman – nothing.

40

45

6 But the airman had known about the second Japanese soldier. There was a 
shot. The Japanese let slip his hold on the bamboo clump, and sagged. The 
airman turned to dive into the river. It was a trick. It was a trick! Did the 
airman not know – did he not see? The Japanese was coming around the 
bamboo – in one bounding leap clearing the space between him and the 
airman on the bank.

50

7 Before he realised he was doing it, Tien Pao was shrieking out: ‘LOOK OUT! 
LOOK OUT!’ It was in Chinese, but it was a warning scream. The airman 
had understood it. He whirled, he shot. It was all in one motion but this time, 
the Japanese crumpled, and this time it was no trick. Now the airman slid 
over the bank and into the river. From the high cliff, Tien Pao saw him 
swimming under water. He angled off with the current toward a big branch 
floating in the middle of the river. The current took him away and then he 
was gone from sight. 

55
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                                                                Adapted from The House of Sixty Fathers by Meindert Dejong
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Section A [5 marks]

Text 1

Refer to the poster (Text 1) on page 2 of the Insert for Questions 1 – 4.

1 Who is the target audience of this poster?           [1]

…………………………….………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

2 What do you think is the purpose of the poster? 
Provide one possible reason for your answer.           [1]

…………………………….………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

3 The popular Japanese food, sushi (covered in plastic), and a pair of chopsticks 
are shown in this poster. 
What do you think is the purpose of this picture?          [1]

…………………………….………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

4 Aside from the main image, the details in the poster send out a strong message. 
How does it achieve this effect?             [2]

……………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………….………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
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Section B [20 marks]

Text 2

Refer to Text 2 on pages 3 and 4 of the Insert for Questions 5 – 18. 

5 Quote one word in Paragraph 1 that showed the writer having a difficult time 
during his French presentation.              [1]

…………………………….……………………………………………………………… 

6 ‘Even those who usually dozed off during presentations looked in my direction…’ 
(lines 7-8). According to the writer, why did his classmates behave that way? [1]

…………………………….……………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………. 

7 What were the writer’s feelings when he realised that his French presentation 
was going terribly? Answer in your own words.        [2]

…………………………….……………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………….……………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………. 

8 In paragraph 3, the phrases ‘dealt a great blow’ (line 14), ‘crippled me so’ (line 
14), ‘do battle with it’ (lines 16 – 17) and ‘almost always lost’ (line 17) were used 
to describe the writer’s experience with stuttering.         

What exactly about the experience was the writer trying to convey with the use of 
these phrases?             [1]

…………………………….……………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………. 
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9 Quote one word from paragraph 3 that shows how persistent the writer’s 
stuttering was.             [1]

…………………………….……………………………………………………………… 

10 State two reasons why the writer was keen on being involved in the Poinsettia 
Campaign fundraiser at his school.          [1]

…………………………….……………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………….……………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………. 

11 In paragraph 4, the writer states that even though he would like to contribute to a 
worthy cause, he ‘was caught in a mental tug-of-war’ (lines 28 – 29). In your 
own words, explain clearly why he felt this way.        [2]

…………………………….……………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………….……………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………. 

12 In paragraph 5, the writer prepared very hard for his presentation by rehearsing 
his speech ‘at least a hundred times’ (line 32).

Quote a phrase in the same paragraph that also demonstrates the writer’s 
determination to deliver his speech well on the day of his presentation.     [1]

…………………………….……………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………. 
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13 In paragraph 6, while waiting nervously for his turn to deliver his speech, what did 
the writer do and what was running through his mind?        [2]

…………………………….……………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………….……………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………. 

14 Quote a sentence in paragraph 6 that shows the writer treating his stutter as if it 
was a person.             [1]

…………………………….……………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………. 

15 The table below shows what the writer experienced in three stages – before, 
during and after – he delivered his speech in paragraph 6. Explain, in your own 
words, what the writer meant for each of the three stages stated below:     [3]

Stage Experience What the Writer Meant

Before 
speech

‘…my hands were ice 
cold and probably a little 
purple.’ (line 41)

During 
speech

‘Word after word flowed 
off my tongue as smooth 
as silk.’ (line 45) 

After 
speech

‘… the audience’s 
applause rang in the air.’
(line 46) 
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16 In paragraph 7, the writer stated that he ‘decided to apply for the school’s 
ultimate position of social responsibility and leadership – student prefect’ (lines 
51 – 53). What does this suggest about the writer’s character?.        [1]

…………………………….……………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………. 

17 In paragraph 7, the writer states that he began to embrace opportunities that 
involved public speaking. In your own words, fill up the table below to explain 
what he did and the effect that action had on his confidence level:        [2]

In the Writer’s Words In Your Own Words 

Action
‘I gradually took on more 
leadership positions…’
(lines 49 – 50) 

Effect
‘…each time, my 
confidence soared.’ (lines
50 – 51) 

18 According to the writer in paragraph 8, what broke the terrible cycle in which his 
stutter weakened his confidence?             [1]
…………………………….………………………… …………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………. 
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Section C [25 marks]

Text 3

Refer to Text 3 on page 5 and 6 of the Insert for Questions 19 - 26. 

19 Identify the word used by the narrator in paragraph 2 to show that the airman had 
lost control of his plane.                [1]

…………………………….……………………………………………………………… 

20 In paragraph 3, Tien Pao observed the airman as he emerged from his crashed 
airplane. In the table below, write down the specific actions taken by the airman to 
ensure his own safety after the crash. Ensure that the actions are in the 
correct order of sequence.               [2]

After the airplane had crash-landed, the airman…

Airman’s Actions (In Sequence)

First action

Second action

Third action

Last action
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21 In paragraph 4, state what the airman did while the Japanese soldiers ran 
towards the burning plane. Answer in your own words.          [2]

…………………………….……………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………….……………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………. 

22 ‘In the bushes, a pistol gleamed. It spat. And again!’ (lines 30 – 31). Explain 
clearly what the underlined phrases mean.            [1]

…………………………….……………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………. 

23 Pick a phrase from paragraph 4 which demonstrates that the airman’s plan to run 
towards the river did not go as smoothly as he would like it to be.         [1]

…………………………….……………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………. 

24 ‘…as he crawled he held his pistol ready, but he did not shoot’ (lines 41 – 42). 
What two things crossed Tien Pao’s mind when he saw this scene?         [1]

…………………………….……………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………….……………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………. 
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25 In your own words, explain what the airman did when he heard Tien Pao’s 
scream in paragraph 7.               [2]

…………………………….……………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………. 
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26 In your own words, summarise the actions taken by the American airman to 
escape from the Japanese soldiers.           

Use information from paragraph 5 to 7.

Your summary points should begin with the opening words below: 

After shooting two Japanese soldiers, the American airman ran haphazardly 
towards the riverbank.             [15]

SUMMARY POINTS

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.
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7.

8.

END OF PAPER
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Section A [5 marks]

Text 1

Refer to the poster (Text 1) on page 2 of the Insert for Questions 1 – 4.

1 Who is the target audience of this poster? (TA) 

ANSWER: 

The target audience are people who like/love seafood (the word OCEAN 

suggests that other marine creatures besides fish can also end up 

ingesting plastic). 

OR

The target audience are people who like/love to eat fish (acceptable 

since poster states that ‘fish off the West Coast ingest over 12,000 tons of 

plastic a year’). 

The following answers are NOT acceptable:

People who love to eat (too general) [X]
People who love to eat Japanese food (seafood is not confined to only 
Japanese food) [X]

[1]

2 What do you think is the purpose of the poster? 
Provide one possible reason for your answer. (POT)

ANSWER: 

The purpose of the poster is to appeal to people/seafood or fish lovers 
so that they can play a part in reducing plastic pollution in the ocean. 

OR
The purpose of the poster is to inform / raise awareness amongst 
people who consume seafood / fish that they must reduce plastic 
pollution in the ocean (as they may unknowingly ingest plastic when they 

consume their food). 

[1]
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Answer MUST indicate (i) action (‘appeal’/’inform’/’raise awareness’),  
(ii) target audience (‘seafood or fish lovers’/ ‘people who consume 
seafood/ fish’), (iii) main aim (‘play a part in reducing plastic 
pollution’/‘reduce plastic pollution’) and (iv) location (‘the ocean’).

3 The popular Japanese food, sushi (covered in plastic), and a pair of 
chopsticks are shown in this poster. What do you think is the purpose of 
this picture? (POP)

ANSWER: 

The sushi is shown to be rolled/covered in plastic and it also has plastic in 

it. The pair of chopsticks is placed next to it (DESCRIPTION). This is meant 

to convince seafood/fish lovers that they should be concerned about plastic 

pollution in the ocean as they may unknowingly be consuming plastic when 

they consume their food (INTERPRETATION). 

In order to score 1m, answer MUST have DESCRIPTION and 
INTERPRETATION.

[1]

4 Aside from the main image, the details in the poster send out a strong 
message. 
How does it achieve this effect? (INTEF)

ANSWER: 
The pronoun ‘YOU’ is used in the header ‘WHAT GOES IN THE 
OCEAN GOES IN YOU’ to make readers feel personally involved
(such that they may decide to take action and reduce plastic 
pollution).

The repetition of the phrase ‘GOES IN’. This is aimed at 
emphasising to the reader that what affects the ocean will also affect 
them as seafood/ fish consumers.

The poster cites a statistic (backed by recent studies) i.e. over 
12,000 tons of plastic a year were ingested by fish in the West 
Coast.

Encourages readers to take action against plastic pollution in the 
ocean by inviting them to visit a website (www.surfrider.org/rap) 

[2]
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Bottle icon at bottom right of poster with words ‘RISE ABOVE 
PLASTICS’ encouraging readers to reduce plastic pollution.
Accept ANY two answers for 1m each. 

Do NOT accept:

The header/title of the poster is in large font size. The purpose of 
large font size is to merely attract attention of readers. 

www.KiasuExamPaper.com
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Section B [20 marks]

Text 2

Refer to Text 2 on pages 3 and 4 of the Insert for Questions 5 – 18.

5 QUESTION TYPE: QUOTE

Quote one word in paragraph 1 that showed the writer having a difficult time 
during his French presentation.       [1]

Answer: 
The word is ‘trudged’. [1]

Paragraph 1, line 4:

6 QUESTION TYPE: DIRECT

‘Even those who usually dozed off during presentations looked in my 
direction…’ (lines 7 – 8). According to the writer, why did his classmates 
behave that way?         [1]

Answer: 
They behaved that way because they were waiting/expecting/anticipating 
when he would stutter next. [1]

Paragraph 2, lines 7 – 8:

1 Beads of perspiration began to collect on my forehead, as snickers of 
laughter echoed throughout the classroom. I opened my mouth to speak and 
a *staccato of ‘buh’s’ shot out. ‘Buh-buh, buh-buh, buh…**bonjour’. Any 
confidence I had, disintegrated. I trudged through my three-minute French 
presentation, facing for countless times, my worst enemy – my stutter. 5 

2 As I spoke, I could feel the eyes of my classmates cutting to pieces any 
remains of my confidence. Even those who usually dozed off during 
presentations looked in my direction, as if waiting to see when I would stutter 
next. Midway through, I hazarded a glance at my French teacher. Usually 
kind and supportive, his face was draped with the initial stages of a frown. 
‘This is going terribly’, I realised. My thoughts turned into anguish and 
helplessly, I stumbled onward. 

10

www.KiasuExamPaper.com

QUQUQQQQUQQQQUQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQ ESESSESESESSESESSSESSESESESESESESSESESSSSESESESESSEEEEESEESESESEEEESTITTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT ONNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNN TTTTTTTTTTTTTTYPYPPYPYPPYPYPYPPPYPYPYPYPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPYPPYPPPPPYPPPPPPPPPPPEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE: DIREREEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEECTCTCTTTTTCTTTCTTCTTTTTTTTTCTCTCTCTTTTCCCCCTCTCTTCTCTTTTTCTCCCTCTCTCTCTTCTCCTCTTTTTTTTTTCTCC

‘EEEEEEEvevvvvvvvvvvvvv n nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn thththththththtthttthththththththtththththttthtththththththhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhosososososososososssosososossosssosossosososososossossoooooooo e e eeeeeee eee e ee eeee eeeeeeee eeeeeeeeeeeee e wwhwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwww o usuusuususususususususuuusuuuuususususuusuususususususuussusuussuussussusuuuu uuauauuauaauauauauauauuauauuaaauuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll y y y yy y yy y yyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy dozedddddd ofofofofofoff fffff duri
directcctctctcccctccccc ioioioioioioioioioioioioioioioioioion……’ (llllllllllllllllllininninnnnnninnniiinnniininniiiinniinniinnnnnneseseseseseseseseseeeseseeseseeseseseseeseseseeseseseseesesesesssssssesssssseseeesseesesseseesese 77777777777777777777 ––––––––––––– 88888)8888888888888888888888888888 . AcAcAcAcAcAccocococococordrdrddrdrdding to

haveveveveveveveveeeveevevevevevvevvvevveveveeeeeeeeeeeeeee ttttttttttthaahahahhahahaaaahahaahaaahahahaaaaahahahahaaahaahaattttttt t tttttttttttttttttttttttttt wawawawaawawawaawawawawawawawawawawawaaawawaaawawwawawaawawawawawaawawawawawaaawawwawawwaaawwwwwawwwwwaway?y?y?y?y?y?y?y??yyy?y?y?y?y?yy?y?y?y?y?y?yy?y??y?y?y??y?y??y?yy?y?yy?y?y?y??y??y??????y???yy???yyyyy?yyy   

wer::::
ehavavavavavavaa edededededed ttttthat w

would

ollect on myyyyyyyy ffffffffffffororororororeheheheheheheeeeeead, aaaaaassssss snsnsnsnsnsnicicicicicickers
classssssssssssrororrorrorrrorrrrrrrorrorororrorororrroroooom. II ooopopopopopoopopopopopopopopopopopopopopopopopopoppppppppppeneneneneeeeeeeneneneneneneneneeneneeneneneneneenenennnnnnnnnnnnnnnededededededeedededededededededededededededededdedededededeededeededededeededededededdd mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmyyyyyy mooooooututututuu h hhhhh totototototo speak an

ot out. ‘Buhuhuhuhuhuhuhuhuhuhuhuhuhuh----------------bububuuuuuuubuuuubbbbbbbbbbbbbb h,hh,h,h,h,hhh,h,hh,hh,hhh,hhhh,h,h,h,h,hh,hh,hhhhh,hh,hhhhh,hhhhhhh,hhhh,hh,h,hhh,hhhhhhhhhhh,hh,h,h,hhh,h,h,h,h,hhhhhhh,, bbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbuhuhuhuhuhuhuuuuhuuuhuhuhuhuhuhuuhuhuhuhuhuhuhuhuhuhuhuhuhuhuhuhuhuhhhuhhhhhuhuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu -----------------bububububububbubububbbbububububbbubbbbbubububububububububububuuuuuuuuuuuuh,h,hhhhhhh,h,hhhhhhhh,hhhhhhhhh,hhhhhhhhhhhhh,hhhhhhhhhhhh,hhh,h,h,hhhh,hh,h,h,h,h,h,, bbbbbbuhuhuuuu …*******b*b*b*b*b*bononononononjour’. Any 
sintegggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggrateeeeeeeeeeeeeeed.d.d.d.d.d.d.d.d.dddddddddd  I trudddddddddddddgegegegegegeeegggegegeeeggeegeeeddddddddddddddddd thhhhhhrororrororororororororoooroooororororoooroooooororooooorrrorrorrrorororoooroooooooooooooooouguguguuugguguguguuuuguguuguuuguguguuuguguuguguuuuuguuuuuuuuuuuuuu hhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh mymymymymymy tttttthrhhhhh eee------mimimimimiminnnnnun te Freeeeeeench

cing forrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr cccccccccccccccccccccccccouououououououuououououououououououououuouuuuouououuuuuuouoooououoooooooooooooo ntntntntnntntntntntntntntntntntnnnntnnnnnnnnnnnntntnnnnnnnntleleleleeleeeleleleeleleeeleeeeeeeeeleelessssssssssssssssssssss tttttttttttttttimimiiiiiiiiiiiii es, mymymymymymymymymymymymymymymymymymmymymyymymyymymymyymmymymmyymymymymymyymyymymyyyyymmmymyyyyyy worst eneeeeeemymymymymymy – mymymymymymy sssssstutterererererer.

Mindworks Tuition

Need Home Tuition? Visit Mindworkstuition.com now or call 85000358 for assistance :) 
268



6

7 QUESTION TYPE: IYOW

What were the writer’s feelings when he realised that his French presentation 
was going terribly? Answer in your own words.    [2]

Answer: 
The writer felt agonised / tormented / distressed [1] and powerless / weak
[1]. 

Paragraph 2, lines 11 – 12:

Note to Teachers:

Students are expected to re-word ‘anguish’ (a feeling) and ‘helplessly’ (an 
emotion-based adverb) accurately in such a way that when presented as an 
IYOW answer, it is contextually suitable and grammatical. 

8 QUESTION TYPE: LANGUAGE IMPACT

In paragraph 3, the phrases ‘dealt a great blow’ (line 14), ‘crippled me so’ (line 
15), ‘do battle with it’ (lines 16 – 17) and ‘almost always lost’ (line 17) were 
used to describe the writer’s experience with stuttering.

What exactly about the experience was the writer trying to convey with the 
use of these phrases?        [1]

Answer: 
He was trying to convey how intense /difficult / tough / hard / overwhelming / 
challenging his experience with stuttering was. [1] (Accept other suitable 
alternatives)

2 As I spoke, I could feel the eyes of my classmates cutting to pieces any 
remains of my confidence. Even those who usually dozed off during 
presentations looked in my direction, as if waiting to see when I would stutter 
next. Midway through, I hazarded a glance at my French teacher. Usually 
kind and supportive, his face was draped with the initial stages of a frown. 
‘This is going terribly’, I realised. My thoughts turned into anguish and 
helplessly, I stumbled onward. 

10
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Paragraph 3:

9 QUESTION TYPE: QUOTE

Quote one word from paragraph 3 that shows how persistent the writer’s 
stuttering was.         [1]

Answer:
The word is ‘relentless’. [1]

Paragraph 3, line 20:

10 QUESTION TYPE: DIRECT

State two reasons why the writer was keen on being involved in the Poinsettia 
Campaign fundraiser at his school.      [1]

Answer: 
Christmas was his favourite holiday and going around with his friends selling 
poinsettias to students and teachers promised to be an enriching experience. 
[1]

3 When the presentation was over, my mind tried to block out what had just 
happened, but my confidence had been dealt a great blow. I wondered why 
this experience had crippled me so. After all, stuttering was nothing new to 
me. Anytime I was forced to speak in front of others, I would have to do battle 
with it. In French class – my worst class – I almost always lost. I reckoned I 
was disturbed by the fact that this was the worst my stuttering had ever been, 
and the worse it became, the more non-existent my confidence. I was caught 
in a relentless downward spiral.

15

20

3 When the presentation was over, my mind tried to block out what had just 
happened, but my confidence had been dealt a great blow. I wondered why 
this experience had crippled me so. After all, stuttering was nothing new to 
me. Anytime I was forced to speak in front of others, I would have to do battle 
with it. In French class – my worst class – I almost always lost. I reckoned I 
was disturbed by the fact that this was the worst my stuttering had ever been, 
and the worse it became, the more non-existent my confidence. I was caught 
in a relentless downward spiral.

15

20
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Paragraph 4, lines 26 – 27:

Note to Teachers: 

Both answers must be present for 1m.

11 QUESTION TYPE: IYOW

In paragraph 4, the writer states that even though he would like to contribute 
to a worthy cause, he ‘was caught in a mental tug-of-war’ (lines 28 – 29). In 
your own words, explain clearly why he felt this way.    [2]

Answer: 
For the writer to solicit / obtain / collect money for the campaign [1], he had 
to appear before an audience and present / deliver / give a speech (or) 
address an audience. [1] (Accept other suitable alternatives).

Paragraph 4, lines 29 – 30:

4 During that time, my brother was volunteering with the Red Cross. The 
organisation was looking to reach out to schools in the Ottawa area, hoping 
to expand its Christmas season ***Poinsettia Campaign through school-wide 
fundraisers. Suddenly, I figured that here was an opportunity to make a 
positive difference in my community. For as long as I could remember, 
Christmas had been my favourite holiday. Going around with friends selling 
poinsettias to students and teachers promised to be an enriching experience. 
I knew I would contribute to a worthy cause yet I was caught in a mental tug-
of-war. In order to raise funds for the campaign, I had to stand before an 
audience and speak. 

25

30

4 During that time, my brother was volunteering with the Red Cross. The 
organisation was looking to reach out to schools in the Ottawa area, hoping 
to expand its Christmas season ***Poinsettia Campaign through school-wide 
fundraisers. Suddenly, I figured that here was an opportunity to make a 
positive difference in my community. For as long as I could remember, 
Christmas had been my favourite holiday. Going around with friends selling 
poinsettias to students and teachers promised to be an enriching experience. 
I knew I would contribute to a worthy cause yet I was caught in a mental tug-
of-war. In order to raise funds for the campaign, I had to stand before an 
audience and speak.

25

30
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Note to Teachers:

Students are expected to change key words / phrases: ‘In order to’, ‘raise’, ‘funds’, 
‘stand’ and ‘speak’.

12 QUESTION TYPE: QUOTE

In paragraph 5, the writer prepared very hard for his presentation by 
rehearsing his speech ‘at least a hundred times’ (line 32).    

Quote a phrase in the same paragraph that also demonstrates the writer’s 
determination to deliver his speech well on the day of his presentation. [1]

Answer: 
The phrase is ‘virtually hoarse from practising’. [1]

Paragraph 5, line 34:

13 QUESTION TYPE: DIRECT

In paragraph 6, while waiting for his turn to deliver his speech, what did the 
writer do and what was running through his mind?    [2]

Answer: 
He fumbled nervously with his cue cards [1] and self-doubt was running 
through his mind / head [1]. 

5 The night before the Poinsettia Campaign presentation, I rehearsed my 
speech at least a hundred times. Every time I stuttered on a word, I switched 
to an easier word that would adhere to my memory better. By the time I had 
finished, my voice was virtually hoarse from practising. But I had precisely 
crafted a stutter-friendly speech that would last a grand total of twenty-five 
seconds. 

35
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Paragraph 6, lines 39 – 40: 

14 QUESTION TYPE: QUOTE

Quote a sentence in paragraph 6 that shows the writer treating his stutter as 
if it was a person. 

Answer: 
The sentence is ‘My stutter felt ready to ruthlessly embarrass me (in front of 
the entire school). [1]

Paragraph 6, lines 41-42: 

15 QUESTION TYPE: IYOW

The table below shows what the writer experienced in three stages – before, 
during and after – he delivered his speech in paragraph 6. Explain, in your 
own words, what the writer meant for each of the three stages stated below:

6 Then came the presentation day. The chaotic sounds of hundreds of students 
and faculty flooded the hall where school assembly was held each week. 
While awaiting my turn to address the school, I fumbled nervously with my 
cue cards. All the while, self-doubt ran riot in my head. Despite constantly 
wringing them, my hands were ice cold and probably a little purple. My stutter 
felt ready to ruthlessly embarrass me in front of the entire school. I walked up 
to the podium and inhaled deeply. I braced myself for the word staccatos to 
shoot out like they had in French class. But something peculiar happened – I
spoke fluently. Word after word flowed off my tongue as smooth as silk. A 
moment later, the audience’s applause rang in the air.

40

45

6 Then came the presentation day. The chaotic sounds of hundreds of students 
and faculty flooded the hall where school assembly was held each week. 
While awaiting my turn to address the school, I fumbled nervously with my 
cue cards. All the while, self-doubt ran riot in my head. Despite constantly 
wringing them, my hands were ice cold and probably a little purple. My stutter 
felt ready to ruthlessly embarrass me in front of the entire school. I walked up 
to the podium and inhaled deeply. I braced myself for the word staccatos to 
shoot out like they had in French class. But something peculiar happened – I
spoke fluently. Word after word flowed off my tongue as smooth as silk. A 
moment later, the audience’s applause rang in the air. 
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Stage Experience What the Writer Meant (Answers)

Before 
speech

‘…my hands were ice 
cold and probably a little 
purple.’ (line 41)

His hands were freezing and had 
turned dark (due to limited blood 
circulation) [1]

During 
speech

‘Word after word flowed 
off my tongue as 
smooth as silk.’ (line 45)

His speech was delivered 
effortlessly / easily or with ease.
[1] 

After 
speech

‘... the audience’s 
applause rang in the 
air.’ (line 46)

The audience clapped their hands 
so loudly that the sound filled the 
atmosphere. [1]

[3]

Paragraph 6, line 41, lines 45 – 46: 

16 QUESTION TYPE: LANGUAGE IMPACT

In paragraph 7, the writer stated that he ‘decided to apply for the school’s 
ultimate position of social responsibility and leadership – student prefect’ 
(lines 51 – 53). What does this suggest about the writer’s character? [1]

Answer: 
It suggests that the writer is brave / courageous / dauntless / self-confident / 
self-assured. . [1] (Accept other suitable alternatives)

6 Then came the presentation day. The chaotic sounds of hundreds of students 
and faculty flooded the hall where school assembly was held each week. 
While awaiting my turn to address the school, I fumbled nervously with my 
cue cards. All the while, self-doubt ran riot in my head. Despite constantly 
wringing them, my hands were ice cold and probably a little purple. My stutter 
felt ready to ruthlessly embarrass me in front of the entire school. I walked up 
to the podium and inhaled deeply. I braced myself for the word staccatos to 
shoot out like they had in French class. But something peculiar happened – I
spoke fluently. Word after word flowed off my tongue as smooth as silk. A 
moment later, the audience’s applause rang in the air. 

40

45
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Paragraph 7, lines 51 – 53: 

17 QUESTION TYPE: IYOW

In paragraph 7, the writer states that he began to embrace opportunities that 
involved public speaking. In your own words, fill up the table below to 
explain what he did and the effect that action had on his confidence level:

The Writer’s Words In Your Own Words 
(Answers)

Action ‘I gradually took on more 
leadership positions…’ (lines 49 – 
50)

he steadily / progressively 
assumed / bore / 
undertook more leadership 
roles [1]

Effect ‘…each time, my confidence 
soared.’ (lines 50 – 51)

his confidence rose / greatly 
increased every time. [1]

[2]

Paragraph 7, lines 49 – 51:

18 QUESTION TYPE: DIRECT

According to the writer in paragraph 8, what broke the terrible cycle in which 
his stutter weakened his confidence?      
  [1]

7 After that experience, life around me continued as normal, but the change I 
had undergone was unmistakable. Rather than avoiding anything that 
remotely involved public speaking, I began to embrace these opportunities. I
gradually took on more leadership positions in school activities, and each 
time, my confidence soared. At the end of this past year, I decided to apply for 
the school’s ultimate position of social responsibility and leadership – student 
prefect. 

50

7 After that experience, life around me continued as normal, but the change I 
had undergone was unmistakable. Rather than avoiding anything that 
remotely involved public speaking, I began to embrace these opportunities. I
gradually took on more leadership positions in school activities, and each 
time, my confidence soared. At the end of this past year, I decided to apply 
for the school’s ultimate position of social responsibility and leadership – 
student prefect. 

50
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Answer: 
The Poinsettia Campaign. [1]

Paragraph 8, lines 56 – 57: 

Section C [25 marks]

Text 3

Refer to Text 3 on page 5 and 6 of the Insert for Questions 19 - 26. 

19 QUESTION TYPE: QUOTE

Identify the word used by the narrator in paragraph 2 that shows the airman 
had lost control of his plane.        [1]

Answer: 
The word is ‘helpless.’[1]

Paragraph 2, line 7: 

20 QUESTION TYPE: DIRECT

In paragraph 3, Tien Pao observed the airman as he emerged from his 
crashed airplane. In the table below, write down the specific actions taken by 
the airman to ensure his own safety after the crash. Ensure that the actions 
are in the correct order of sequence.      [2]

8 In hindsight, I am in awe of the amount of change a year can entail. I had 
been caught up in a terrible cycle in which my stutter diminished my 
confidence and the Poinsettia Campaign was the exact opportunity I needed 
to break out of it. Now with school resuming in a week, I look forward to my 
first French presentation of the year. I am eager to see what a whole year of 
growth in confidence can do. Ultimately with or without this stutter, I feel that 
the sky is the limit.

55

60

2 Then a new sound came to Tien Pao’s ears, the sound of a motor coughing. 
When he opened his eyes the aeroplane had somehow straightened out of 
its helpless dive. It was going down, but it spun no longer. Somehow it found 
the road. Somehow it leaped and bumped down on to the road, bounced 
along with the swiftness of light. It stopped too soon! It stopped too short! Its 
tail flew up and flipped over. There lay the plane on its helpless back. A 
roaring mass of yellow flames gushed out of it.

5 

10
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After the airplane had crash-landed, the airman…

Airman’s Actions (In Sequence) - Answers
First action He tumbled and rolled away from the plane. [1/2]

Second action He beat at his clothes with his bare hands. [1/2]

Third action
He jumped up and ripped off his helmet that was smouldering at 
the back of his neck. [1/2]

Last action He used his helmet and beat at the flames with it. [1/2]

Paragraph 3, lines 14 – 17:

21 QUESTION TYPE: IYOW

In paragraph 4, state what the airman did while the Japanese soldiers ran 
towards the burning plane. Answer in your own words.   [2]

Answer: 
The airman ducked / squatted in the bushes [1] still hitting / striking / 
pounding at his burning / blazing clothes. [1]

3 On top of the cliff, Tien Pao’s chest was heaving as he struggled for air. 
There lay the flaming plane. No one could be alive in that! But out of the 
flames a man came tumbling. His clothes were on fire. He tumbled and 
rolled away from the plane, and he beat at his clothes with his bare hands.
He jumped up, ripped off the aviator’s helmet that was smouldering at the 
back of his neck and beat at the flames with that. But was that the airman? 
Was it the yellow-haired airman Tien Pao had helped get across the river 
earlier on? Tien Pao could not believe it. With his eyes riveted on the man, 
he talked to Glory-of-the-Republic about it – short little unbelieving words. It 
could not be. Oh, it could not be. He had seen only the one airman – maybe 
all Americans had yellow hair. It must be that.

15

20

www.KiasuExamPaper.com

QUQUQUQUQUQUQUQUQUQUQUQUQUQUUESESESESESESEESESESESESEESESESESESESESESESEESEESESESESESESEESESEESESEEEESESEEESEESSESSSESESSESSSSSSSSSSSSSSSTITITITITITITITITITITITITIIITITITITTITITTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT ONONONONOONONONONONONONONONOOONONOONOOONONOOOOOONOOOONONOONONONONONONONOONONONOOOOONONNNNNNNNNNNNNNN TTTTTTTTYPYPYPYPYPYPYPYPYPYPYPYPYPPYYPYYPYYPYPYPPPPPPPYPYPYPYPYYYYYYYY EEEEEEE: IYIYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYIYYYYYYYIYYYYYYYYYYYYYIYYYYYIYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYIYI OWOWOWOWOWOWOWOWOWOWOWWOWOWOWOWOWOWOWWOWOWOWOWOOOWOWOWOWOWOOWWOWOWWOWOWOWOWOWOWWWOOOOOOWOOWOWOOOOOOOWOOO

 paraararararaaarararaaarrararrrrrrararagagagagagaaagagaaaagagaaaagaaaaaaaagaaaaaaaaaaaagagagaggrararaaraarrraarararararaararararararaaaaaaphphpphphphphppphhphpphphphphphphphphppphphphphhhphpphphhhphhppphhphhphphphhpppphppphppppppppppp 4444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444, ststsststststststststststssttststsststsstststststststststtststtssstsststsstsstssttstssttstts atatatatatattatatatataatatatatatatattaaattaatatttaatataaaatttatatttatttatataaatataaaaaaaaa e eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee whhhhhhatatatatatat tttttthehehehehehe airm
arddddddddddddddsssssssssssssssssssssssssssss thththththththththththththththththththththththeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee bububububuubububububbububububbubububbubububuuububububububbbubuubububuubububuuubbbuubuuububburrnrrnrnnrnrnrnrnrnnnrrnrnrnrnnrnrrrnrnnnrnrnrrrnnrnrrrrrrr ingg plplplplplplanananananane.eeeee  Answ

er:
mannnnnnnn duck

g at

e strurururururugggggggggggglell d
e in that!!!!!! But oooouoo t o

were on fiiirererererere.... HeHeHeHeHeHe ttttttumumumumumumbled a
at his clothhhhhheseseseseses wwwwwwitititititithhhhhh his s s    babababababarererererere hahahahahahh nd

or’s helmet thhhhhhatatatatatatatatatatatatatatatatatatattattttttt wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwasasasaasasasasasssassasasasssasasassasasassasassssasassssasasssassassasss sssssssmmmoululululululdededededederiririririringngngngngng at the
...... BuBuBuBuBuBuBBuBBBuBBBBBuBuBuBuBuBBBuBBBuBuBuBuBuBuBuBuBuBuBuBuBuBuBuuuuuuuuuuut ttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttt ttt wwwwwwwawawawawawwwawwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwww s thhatatatatatat tttttthehehehehehe airman? he flameseseeeeeeeseseseeeeeeeeeeeeee wwwwwwwwwwwwitthh h h hh hhhh thththththththththththhhthhhththththhththtthththttthttttttttttttttthththttthtttttttttttttththttttht atatatatatatataaaatatataaaatatatatatatatatatatatttattttttttttttt

airman n nn nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn TiTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT en PPPPPPPPPPPPPPaoaoaoaoaooooaooaoaoooaoaoooaaaa hhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh ddadadadadaadadaadaddaddddadadadadaadadadaddddddadaddddadddddaddddaaaaadaadaadaddadaaadaadadaddaaddddddd hhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhheleeleleleleeleleleleleleleleleeleleleleleleleleleleleleeeeeleleleeeeeeeeeeeeleeleeeeeeeeeleeleeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeleleeeeellpeppppeppepepepepepepepepepepeppepepepepepepepepepepepepepepepepepepepepepeddddddddddddddddd gegegegegegegg t ttttt acacacacacacrorororororossssssssssss tttttthe river 
coulddldldddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddd nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnotototootootootoootoootototototototooooototootoototoototototootttttttttt bbeeeeeeeleeeeeeeeeeee ieieieieieeieieeeeeieeeve it. WWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWitiii h hihiiiiiis ssssssss eyessssss rivvvvvveeetedddddd oooooonnnnn n the mamamamamaman,n,n,n,n,n,, 

ory-of-ff theeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee-ReRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRR puublbbbbbbbbbbb ic aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaabobobobobobobobobobobobobobobooooout itttttt ––––––––––––––– short little uuuuuunbnbnbnbnbnbelieeeeeevivivivivivingngggggg wwwwwworororororordsdsdsdsdsds. It 
be. Ohhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh,,,, ititiititiiittititiititttititittititttttttttttttttt ccccccouldddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddd nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnotototootototototototottotototototototttttotooototttottoooooooo bbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbe.eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHe eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee hahahahahahahahahahahahhahhahhhahahhahhhhahahahahahahhhhahhhhhahhhhahahahhhaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaadddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddd sesessesssesssessssssssssssssssssssssss ennnnnnnnnnnnn ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooonlnnn y the eeeee onononononone airmrmrmrmrmrmr anananananan – mayb
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Paragraph 4, lines 24 – 25:

Note to Teachers:

For every 2 correct words successfully changed IYOW, 1m is awarded.
No 1/2m is will be awarded.

22 QUESTION TYPE: LANGUAGE IMPACT

‘In the bushes, a pistol gleamed. It spat. And again! (lines 30 – 31). Explain 
clearly what the underlined phrases mean.     [1]

Answer: 

The airman’s gun was shot twice / the airman shot his gun twice / two times. 
[1]

4 In the valley, the Japanese soldiers had started running. They sprang into 
action from everywhere and ran towards the distant burning plane. The 
airman crouched in the bushes, still beating at his smouldering clothes.
‘Run! Run!’ Tien Pao wanted to shout. ‘RUN!’ He must not shout – he dared 
not shout. As if the yellow-haired man had heard the shout Tien Pao had not 
shouted, he suddenly backed away into the bushes. The first two Japanese 
came racing down the road in his direction. They did not know anything alive 
had come out of those flames. In the bushes, a pistol gleamed. It spat. And 
again! The two Japanese toppled on the open road. But others were swiftly 
approaching, and the American airman realised it, for now he broke from the 
bushes and dashed towards the river. But he was so slow! He must run 
faster. Faster! Then Tien Pao saw that he was dragging his leg. Now he 
came to an unexpected halt and he clung to a bamboo clump for support. 
Now he limped off again in his crouching run.

25
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s succcccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccceseseeeeesseseseseseseseeeeeeeseseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee sfsfsfsfsfsfsfsfsfsfsfsfsfsfsfsfsfsfsfsfsfsfsffsfsfsfsfsfffsfsfffffffffffffffffulululuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu lylylylylylylylylylylylylylylylylylylylylylyly ccccccccccccccccccccchangggggggggggggggedededededddeddedededdedededdddddedededdededdededddedededededdddedeeddeddddddddddededdddedeeedeeededd IYOOWWWWWWWWW, 1m m mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm isisisisisisisissisisissisisis awawawaawawawawawawawawawawawawawaardrdrdrdrdrdrdrddrdrdrdrdrdrdrdrdrdr eede .
warded.

STIONONNONONNNONNNNNONNNONONNNNN TYPYPYPYPYPYYPYPYPYYYPYPYYPYYYPYYYPYYPYPYYYYYYYYYYYYPEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE:::::::::::::::: LALALLALALALLLLALLALLALLLLALLALALLLLLALLLLLALLLALLLLLLLLLLALLLAAAAANGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGUAUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUU GEGEGGEGEGEGEGEGEGEGEGEGEGGEGEGEGEGEGGEGEEGEGEGEGEGEGEGGGEGGEGEGEGEGEEGEGEGEGEEGEGGEEEGEGGGEGG  IMPACACACACACACACCACCACCACCACCACACCACCACCACCCCACACACACACACCACCCCCCACCACCCCCAACACACCACCCCACCCCCACAACAAAAA TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT

‘IIn nnnnnnnnnnnnn thhhhhhheeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee bushshshhhhshhhhhhhhhhhheseseseseseseseseseseseseses, aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa pipippppppppippp stololllllllllllllllllllll ggggggggggggggggggggggglelelllelleleleeeeleeeleeleeeleeleeeeeeleleeeeleleeleeleeleeeeeamamamamamamamamamamaamaamaaaaamamamamaaamamamamamamamamamaaamamamaaammamaamamaammmammammmmmedededeededededededededdededededededededededededeedededeededeeededeeeededddddedddeddeddeeeededddd. ItItItItIttItIttItItItItIttItttIttItItIt sssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssspppppappppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppp t. Annndddddd agagagagagaggain! (l
clcclcccclccclcclclcleaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaearlrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr y yyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy whwwwwwwwwwwww at ttttttttttttttttttheheheheheheheheheeheheeehhhhhhh uuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuundnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn erlineneeneeeeneeeneeeneneennnnnnn d dd dddd ddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddd phphpphphphphphphphhpppphphphphppphhphppphphhphphhhhppppppppppppp raraaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaasesessseseseseseseseseeseseseseseesessesesesesesessessesesesesesesssssssessesseseeeeeseesessssssss sssss memmmmmmemmmmmmmmmmmmmmmemmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmemememmmmm anananananan...... 

Answssswswswswswswswswwwswswwwwwwwwws ereeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee :

e aiiiirrmrmrmrmrmrmrmrmmmmmmrmrmrmmmmmmrmmmmmrmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmananaaaaaaaaaaaaaa ’s’ssssssssssss’s’ssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss gggguuuunuuuuuu wwwwwwasasasasasas sssssshohohohohohot twi
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Paragraph 4, lines 30 – 31:

23 QUESTION TYPE: QUOTE

Pick a phrase from paragraph 4 which demonstrates that the airman’s plan to 
run towards the river did not go as smoothly as he would like it to be.  [1]

Answer: 
The phrase is ‘unexpected halt’. [1]

4 In the valley, the Japanese soldiers had started running. They sprang into 
action from everywhere and ran towards the distant burning plane. The 
airman crouched in the bushes, still beating at his smouldering clothes.
‘Run! Run!’ Tien Pao wanted to shout. ‘RUN!’ He must not shout – he dared 
not shout. As if the yellow-haired man had heard the shout Tien Pao had not 
shouted, he suddenly backed away into the bushes. The first two Japanese 
came racing down the road in his direction. They did not know anything alive 
had come out of those flames. In the bushes, a pistol gleamed. It spat. And 
again! The two Japanese toppled on the open road. But others were swiftly 
approaching, and the American airman realised it, for now he broke from the 
bushes and dashed towards the river. But he was so slow! He must run 
faster. Faster! Then Tien Pao saw that he was dragging his leg. Now he 
came to an unexpected halt and he clung to a bamboo clump for support. 
Now he limped off again in his crouching run.
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OTE

from pararaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa agaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa raphphppphphphphphphphpphphppppppppppppp 4444444444444444444 wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwhihhh chhhh ddddddddddddddddddddddddddddeeemeeeeee onstratetetetetetessssss thatttttt tttttthhhhheh aaaaaairiririririrmamamamamaman’s pl
rds theeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee ririiiiriririiririiririririiiiiiiiivevevvevvvvevvevvvvvvvvvvvvevvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvevvvvvveeeeer diidddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddd nonooonononononoonononoonoonononooonooononooononooonoonnnnooonnnnnon t ttttttttttttttttttttttttttttt gogogogogogogoggogogogogoggoggoggggoggoogooooogogggggoggoogogggoo aaaaaaaaaaassssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss smsmsmsmsmsmsmsmsmsmsmssmsmmmsmsmsmsmmmssmsmsmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo thttttthttttttttttttttt lyy aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaasssssssssss ssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss he wououououououldldldldldld likeeeeeee itititititit ttttttoooooo bebbbbb .

Answwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwerereeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee :
ThThTTTThTTTThThTTTTThTTTThThhhTThhhThThhhhe phphphphphphphphphphphhphphphphphphphphhhphhpphhphphhphhphphhphphhpphphpppphhhppphphpphpp raseee iiiiiiis sssssssssssss ‘unenenenenenenenenenneneneneneneneneeenennennennneneneeneeneeneneneneneneneeneenneeennennnnexpecteteteteteteteeteteteteeeettteeettetteeteeeeeeeeeeeedddddddddddddddddddddddd hahhahahahahahahahhahahahhhahahahahahhhhahahahahahahahahahhhhahahahhhahhahahahahahaaaahahhhaahhahhaahaaltltlttlttttltttltltttttttltttttlltltltlllllltltttlttttt’.’.’.’.’.’.’.’’’’’.’’.’.’’’.’’’’.......  [1[1[1[1[11[1[1[11[11[1[1[1[[[[[1[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[1[[[[[[[[[[[[ ]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]
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Paragraph 4, line 35:

24 QUESTION TYPE: DIRECT

‘…as he crawled he held his pistol ready, but he did not shoot’ (lines 41 – 42). 
What two things crossed Tien Pao’s mind when he saw this scene?  [1]

Answer: 
First, Tien Pao realised that the Japanese soldier was trying to take the 
airman alive and second, Tien Pao knew that if captured alive, the airman 
would be tortured by the Japanese. [1]

Both things that crossed Tien Pao’s mind must be present for 1m.

Paragraph 5, lines 42 – 44:

4 In the valley, the Japanese soldiers had started running. They sprang into 
action from everywhere and ran towards the distant burning plane. The 
airman crouched in the bushes, still beating at his smouldering clothes.
‘Run! Run!’ Tien Pao wanted to shout. ‘RUN!’ He must not shout – he dared 
not shout. As if the yellow-haired man had heard the shout Tien Pao had not 
shouted, he suddenly backed away into the bushes. The first two Japanese 
came racing down the road in his direction. They did not know anything alive 
had come out of those flames. In the bushes, a pistol gleamed. It spat. And 
again! The two Japanese toppled on the open road. But others were swiftly 
approaching, and the American airman realised it, for now he broke from the 
bushes and dashed towards the river. But he was so slow! He must run 
faster. Faster! Then Tien Pao saw that he was dragging his leg. Now he 
came to an unexpected halt and he clung to a bamboo clump for support. 
Now he limped off again in his crouching run.

25

30

35

5 He did not run straight. He kept clumps of bushes and bamboo between him 
and the Japanese soldiers. Now he started on the last short sprint to the 
riverbank. Two Japanese came around a bamboo clump. The airman threw 
himself flat. Then his pistol barked. One Japanese fell, but the other crawled 
on, hidden by the bamboo and as he crawled he held his pistol ready, but he 
did not shoot. By that Tien Pao knew that the Japanese were trying to take 
the airman alive. He remembered what his mother had told him: if they 
caught him they would torture him – bamboo splinters under the fingernails. 
The crawling torture pains stabbed up into Tien Pao’s fingers again the way 
they had done when he had sat before his mother on the bench in the 
sampan. There was nothing he could do for the airman – nothing.

40

45

www.KiasuExamPaper.com

RECT
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Answwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwerereeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee :
FiFiiFiFiFFFiFFFiFiiiFFiiiFiFiiiirsr t,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTien PaPaPaPaPaPaPaPaPaPaPaPaaPaPPPPPPP o rereeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeealiseddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddd ttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttthahhahahahahahhahahahahahhahahahhhahahahahahhahahahahahahahahhhahahahahaahahaaaaahaaaaahhhahhhaahahaaaaat tt thththththththththtththththththththhhththththththththththhththhhthhhthhhhhthhhhhhhhthhhththhhthtt e e e e eeeee e ee eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee JaJaJaJaJaJaJaJaJJaJaJaJaJaJaJaaaJaJaJaJaJaaJJaJaJaaaaaaJaaaaaaaaaJaaaaJaapppppappppp neeeeeesesesesesese ssssssololololololldier
aiaiaiaiaiaiaiaiaiaiaiaiaiairmrmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmananannnnnnnnannnnnnnnannnnnnnnnnnn aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaalil ve aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaandndnddddddndnddnddndndndddnddndndndddddddddddndddddddddddddddddd sssssssssssssssssseconononnonnnnnonnnnonononononnonononnnnnoononononononnnononononoononoonooooooooooooo d,d,d,d,d,d,d,d,d,d,dd,d,d,d,d,d,dddddddddddddddddddddddddddd TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTien nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn PPaPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPP o o ooo knknknknknknewewewewewew that
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25 QUESTION TYPE: IYOW

In your own words, explain what the airman did when he heard Tien Pao’s 
scream in paragraph 7.        [2]

Answer: 

He / The airman turned / swivelled / spun [1] and fired his pistol (at the                      
Japanese soldier). [1]

Note to Teachers:

Students are expected to re-word ‘whirled’ and ‘shot’.

Paragraph 7, line 56:

7 Before he realised he was doing it, Tien Pao was shrieking out: ‘LOOK OUT! 
LOOK OUT!’ It was in Chinese, but it was a warning scream. The airman 
had understood it. He whirled, he shot. It was all in one motion but this time, 
the Japanese crumpled, and this time it was no trick. Now the airman slid 
over the bank and into the river. From the high cliff, Tien Pao saw him 
swimming under water. He angled off with the current toward a big branch 
floating in the middle of the river. The current took him away and then he 
was gone from sight. 
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60
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was shriekekekekekekininininining g g g g g ouooooo t:t:t:t:t:t: ‘‘‘‘‘LLOLLLL OK OU
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26 QUESTION TYPE: SUMMARY

In your own words, summarise the actions taken by the American airman to escape 
from the Japanese soldiers.         

Use information from paragraph 5 to 7.

Your summary points should begin with the opening words below: 

After shooting two Japanese soldiers, the American airman ran haphazardly towards 
the riverbank.                       [15]

SUMMARY POINTS:
No. Narrator’s Words Students’ Own Words

1.
He kept clumps of bushes and 
bamboo between him and the 
Japanese soldiers. 

He hid amongst the bushes from 
the Japanese soldiers. 

2.
Now he started on the last short 
sprint to the riverbank.

He then sprinted towards the 
riverbank.

3.
Two Japanese soldiers came around a 
bamboo clump. The airman threw 
himself flat. 

The airman collapsed on the 
ground to hide from two Japanese 
soldiers coming around a bamboo 
clump.

4. Then his pistol barked. The airman shot his pistol. 

5.
The airman had known about the 
second Japanese soldier. There was a 
shot. 

He knew about the second 
Japanese soldier and fired at him. 

6.
The airman turned to dive into the 
river. He swirled to jump into the river.

7.

Tien Pao shrieked at the airman to 
warn him about the Japanese soldier 
approaching him. The airman whirled, 
he shot. 

The airman heard Tien Pao’s 
warning scream about the 
approaching soldier, spun and fired 
at the soldier. 

8.
The airman slid over the bank and into 
the river.

The airman slipped over the bank 
and into the river.

9.
Tien Pao saw him swimming under 
water. He swam under water.
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10.
He angled off with the current toward 
a big branch floating in the middle of the 
river. The current took him away. 

He moved with the current toward 
a big branch and floated away. 

Paragraphs 5 – 7: (Where the summary points can be found)

5 He did not run straight. He kept clumps of bushes and bamboo between him 
and the Japanese soldiers. Now he started on the last short sprint to the 
riverbank. Two Japanese came around a bamboo clump. The airman threw 
himself flat. Then his pistol barked. One Japanese fell, but the other crawled 
on, hidden by the bamboo and as he crawled he held his pistol ready, but he 
did not shoot. By that Tien Pao knew that the Japanese were trying to take 
the airman alive. He remembered what his mother had told him: if they
caught him they would torture him – bamboo splinters under the fingernails. 
The crawling torture pains stabbed up into Tien Pao’s fingers again the way 
they had done when he had sat before his mother on the bench in the 
sampan. There was nothing he could do for the airman – nothing.

40

45

6 But the airman had known about the second Japanese soldier. There was a 
shot. The Japanese let slip his hold on the bamboo clump, and sagged. The
airman turned to dive into the river. It was a trick. It was a trick! Did the 
airman not know – did he not see? The Japanese was coming around the 
bamboo – in one bounding leap clearing the space between him and the 
airman on the bank.

50

7 Before he realised he was doing it, Tien Pao was shrieking out: ‘LOOK OUT! 
LOOK OUT!’ It was in Chinese, but it was a warning scream. The airman 
had understood it. He whirled, he shot. It was all in one motion but this time, 
the Japanese crumpled, and this time it was no trick. Now the airman slid 
over the bank and into the river. From the high cliff, Tien Pao saw him 
swimming under water. He angled off with the current toward a big branch 
floating in the middle of the river. The current took him away and then he 
was gone from sight. 

55

60
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Summary Score: Summary Points = 8 m + Language = 7 m

Marks for Language & Style

SUMMARY STYLE DESCRIPTORS (IYOW)

7 

The language is almost always accurate. Serious errors will be so 
isolated as to be almost unnoticeable.

Spelling and tenses accurate, apart from very occasional slips. 

All relevant PRONOUNS, VERBS, and ADJECTIVES have been 
rephrased precisely, without losing the original meaning.

5 – 6 

The language is largely accurate.

Spelling and tenses are largely accurate.

About 75% of relevant PRONOUNS, VERBS, and ADJECTIVES
have been rephrased correctly, without losing much of the 
original meaning.

3 – 4 

Meaning is not in doubt but serious errors are becoming more 
frequent. 

Spelling of simple vocabulary accurate, some errors in more 
difficult words.

Tenses are less consistent and can switch from point to point. 

Some effort has been put into rephrasing about 50% of relevant 
PRONOUNS, VERBS, and ADJECTIVES, but original meaning is 
sometimes lost.

1 – 2 

Heavy frequency of serious errors, impeding the reading in many 
places.

Spelling of simple vocabulary mostly accurate, frequent errors in 
more difficult words. 

Tenses are inconsistent and may even change within the same 
sentence. 

Effort has been put into rephrasing about 25% of relevant 
PRONOUNS, VERBS, and ADJECTIVES, but original meaning is 
often lost.
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0 

Frequency of errors very pronounced, impeding understanding 
and reading of the entire text.

Spelling and tenses are largely inconsistent or incorrect. 

Points are either entirely lifted from the text or the original 
meanings are rendered completely unrecognisable by the choice 
of synonyms.

END OF ANSWER SCHEME
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Section B [30 marks]

You are advised to write between 180 and 250 words for this section.

Look at the poster about a Halloween event at the Senja-Cashew Community Club 
on page 3. Study the information carefully and plan your answer before beginning to 
write.

You have never celebrated nor been to a Halloween event before and think that it 
would be good to experience it. However, being the first time, you are worried and do 
not know what to expect. You would like someone (other than your parents) to 
accompany you. 

Write an email to your best friend and persuade your friend to join you. In your email, 
give your friend: 

details of the event such as the day and time to meet

a description of the Halloween character and costume that you will be wearing

a suggestion as to what Halloween character he or she can come as
(something different from yours)

two activities (from the poster) that you think you and your friend would enjoy
participating in at the event

an explanation as to why you need your friend to be there with you

Write your email in clear, accurate English and in a friendly and persuasive tone to 
convince your friend to join you.

You may add any other details that might be of interest.

You should use your own words as much as possible.
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Section C [30 marks]

Begin your answer on a fresh sheet of paper.

You are advised to write between 250 and 350 words on one of the following topics. 

At the head of your composition, write the number of the topic you have chosen.

 

1 What are the advantages and disadvantages of playing computer games?

2 Describe a hobby that you have or a hobby you would like to adopt if you do not 
have one.  

3 Describe a chaotic scene in the classroom when the teacher was not in. 

4 Everyone should do their part in saving the environment. Do you agree?

 

---------- End of Paper ---------- 
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Section A [10 marks]

Carefully read the text below, consisting of 12 lines, about the origins of Earl Grey 
tea. The first and last lines are correct. For eight of the lines, there is one 
grammatical error in each line. There are two more lines with no errors.

If there is NO error in a line, put a tick ( ) in the space provided.

If the line is incorrect, circle the incorrect word and write the correct word in the 
space provided. The correct word you provide must not change the original meaning
of the sentence.

Example: 
I arrived to my destination at 2 p.m.                                                     …..……at……. 

My mother always wears sensible clothes. …..…… …….

While Earl Grey tea was popularised by the English, it was not an

English invention. Scented and flavoured teas are unique

Chinese. Early Chinese tea masters constantly experiment  

with ways to make their teas most exotic to capture the attention 

of the reign emperors. From fragrant jasmine flowers and wild 

rosebuds to bitter oranges, Chinese tea masters infused all kinds 

of fragrance and flavours into their teas during processing to 

creates distinctive and highly drinkable beverages. One history of 

the origins of Earl Grey explain that a Chinese tea master 

blended the first Earl Grey tea as a gift for Charles Grey, 2nd Earl 

of Grey and Prime Minister for the United Kingdom from 1830 to 

1834. Earl Grey tea was then copied by English tea blenders.

1    …………………….

2    …………………….

3    …………………….

4    …………………….

5 ……………………. 

6    …………………….

7    …………………….

8 …………………….

9    ……………………. 

10 …………………….

Adapted from https://www.teatulia.com/tea-varieties/what-is-earl-grey-tea.htm.

---------- End of Insert ----------

www.KiasuExamPaper.com

Mindworks Tuition

Need Home Tuition? Visit Mindworkstuition.com now or call 85000358 for assistance :) 
292



This Insert consists of 6 printed pages including this page.

[Turn over]

Name: ………………………………………………….. (           )        Class: …………… 

ASSUMPTION ENGLISH SCHOOL 
END OF YEAR EXAMINATION 2017

SECONDARY 1 EXPRESS
ENGLISH LANGUAGE (1128/02) 

INSERT

www.KiasuExamPaper.com

Mindworks Tuition

Need Home Tuition? Visit Mindworkstuition.com now or call 85000358 for assistance :) 
293



2 

1128/1E/EOY/17

Section A: Text 1
Study the poster below and answer Questions 1 – 4 in the answer booklet.
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Section B: Text 2
The text below is a conversation that took place in a car between the writer, his parents 
and younger sister as they were driving to send the writer to a camp.
Read it carefully and answer Questions 5 – 16 in the Answer Booklet.

1

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10

I was sitting in my family’s Honda Odyssey, heading towards my destiny, but 
the GPS kept rerouting. Maybe I should have taken it as an omen. Was a 
higher power trying to tell me something? That I should turn back? That my 
fate was not, in fact, to be found in the countryside of Upstate New York? 
Even if a higher power was not trying to dissuade me from going to camp, the 
higher power in this minivan definitely was.

“Gregor, I just do not understand why you are going to a camp for at-risk 
teens,” my mother said. She was in the driver’s seat and sneaking glances at 
me through the rearview mirror.

“It’s a camp for activist teens,” I said. “And I’m going because this might be 
the most important thing to ever happen to me.” 

Even as I said it I knew it sounded melodramatic, but I really did believe that. 
And not only because it was going to look amazing on my university
applications. Camp Save the World was a brand new camp started by Robert 
Drill, creator of DrillTech. Not only was he one of the richest people alive, he 
was also one of the most philanthropic, donating nearly 90 percent of his
billions to worthy causes. I have read his autobiography nine times, and each 
time the message was clear: Life was about doing good. Robert Drill did not
want to be remembered for the way he changed the tech world; he wanted to 
be remembered for making the world a better place. He was a personal hero 
of mine.

When he started Camp Save the World this year, a camp programme for
teenagers who wanted to utilise their strengths and talents to make a lasting 
impression in the world, I had to sign up.

“What will you kids even be doing there?” Mum said. “Are you all going to sit 
around and make protest signs?” 

Honestly, that sounded pretty awesome. “I’m sure there’ll be normal camp 
activities. Swimming. Canoeing.” 

“So, you’re just going to sit in a canoe, holding a protest sign? Shouting at 
people? You could drown!” my mother said. “Did you pack extra underwear?” 

“I won’t drown, and yes, I did,” I said. “Did Dad not explain any of this to you?” 

“I tried, son,” Dad said. He was in the passenger seat, and while he may have 
been talking to me, all of his attention was taken up by the enormous, crinkly 
map in his hands. Dad was sure we would get there just fine with the paper 
map, even though Mum already had a GPS mounted on the dashboard. Not 
to mention the backup GPS app I kept sneaking glances at on my phone. 
Dad’s eyes volleyed from the map to the view outside his window, squinting 
at the unfamiliar country terrain. My father had always lived in a city, first in 
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11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20 

21

22

Mexico as a kid, and then in New York. The country was a totally different 
world than what he was used to. “I think we need to take the next right.” 

I checked my GPS. “Actually, stay on this road,” I told my Mum. She listened 
to me, and my father did not protest.

“I told your mother: If this camp is good enough for Ashley Woodstone, then 
it is good enough for our son. Do you have a crush on Ashley Woodstone, 
Gregor? Is that why you wanted to come to this camp?” 

I hated rolling my eyes in front of my parents. I hated giving them any 
ammunition to brand me a petulant teen, but my eyes were legitimately in pain 
from the strain it took not to roll them right now. Thousands of civic-minded 
kids ages fourteen to eighteen had applied to be campers at Camp Save the
World, and I, Gregor Maravilla – a thus far admittedly unremarkable fourteen-
year-old from Sunset Park, New York – had been one of the lucky one 
hundred to win a spot. So of course, all anybody wanted to talk about was 
Ashley Woodstone.

“I don’t have a crush on Ashley Woodstone.” 

“Are you sure?” Dad said. “She’s quite the actress. Katrina’s a big fan.” 

In an effort to get in touch with the mysterious dealings inside my little sister’s 
brain, my father had taken up watching TV and movies with her. My dad, as 
creepy as it sounded, was probably an expert on all things Ashley Woodstone. 
Even though there was no way Katrina was a big Ashley Woodstone fan.

“There’s no way Katrina is a big Ashley Woodstone fan,” I said. “I don’t think 
she started liking Ashley Woodstone until she found out that I’d be going to 
the same camp as her.” 

“That is totally not true,” Katrina said. She was sitting to my right, and now she 
elbowed me in the side. “I have always been a huge fan of Ashley 
Woodstone.” 

“Fine,” I said, deflecting her jabs. “Good for you. Can we stop talking about 
Ashley Woodstone now?” 

Katrina pulled out her phone and held it up to my face, she pressed play. 

“Hi there, I’m actress, activist, and altruist Ashley Woodstone,” came the voice 
on the YouTube video. “I just want to congratulate all those who won a spot 
at Camp Save the World. Ever since I heard about Robert Drill’s new idea for 
a camp, I knew I wanted to be a part of it. As you probably already know, when 
I’m not making movies and winning awards for those movies, I’m out there in 
the real world, trying to improve the lives of others.” 

The screen transitioned to images of Ashley Woodstone in destitute locations, 
surrounded by tearstained children.

Adapted from “No Good Deed” by Goldy Moldavsky
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Section C: Text 3
The text below is about the history of bread. Read it carefully and answer Questions 17 
– 22 in the Answer Booklet.

1

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

Bread has a significance beyond mere nutrition in many cultures because of 
its history and contemporary importance. Bread is also significant in 
Christianity as one of the elements (alongside wine) of the Eucharist (Holy 
Communion), and in other religions as well. 

In many cultures, bread is a metaphor for basic necessities and living 
conditions in general. For example, a “bread-winner” is a household's main 
economic contributor and has little to do with actual bread-provision. It 
connotes importance as when we say that some aspect of our work is “our 
bread and butter”. This is also seen in the phrase “putting bread on the table”.
In Russia in 1917, the revolutionists promised “peace, land, and bread”. The
term “breadbasket” means an agriculturally productive region. In some 
cultures, bread and salt is offered as a welcome to guests. In India, life's basic 
necessities are often referred to as “roti, kapra aur makaan” (bread, clothing, 
and house).

Words for bread, including “dough” and “bread” itself, are used in English-
speaking countries as synonyms for money. A remarkable or revolutionary 
innovation may be called the best thing since “sliced bread”. The expression 
“to break bread with someone” means “to share a meal with someone”. The 
English word “lord” comes from the Anglo-Saxon word ‘ ’, meaning 
“bread keeper” reflecting the Germanic tribal custom of a chieftain providing 
food for his followers. 

But what is the history of this iconic staple food?

Wheat has been cultivated by man to make bread since before recorded 
history and has persisted to this day. Anthropologists believe that hungry 
hunter gatherers first stockpiled the grain as a storable food source. When it 
got wet, it sprouted, and people found that if the grain was planted, it yielded 
yet more seeds.

Grown in Mesopotamia and Egypt, wheat was likely first merely chewed. Later 
it was discovered that it could be pulverised and made into a paste. Set over 
a fire, the paste hardened into a flat bread that kept for several days. It did not 
take much of a leap to discover leavened (raised) bread when yeast was 
accidentally introduced to the paste.

In Egypt, around 1000 BC, inquiring minds isolated yeast and were able to 
introduce the culture directly to their breads. Also, a new strain of wheat was 
developed that allowed for refined white bread. This was the first truly modern 
bread. Up to thirty varieties of bread may have been popular in ancient Egypt. 
Bread had been found in tombs of the Pharaohs and the oldest bread, 5,500 
years old, is on display in the British museum.

The Greeks picked up the technology for making bread from the Egyptians; 
from Greece the practice spread over the rest of Europe. Bread and wheat 
were especially important in Rome where it was thought more vital than meat. 
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10

11

12

Soldiers felt angry and would rebel if they were not given their allotment. The 
Roman welfare state was based on the distribution of grain to people living in 
Rome. Later the government even baked the bread. They liked to make lots 
of different breads, experimenting with the shapes and adding fruits, spices 
and honey. They had bakeries in those times too. One kind was for poor 
people who would bring the bread dough they had prepared at home and have 
the baker bake it into a finished loaf. Bakers were very important in Roman 
times, they were the only craftsmen to have freedom in the city and were not 
considered slaves. 

Through much of history, a person's social station could be discerned by the 
colour of bread they consumed. The darker or browner the bread, the lower 
the social station. This was because whiter flours were more expensive to mill 
and harder for millers to adulterate with other products. Today, we have seen 
a reversal of this trend when darker breads are more expensive and highly 
prized for their taste as well as their nutritional value.

In the English Middle Ages, bread was commonly baked in the ovens of the 
lord of the manor for a price. It was one of the few food that sustained the poor 
through the dark ages. When times got hard, because of natural disasters 
such as floods and frosts that destroyed many of the wheat harvests, there 
was no wheat and hence there was no grain and no grain meant no bread 
which lead to starvation and a lot of suffering, especially amongst the poor. 
So, King John I (1166 – 1216) fixed the price and weight of a loaf of bread to 
keep it low and stop corruption. There were heavy fines, and even prison, for 
bakers who sold bread that was underweight. To protect themselves, bakers 
decided that if a customer wanted to buy twelve loaves of bread, the baker 
would give them an extra loaf just in case, making it thirteen loaves that the 
customer took away. This is why a Baker's Dozen is thirteen and not twelve.

Bread continued to be important through history as seen from the bread riots 
during the French Revolution. The famous quotation attributed to Marie 
Antoinette that if the poor could not get bread for their table then “let them eat 
cake”, became a famous illustration of how royalty had become ignorant of 
the plight of the lower classes. Actually, Marie Antoinette never said this and 
was merely being slandered by her enemies.

Still thought of as the “staff of life”, for centuries bread has been used in 
religious ceremonies. Even the lord's prayer requests of God to “Give us this 
day our daily bread” – meaning not merely loaves, but moral sustenance.

Adapted from http://www.breadinfo.com/history.shtml 

---------- End of Insert ----------
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Section A [5 marks]
Refer to the poster (Text 1) on page 2 of the Insert for Questions 1 – 4.

1 What does the phrase in the poster ‘Why pay for nothing?’ intend to 
invoke in the reader?  

……………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………… [1] 

2

  

Who might be the main target audience of this poster?

……………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………… [1] 

3 What does the poster want the reader to do?

……………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………… [1]

4 Identify TWO features in the poster that effectively evoke sympathy in the 
reader for the scam victims in the poster. 

……………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………… [2] 
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Section B [20 marks]

Refer to Text 2 from pages 3 – 4 of the Insert for Questions 5 – 16.  

5 

(i)

(ii) 

‘I was sitting in my family’s Honda Odyssey, heading towards my destiny, 
but the GPS kept rerouting. Maybe I should have taken it as an omen. 
Was a higher power trying to tell me something?’ (lines 1 – 3)

Why was the writer treating the rerouting GPS as an ‘omen’?

……………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………

What does the extract above suggest about the feelings of the writer
towards the camp? 

……………………………………………………………………………………

[2] 

[1]

6 The writer makes reference to a ‘higher power in this minivan’ (line 6).
Who was the writer referring to? 

…………………………………………………………………………………... [1] 

7 ‘Even as I said it I knew it sounded melodramatic, but I really did believe 
that.’ (line 12)

What was it that the writer believed?

……………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………… [1] 

8

(i)

(ii)

Given the description of Robert Drill in Paragraph 4, identify two aspects 
of Robert Drill’s character.  

……………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………

[1]

[1] 
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9 In Paragraph 5, Camp Save the World is described as ‘a camp
programme for teenagers who wanted to utilise their strengths and talents 
to make a lasting impression in the world’ (lines 22 – 24). In your own 
words, explain the purpose of Camp Save the World.

……………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………… [1] 

10 Given the name of the camp, ‘Camp Save the World’, why would the 
writer’s mother assume that the campers were ‘all going to sit around and 
make protest signs’ (lines 25 – 26)? 

……………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………… [1] 

11 From Paragraph 10, identify a two-word phrase that corresponds to the 
meanings given in the box below.

Meaning Phrase from text

(i) secretly looking

(ii) trying to look at in detail
[2] 

12 What does the phrase ‘eyes volleyed from the map to the view outside his 
window” (line 37) suggest about the writer’s father’s sense of direction? 

……………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………
[1]

13 What did the writer mean when he described himself as ‘admittedly 
unremarkable’ (line 50)?

……………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………… [1]
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14

(i)

(ii)

‘In an effort to get in touch with the mysterious dealings inside my little 
sister’s brain, my father had taken up watching TV and movies with her’ 
(lines 56 – 57). 

What were these ‘mysterious dealings’ that the writer’s father wanted to 
‘get in touch with’? 

……………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………

Explain how ‘watching TV and movies’ would have helped the writer’s 
father to achieve the above intent. 

……………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………

[1] 

[1]

15 What do Paragraphs 21 and 22, suggest about actress Ashley 
Woodstone’s motivations to participate in Camp Save the World? 

……………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………… [1] 
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16 The text reflects the situation in the car. Complete the flow chart by choosing 
a word or phrase from the box that best summarises the situation described 
in each part of the text listed below. 

There are some extra choices in the box that you do not need to use. One has 
been completed for you as an example.

The story’s situation. 

apprehension indignation
confusion acceptance

looking for directions self-reflection

Flow chart: 

[4]

Paragraphs 1: Feelings of foreboding.  

Paragraphs 3 – 5: (ii) ________________________

Paragraphs 10 – 11:   (iii) ________________________

Paragraphs 12 – 15: (iv) _______________________

Paragraphs 2, 6 and 8: (i) ______________________
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Section C [25 marks]

Refer to Text 3 on pages 5 – 6 of the Insert for Questions 17 – 22. 

17 ‘Bread has a significance beyond mere nutrition’ (line 1). Why is bread 
considered important beyond just its food value? 

……………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………… [1]

18 From Paragraph 2, explain in your own words, the meaning of these two 
phrases. 

Phrase Meaning

bread and butter

putting bread on the table
[2] 

19 Here is part of a conversation between two friends, Susie and Calvin, who 
have read the article.

(i) Explain, in your own words, why Susie would think that way with reference 
to Paragraph 5.

……………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………… [1]

Susie Calvin

I think bread is one of the few 
things that has remained constant 
in human history. 

No, I do not think so. I think 
that the base may be the 
same but bread has 
changed and evolved 
through the ages.

www.KiasuExamPaper.com

Mindworks Tuition

Need Home Tuition? Visit Mindworkstuition.com now or call 85000358 for assistance :) 
305



8 

1128/1E/EOY/17

(ii) Suggest one piece of evidence each from Paragraphs 7 and 8 which 
Calvin can use to support his stand.

……………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………… [2] 

20

(i)

(ii)

From Paragraph 9,

In historical times, the colour of the bread you ate showed your social 
standing. In the table below, describe what kind of social status you were 
if you ate the different types of coloured bread.

Type of bread you ate Your social status

white bread

dark or brown bread

‘Today, we have seen a reversal of this trend when darker breads are 
more expensive and highly prized for their taste as well as their nutritional 
value.’ (lines 54 – 56)

What does the writer mean by using the word ‘prized’? 

……………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………

[2] 

[1]

21 ‘Actually, Marie Antoinette never said this and was merely being 
slandered by her enemies’ (lines 73 – 74).

Why was what Marie Antoinette said considered slanderous? 

……………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………… [1]
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22 Using your own words as far as possible, summarise the history and 
importance of bread.

Use only material from Paragraphs 5 to 12 of Text 3. 

Your summary must be in continuous writing (not in note form). It must 
not be longer than 80 words, not counting the given words to help you 
begin. 

Ancient cultures used to store wheat as grain …………………………. 

….……………………………………………………………………………..… 

…………………………………………………………………………………... 

……………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………... 

……………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………... 

……………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………... 

……………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………... 

……………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………... 

……………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………... 

……………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………... 

……………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………... 

……………………………………………………………………………………
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……………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………... 

…………………………………………………………… No. of words: [15]

---------- End of Paper ----------
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Section A [10 marks]

Carefully read the text below, consisting of 12 lines, about the origins of Earl Grey 
tea. The first and last lines are correct. For eight of the lines, there is one 
grammatical error in each line. There are two more lines with no errors.

If there is NO error in a line, put a tick ( ) in the space provided.

If the line is incorrect, circle the incorrect word and write the correct word in the 
space provided. The correct word you provide must not change the original meaning
of the sentence.

Example: 
I arrived to my destination at 2 p.m. …..……at……. 

My mother always wears sensible clothes. …..…… …….

While Earl Grey tea was popularised by the English, it was not an

English invention. Scented and flavoured teas are unique

Chinese. Early Chinese tea masters constantly experiment  

with ways to make their teas most exotic to capture the attention 

of the reign emperors. From fragrant jasmine flowers and wild 

rosebuds to bitter oranges, Chinese tea masters infused all kinds 

of fragrance and flavours into their teas during processing to 

creates distinctive and highly drinkable beverages. One history of 

the origins of Earl Grey explain that a Chinese tea master 

blended the first Earl Grey tea as a gift for Charles Grey, 2nd Earl 

of Grey and Prime Minister for the United Kingdom from 1830 to 

1834. Earl Grey tea was then copied by English tea blenders.

1    uniquely (word from)

2    experimented (tense)

3    more (comparative)

4    reigning (present tense)

5 (no error)

6    fragrances (plural)

7    create (to-infinitive)

8 explains (SVA)

9 (no error)

10 of (preposition)

Adapted from https://www.teatulia.com/tea-varieties/what-is-earl-grey-tea.htm.

---------- End of Answer Scheme ----------
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Section A [5 marks]
Refer to the poster (Text 1) on page 2 of the Insert for Questions 1 – 4.

1 What does the phrase in the poster ‘Why pay for nothing?’ intend to 
invoke in the reader?  

The phrase wants the reader to ponder/ think/ question as to 
whether they would pay money for nothing. [1] 

2

  

Who might be the main target audience of this poster?

People who shop online. [1] 

3 What does the poster want the reader to do?

The poster wants the reader to be cautious when buying things 
online. [1]

4 Identify TWO features in the poster that effectively evoke sympathy in the 
reader for the scam victims in the poster. 

The picture of the puzzled/ perplexed/ confused look [1] on the 
father’s face and the sad face of the son with the empty box [1]. [2] 
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Section B [20 marks]

Refer to Text 2 from pages 3 – 4 of the Insert for Questions 5 – 16.  

5 

(i)

(ii) 

‘I was sitting in my family’s Honda Odyssey, heading towards my destiny, 
but the GPS kept rerouting. Maybe I should have taken it as an omen. 
Was a higher power trying to tell me something?’ (lines 1 – 3)

Why was the writer treating the rerouting GPS as an ‘omen’?

The writer took the rerouting of the GPS as a (ominous) sign [1] that 
he should not go [1] to the camp.

What does the extract above suggest about the feelings of the writer
towards the camp? 

He was still undecided/ unsure as to whether he should go to the 
camp.

[2] 

[1]

6 The writer makes reference to a ‘higher power in this minivan’ (line 6).
Who was the writer referring to? 

The writer was referring to his mother. [1] 

7 ‘Even as I said it I knew it sounded melodramatic, but I really did believe 
that.’ (line 12)

What was it that the writer believed?

The writer believed that going to the camp was the most important 
event in his life. [1] 

8

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

Given the description of Robert Drill in Paragraph 4, identify two aspects 
of Robert Drill’s character.  

He is very charitable as he donated about 90% of his fortune.

He is very driven/ motivated to make the world a better place.

He was helpful and kind in wanting to make the world a better place.

(Accept any answer that gives a credible personality trait and the 
supporting evidence. Any 2 of the 3 answers for 2 marks.)

[1]

[1] 

[1]
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9 In Paragraph 5, Camp Save the World is described as ‘a camp
programme for teenagers who wanted to utilise their strengths and talents
to make a lasting impression in the world’ (lines 22 – 24). In your own 
words, explain the purpose of Camp Save the World.

The purpose of Camp Save the World is to help teenagers have an 
opportunity to use their abilities to improve the world. [1] 

10 Given the name of the camp, ‘Camp Save the World’, why would the 
writer’s mother assume that the campers were ‘all going to sit around and 
make protest signs’ (lines 25 – 26)? 

The writer’s mother believes that in order to ‘save the world’, one
must be an activist (and protest on behalf of the world). [1] 

11 From Paragraph 10, identify a two-word phrase that corresponds to the 
meanings given in the box below

Meaning Phrase from text

(i) secretly looking sneaking glances

(ii) trying to look at in detail squinting at
[2] 

12 What does the phrase ‘eyes volleyed from the map to the view outside his 
window” (line 37) suggest about the writer’s father’s sense of direction?

It suggests that the writer’s father was unsure as to the direction 
they were going. [1]

13 What did the writer mean when he described himself as ‘admittedly 
unremarkable’ (line 50)?

The writer meant that he was nobody special [to win the prize to go 
to the camp]. [1]
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14

(i)

(ii)

‘In an effort to get in touch with the mysterious dealings inside my little 
sister’s brain, my father had taken up watching TV and movies with her’ 
(lines 56 – 57). 

What were these ‘mysterious dealings’ that the writer’s father wanted to 
‘get in touch with’? 

The writer’s father wanted to learn/ know what went on in his 
daughter’s mind/ what his daughter was thinking.  

Explain how ‘watching TV and movies’ would have helped the writer’s 
father to achieve the above intent. 

By engaging in the same activity as his daughter, the writer’s father 
hoped to understand what his daughter was thinking.

[1] 

[1]

15 What do Paragraphs 21 and 22 suggest about actress Ashley 
Woodstone’s motivations to participate in Camp Save the World? 

She is a humanitarian and is motivated to improve the lives of 
disadvantaged people.

OR

She may be doing it to garner/ gain more popularity. [1] 
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16 The text reflects the situation in the car. Complete the flow chart by choosing 
a word or phrase from the box that best summarises the situation described 
in each part of the text listed below. 

There are some extra choices in the box that you do not need to use. One has 
been completed for you as an example.

The story’s situation. 

apprehension indignation
confusion acceptance

looking for directions self-reflection

Flow chart: 

[4]

Paragraph 10 – 11: (iii) looking for directions (Father - map, Mother and writer had GPS)

Paragraphs 12 – 15:   (iv) indignation (writer was annoyed at the suggestion that he was 
going to came because of Asley Woodstone)

Paragraphs 1: Feelings of foreboding.  

Paragraphs 3 – 5: (ii) self-reflection (writer is thinking about his motivations)

Paragraphs 2, 6 and 8: (i) confusion (mother keeps asking questions)
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Section C [25 marks]

Refer to Text 3 on pages 5 – 6 of the Insert for Questions 17 – 22. 

17 ‘Bread has a significance beyond mere nutrition’ (line 1). Why is bread 
considered important beyond just its food value? 

Other than being a food, bread plays a role in many religions.
OR
Bread is an important symbol in many religions. [1]

18 From Paragraph 2, explain in your own words, the meaning of these two 
phrases. 

Phrase Meaning

bread and butter A person's livelihood or main source of 
income.

putting bread on the table To provide enough food for your family 
or loved ones to live.

[2] 

19 Here is part of a conversation between two friends, Susie and Calvin, who 
have read the article.

(i) Explain, in your own words, why Susie would think that way with reference 
to Paragraph 5.

Bread has been a staple food since before recorded history / ancient
times and has remained so up to today. [1] 

Susie Calvin

I think bread is one of the few 
things that has remained constant 
in human history.

No, I do not think so. I think 
that the base may be the 
same but bread has 
changed and evolved 
through the ages.
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(ii) Suggest one piece of evidence each from Paragraphs 7 and 8 which 
Calvin can use to support his stand.

There were up to thirty different types of bread popular in ancient 
Egypt [1 – Para 7] and the Romans liked to make different breads by 
adding fruits, spices and honey [1 – Para 8]. [2] 

20

(i)

(ii)

From Paragraph 9,

In historical times, the colour of the bread you ate showed your social 
standing. In the table below, describe what kind of social status you were 
if you ate the different types of coloured bread.

Type of bread you ate Your social status

white bread It meant that you were well-of/ rich/ upper 
class and could afford white bread

dark or brown bread
It meant that you were poor/ lower class 
and could not afford white bread but the 
poorer quality brown or dark bread.

‘Today, we have seen a reversal of this trend when darker breads are 
more expensive and highly prized for their taste as well as their nutritional 
value.’ (lines 54 – 56)

What does the writer mean by using the word ‘prized’? 

That bread is now valued/ appreciated/ widely accepted for both 
taste and nutritional properties.

[2] 

[1]

21 ‘Actually, Marie Antoinette never said this and was merely being 
slandered by her enemies’ (lines 73 – 74).

Why was what Marie Antoinette said considered slanderous? 

It was considered slanderous because it was a lie used to discredit 
her/ put her in a bad light. [1]
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22 Using your own words as far as possible, summarise the history and 
importance of bread.

Use only material from Paragraphs 5 to 11 of Text 3. 

Your summary must be in continuous writing (not in note form). It must 
not be longer than 80 words, not counting the given words to help you 
begin. 

Ancient cultures used to store wheat as grain

and later turned it into bread. The Egyptians added yeast to create raised 
bread and used a special wheat to create white bread. The Greeks and 
Romans learnt bread-making from the Egyptian. The Romans liked to mix 
other ingredients into their bread. Historically, the type of coloured bread 
you ate showed your socioeconomic class. In England, King John set the 
price and weight of bread to prevent cheating. Bread plays an important 
part of daily life and the lack of it can cause riots.                    [84 words]

Para Text No. Points
5 Wheat has been cultivated by man to make bread since before 

recorded history and has persisted to this day. Anthropologists 
believe that hungry hunter gatherers first stockpiled the grain 
as a storable food source. When it got wet, it sprouted, and 
people found that if the grain was planted, it yielded yet more 
seeds.

1 Ancient cultures used 
to store wheat as grain

as a food source [1].

6 Grown in Mesopotamia and Egypt, wheat was likely first 
merely chewed. Later it was discovered that it could be 
pulverised and made into a paste. Set over a fire, the paste 
hardened into a flat bread that kept for several days. It did not 
take much of a leap to discover leavened (raised) bread when 
yeast was accidentally introduced to the paste.

2 & 3 The grain was first 
chewed but later 
turned into bread [1].

The Egyptians added 
yeast to create raised 
bread [1],

7 In Egypt, around 1000 BC, inquiring minds isolated yeast and 
were able to introduce the culture directly to their breads. Also, 
a new strain of wheat was developed that allowed for refined 
white bread. This was the first truly modern bread. Up to thirty 
varieties of bread may have been popular in ancient Egypt. 
Bread had been found in tombs of the Pharaohs and the oldest 
bread, 5,500 years old, is on display in the British museum.

4 they also used a 
special wheat to create 
white bread [1].

8 The Greeks picked up the technology for making bread from 
the Egyptians; from Greece the practice spread over the rest 
of Europe. Bread and wheat were especially important in 
Rome where it was thought more vital than meat. Soldiers felt 
angry and would rebel if they were not given their allotment. 
The Roman welfare state was based on the distribution of 
grain to people living in Rome. Later the government even 
baked the bread. They liked to make lots of different breads, 
experimenting with the shapes and adding fruits, spices and 
honey. They had bakeries in those times too. One kind was for 
poor people who would bring the bread dough they had 
prepared at home and have the baker bake it into a finished 
loaf. Bakers were very important in Roman times, they were 

5

6 & 7

The Greeks learnt 
bread-making from the 
Egyptians, followed by 
the Romans [1]. 

The Romans 
distributed bread to the 
people as welfare [1], 
they also liked mixing 
other ingredients into 
their bread [1]. 
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the only craftsmen to have freedom in the city and were not 
considered slaves. 
.

9 Through much of history, a person's social station could be 
discerned by the colour of bread they consumed. The darker 
or browner the bread, the lower the social station. This was 
because whiter flours were more expensive to mill and harder 
for millers to adulterate with other products. Today, we have 
seen a reversal of this trend when darker breads are more 
expensive and highly prized for their taste as well as their 
nutritional value.

8 In historical times, the 
type of bread you ate 
showed/ determined 
your socioeconomic 
class [1].

10 In the English Middle Ages, bread was commonly baked in the 
ovens of the lord of the manor for a price. It was one of the few 
food that sustained the poor through the dark ages. When 
times got hard, because of natural disasters such as floods 
and frosts that destroyed many of the wheat harvests, there 
was no wheat and hence there was no grain and no grain 
meant no bread which lead to starvation and a lot of suffering, 
especially amongst the poor. So, King John I (1166 – 1216) 
fixed the price and weight of a loaf of bread to keep it low and 
stop corruption. There were heavy fines, and even prison, for 
bakers who sold bread that was underweight. To protect 
themselves, bakers decided that if a customer wanted to buy 
twelve loaves of bread, the baker would give them an extra 
loaf just in case, making it thirteen loaves that the customer 
took away. This is why a Baker's Dozen is thirteen and not 
twelve.

9 & 10 In the English Middle 
Ages, bread was 
baked by lords for a fee 
[1].

King John set the price 
and weight of bread to 
prevent cheating [1]. 

11 Bread continued to be important through history as seen from 
the bread riots during the French Revolution. The famous
quotation attributed to Marie Antoinette that if the poor could 
not get bread for their table then “let them eat cake”, became 
a famous illustration of how royalty had become ignorant of the 
plight of the lower classes. Actually, Marie Antoinette never 
said this and was merely being slandered by her enemies.

11 Bread plays an 
important part of daily 
life and the lack of it 
can cause riots [1].

---------- End of Answer Scheme ----------
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Section B [30 marks]

You are advised to write between 200 and 300 words for this section.

You should look at the printout of a flyer on page 3 carefully and plan your answer before 
beginning to write.

Your friend, Megan, who is living in Malaysia, is coming to visit you for a weekend during the 
December holidays. She hopes that you can recommend a day trip to places of interest in 
Singapore where a lot of learning and exploration can take place. Write a letter to Megan to 
propose your plan for a day trip. 

In the letter, you should include the following: 

two places of interest from the flyer and why she would enjoy visiting 
what she can learn from visiting these two places
how you would plan this day out for her 

Write your letter in clear, accurate English and in a welcoming and enthusiastic tone, to
encourage Megan to look forward to the visit.  

You may add any other details that might be of interest. 

You should use your own words as much as possible.
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Scientific formulae and concepts are 
brought to life through interactive 
activities for children of all ages. 

Butterflies Up-Close
Ever wondered how butterflies…

Behave with the surroundings
and survive each stage of its life 
cycle to reach adulthood? 

Defending Science
Check out the mysterious world of 
defence scientist and engineers.
Discover how science changes 
the rules of the game on the battle 
field. 

A wonderful plant collection – this place is 
certainly a nature lover’s paradise. 

Palm Valley and the Shaw Symphony 
Stage

Watch performances by the 
Singapore Symphony Orchestra 

Evolution Garden
Trace the development of plants 
from ferns to flowers 
Find black swans, ducks and other 
water foal at the Ecolake.

“The human mind once stretched by new ideas never goes 
back to its original dimensions.”

Houses one of the world’s largest 
collections of freshwater fauna and 
6000 animals.

Amazon River
Soak yourself in the sights and
sounds of wildlife species that 
hail from one of the most 
diverse rainforest habitats of 
the world in this boat 
adventure.
Enjoy nature’s tranquillity with 
scenic photo opportunities 
along the way!

River Trail (Guided) 
Explore different types of flora 
and fauna that coexist with 
animals.  
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Section C [30 marks]

Begin your answer on a fresh page.

You are advised to write between 350 and 400 words on one of the following topics.

At the head of your composition, write the number of the topic you have chosen.

1. “We don’t grow when things are easy; we grow when we face challenges.” What are some 
challenges you face as a student? 

2. What are some things you like about your country? 

3. What are some things you do to cheer yourself up when you are sad?

4. “It’s not how good you are, it’s how good you want to be.” What are some goals you aim 
to achieve in your lifetime? 
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Name: _________________________ ( ) Class: ______

Section A [10 marks]

Carefully read the text below, consisting of 12 lines, about sleeping with your contact lens. The first 
and last lines are correct. For the remaining ten lines, there are 8 grammatical errors. For the 
sentences you think are correct, please indicate a tick.

Circle the incorrect word and write the correct word in the space provided.

The correct word you provide must not change the original meaning of the sentence.

Examples:

I arrived to my destination at 2 pm. __at______

All members of the convoy reach the destination on time. ____

How bad is it to sleep with your contact lens still on? We have all done it out of sheer 

exhaustion, forgetfulness or necessity and is sleeping with your contact lenses on really 

that bad? Many eye care professionals felt strongly that overnight wear is too risky, and 

that includes South Florida Ophthalmologist Inna Ozerov. “As an cornea specialist, 

some of the worst corneal infections I have treated were directly relating to poor contact 

lens hygiene habits.” She says that even though there are contact lens brands that are 

FDA-approved for overnight use, she always warns her patients against potential 

dangers. “A central corneal ulcer can progresses fairly quickly over 24 hours and can 

have devastating consequences of a person’s vision,” she says. Ozerov says that 

contact lens users need to remember that a contact lens was a medical device, and 

require proper care. “I also remind my contact lens wearers they should always have a 

pair of glasses to fall back on.”

1.__________

2.__________

3.__________

4.__________

5.__________

6.__________

7.__________

8.__________

9.__________

10._________

Adapted from https://www.rd.com/health/wellness/sleeping-with-contact-lenses/

Mindworks Tuition

Need Home Tuition? Visit Mindworkstuition.com now or call 85000358 for assistance :) 
325



6

 

 

 

BLANK PAGE

Mindworks Tuition

Need Home Tuition? Visit Mindworkstuition.com now or call 85000358 for assistance :) 
326



Name: _________________________________ ( ) Class: ___________

SECONDARY ONE EXPRESS Friday 29 September 2017
1128/02 1050-1240h
INSERT 1h 50min

READ THESE INSTRUCTIONS FIRST

This Insert contains Text 1, Text 2 and Text 3

Name of Setter: Mrs Noella Chua 

This document consists of 6 printed pages including the cover page
[Turn over

COMMONWEALTH SECONDARY SCHOOL

END OF YEAR EXAMINATION 2017

ENGLISH LANGUAGE

Paper 2
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Section A
Text 1
Study the advertisement below and answer Questions 1-4 in the Question Booklet.

Do you know that the more often kids have meals with their families, the less likely 
they are to smoke, drink, or use drugs? They are also more likely to do better in 
school.  
 
Eating together as a family nurtures strong bonds and cohesiveness. No matter 
how busy you are, make time for regular family meals. Start today. 
 
Visit www.nationalfamilyweek.com.sg 

When was the last 
time you ate with 

your family?
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Section B
Text 2
The text below is describes a friendship between two sisters and Aunt Livia. Read it carefully and 
answer Questions 5-19 in the Question Booklet.

1 It was eleven o'clock and the low-roofed cafe was slowly emptying. There would be no work 
until two-o-clock, so Livia intended to sit at where she was until then. She was feeling 
embarrassed for occupying it for a prolonged time and yet not having any food at the table.
While she was getting some food at the counter, two small girls came in. One sat at a table 
but the elder stood at the counter. When Livia returned to her place she found the younger girl 
sitting there. She was hesitant and unsure of whether she was intruding, but nevertheless sat 
down to drink tea. 

5

2 Engaging in frivolous banter, they were utterly oblivious of Livia, who slowly felt their 
secretive, childish animation creep into her. She glanced at them from time to time, feeling as 
if she should not be there, though when she looked at them she did so in a gentle way, with 
kind, full-smiling eyes. They reminded Livia so much of her own daughters. "If you've got any 
money I'd like a cake, Alma." "I haven't got any more money," the elder one replied 
impatiently. "Yes you have, and I'd like a cake." She was adamant, almost aggressive. "Then
you'll have to want on, because I've only got a dollar!" Livia heard someone crying and saw 
the younger girl with hands to her eyes, weeping. 

10

15

3 “What’s the matter?” Livia asked tenderly, leaning across the table. The elder girl replied 
sternly, “Nothing. She’s acting daft.” “But she might be crying for some reason. What is it?”
Livia persisted. “I’ll get you something to eat,” she ventured. “Can I?” The elder girl scrutinised 
her from top to toe and said, “We don’t want anything. We’re going now.” Livia pleaded with 
them not to leave. “You just sit down and see what I’m going to get for you.” Livia stood up, 
walked to the counter and came back with a plate of pastries and two cups of tea, which she
set before the girls. The girls grabbed the food and snarfed it down. 

20

4 Livia said nothing for a few minutes, sitting with knuckles pressed to her lips. “Well, I come in
here every day for my lunch, just about half past twelve, and if ever you’re feeling hungry, 
come down and see me.” They agreed to this, accepted sixty cents for their bus fares home, 
thanked her profusely and bade her goodbye.

25

5 During the following weeks they came to see her almost every day. Sometimes, when she
had little money, she filled her empty stomach with a cup of tea while Alma and Joan satisfied 
themselves on five dollars’ worth of sumptuous meals. But Livia gained immense satisfaction 
from seeing them bending hungrily over their food, and she was so smoothed at last into a 
fine feeling of having something to live for that she hardly remembered the lonely days after 
her daughters left her. She indulged in the girls to the extent that huge debts accumulated at 
her lodgings and she had to resort to wear the same dirty coat every day. Every day, straight 
out of school, Alma and Joan ran to catch a bus and a few minutes later, smiling and out of 
breath, walked into the café where Livia was waiting. 

30

35

Mindworks Tuition

Need Home Tuition? Visit Mindworkstuition.com now or call 85000358 for assistance :) 
329



4

6 As weeks passed, Alma noticed how much Livia longed for their company and how obviously 
miserable she was when they did not turn up. She began to demand more and more 
presents, more food, more money, but only in a particularly naïve and childish way, so that 
Livia, who was contented with their company, did not notice. But certain customers of the cafe 
who came in every day could not help but see how the girls asked her to buy them this and 
that, and how she always gave in with a nature too good to be true. Livia would never dream 
to question their demands, for to her, these two girls whom she looked upon almost as her
own daughters were the only people she had to love.

40

7 Livia, about to begin eating, noticed two smartly dressed men sitting at a table a few meters
away. They had sat in the same place the past few days. Joan and Alma came in and walked 
quickly across her table. They took five dollars from her and went to the counter. The two 
well-dressed men who had been watching Livia for the last few days stood up and strode over 
to her.

45

8 “Are those girls your daughters, or any relation to you?” the first man asked. “We’re from the 
police station,” the man remarked dryly, “and we’ve had complaints that you’re giving these 
little girls money and leading them the wrong way!” Livia wanted to laugh. “I tell you they’re 
friends of mine. I mean no harm. They’re the only company I’ve got!”

50

9 “Now look here, we don’t want any more trouble from you, but if we ever see you near those
girls again, you’ll find yourself up before a court.” Her efforts to defend herself came to naught 
as the words simply refused to come to her lips. They quivered helplessly with shame and 
hatred, and so were incapable of making words. “We’re asking you in a peaceful manner,” the 
policeman went on, “to leave them alone. Understand?” 

55

10 A reluctant ‘yes’ escaped Livia’s mouth. 

Adapted from Uncle Ernest by Alan Sillitoe
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Section C

Text 3
The text below describes the worst accident to happen on Mount Everest and highlights the 
challenges Sherpas face. Read the text carefully and answer Questions 20 to 26 in the Question 
Booklet.

1 An avalanche on Mount Everest early on Friday has killed at least 12 Sherpas and left 
several others injured in what is likely to be the most lethal accident in recent history on the 
world's highest peak. As many as four climbers are still thought to be missing. Sherpa 
guides are local people who are highly skilled and experienced climbers. Without Sherpas, 
most climbers would not be able to get up the mountain. British mountaineer Kenton Cool, 
who has climbed Everest 11 times describes the Sherpas as “the backbone of any 
expedition”. 

5

2 As soon as the avalanche unleashed its fury, rescuers and climbers rushed to help. 
Reports suggest a massive avalanche on the 29,000ft (8,848m) mountain caught a work 
party of local Sherpas off-guard, as they prepared the classic South Col route for fee-
paying western climbers.

10

3 Sherpa guides had gone early in the morning to fix the ropes which will guide and 
safeguard hundreds of climbers, when the avalanche hit them. It has always been a 
dangerous job that requires one to risk their life. Reports said the accident had occurred
between base camp and Camp 1 due to the chaotic and extremely dangerous ice fall. 15

4 Tourism ministry spokesman Mohan Krishna Sapkota said the climbers were all Nepalese 
and were preparing the route to the summit ahead of the summer climbing season which 
kicks off later this month. "The Sherpa guides were carrying up equipment and other 
necessities for climbers, when the disaster happened," Sapkota said. Base camp is 
currently crowded as peak climbing season on Everest approaches. 20

5 In recent years there has been growing controversy over the low wage of the Sherpas.
Although climbers pay up to $50,000 (£30,000) per expedition, very little of that trickles 
down to the hardworking guides. Furthermore, they often have to risk their lives to string 
the ropes that expedition clients use to climb the mountains. The working conditions on the 
mountains is also not the most ideal. Sherpas often have to face avalanches, altitude 
sickness, lack of oxygen and brutal cold. 

25

6 Eight people died on Everest last year, including one of the best-known and experienced 
local Sherpa guides who was killed in the ice fall. The accident will once again raise fears 
that the mountain is too crowded. Nepalese authorities have introduced a series of 
measures to reduce the number of climbers on the peak. Last year more than 500 climbers 
reached the summit of Everest. On 19 May around 150 climbed the last 915m to the peak 
within hours of each other, causing lengthy delays as mountaineers queued to descend or 
ascend harder sections.

30
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7 Officials have cut mountaineering fees for many other peaks while requiring each climber 
scaling Everest to bring back 8kg (17.6lbs) of rubbish in an attempt to clean up the "roof of 
the world". The government also announced that it would raise the minimum insurance 
coverage amounts of policies that cover mountain guides, porters, liaison officers, search 
and rescue officials and works at mountain base camps. According to the new policy, a 
mountain guide’s accident and compensation insurance would double from $5100 to 
$10,300.  Last year officials floated the idea of installing a ladder on the famous Hillary 
Step, a crucial stretch of technical climbing at nearly 8,840m (29,000ft) on Everest, named 
after its first climber, Sir Edmund Hillary – much to the displeasure of purist climbers.

35

40

8 Ang Tsering Sherpa, the president of Nepal’s Mountaineering Association, would be 
placing barriers such as those used in European ski resorts to safeguard Sherpas and 
holidaymakers, high on Everest to help prevent avalanches like that. The government 
would also lease entire smaller peaks to private companies to reduce crowding on the 
world highest mountain.

45

9 “Since we cannot completely rule out the chances of avalanche, at least we adopt some 
precautionary measures to reduce casualties. Some possibilities might be learning from 
how mountains are managed in developed countries where they adopt measures to avoid 
avalanches by putting some kind of wood or concrete so it helps make it safe.” Tsering 
said.

50

10 Mountaineering is a major revenue-earner for the impoverished Himalayan nation but these 
accidents are threatening the future of the country’s climbing and trekking industry. 

Adapted from https://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/apr/18/mount-everest-avalanche-
climbers-dead
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Section A [5 marks]

Refer to the advertisement (Text 1) on page 2 of the Insert for Questions 1 – 4.

1 Who is the target audience of the advertisement? [1]

2 Identify the sentence which sums up the main message of this advertisement. [1]

3 Look at the picture in the poster. How does the photo convey the purpose of 
the advertisement? 

[2]

4 How would the kids benefit from regular family meals? [1]
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Section B [20 marks]

Refer to Text 2 on pages 3 – 4 of the Insert for Questions 5 – 19.

5 What does ‘it’ in line 3 refer to?  [1]

6 From Paragraph 1, why did Aunt Livia go to the counter for tea and cakes? 
Answer in your own words.

[2]

7 Quote a phrase from Paragraph 2 that suggests that the girls were not aware 
of Aunt Livia’s presence. 

[1]

8 Aunt Livia was fascinated by the interaction between the girls.  
Support this statement with 2 pieces of evidences from Paragraph 2. 

[2]

9 Quote a word from Paragraph 2 which suggests that the younger sister was 
insistent about having cake. 

[1]

10 From Paragraph 2, “Livia heard someone crying and saw the younger girl with 
hands to her eyes, weeping.” (lines 14-15)

Why do you think the younger girl was crying?                                                    [1]

11 From Paragraph 3, “The elder girl scrutinised her from top to toe and said, “We 
don’t want anything. We’re going now.” (lines 18-19). 

What does the elder girl’s reaction suggest about how she felt towards Aunt 
Livia?

[1]

Mindworks Tuition

Need Home Tuition? Visit Mindworkstuition.com now or call 85000358 for assistance :) 
335



4

12 From Paragraph 3, “The girls grabbed the food and snarfed it down.” (line 22) 
What does the underlined phrase suggest about the girls? 

[1]

13 Give two pieces of evidence from Paragraph 5 to suggest that Livia valued her
friendship with the two girls so much that she neglected herself. 

[2]

14 From Paragraph 5, “Every day, straight out of school, Alma and Joan ran to catch 
the bus and a few minutes later, smiling and out of breath, walked into the café 
where Livia was waiting.” (lines 33-35)

Suggest a reason why the girls would be smiling. [1]

15 Why would Livia feel “miserable” (line 37) when the girls did not come in for a 
day? 

[1]

16 From Paragraph 6, why was Livia unable to notice that Alma was making 
demands on her for presents, food and money? Answer in your own words.

[2]

17 From Paragraph 6, “But certain customers of the cafe who came in every day 
could not help but see how the girls asked her to buy them this and that, and how 
she always gave in with a nature too good to be true.” (lines 39-41) 

What does the underlined phrase suggest about what the customers thought of 
Aunt Livia?  

[1]

18 From Paragraph 9 “They quivered helplessly with shame and hatred, and so were 
incapable of making words.” (lines 55-56) 

Quote a phrase in the given sentence which suggest 

(i) trembled uncontrollably: …………………………………………. [1]

(ii) unable to speak: ………………………………………………….. [1]

19 From Paragraph 10, what did Aunt Livia say yes to? [1]
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Section C [25 marks]

Refer to Text 3 on pages 5 – 6 of the Insert for Questions 20 – 26.

20 From Paragraph 1, why do you think this accident considered “the most lethal” 
(line 2) in the history of climbing on Mount Everest? 

[2]

21 From Paragraph 1, Kenton Cool describes the Sherpas as “the backbone of any 
expedition.” (line 6-7)
i. What does the underlined word suggest about the Sherpas? [1]

ii. Give one evidence from Paragraph 1 that conveys the same idea. [1]

22 What does the phrase “unleashed its fury” (line 8) suggest about the destruction 
caused by the avalanche? 

[1]

23 Quote an expression from Paragraph 2 that suggests that the massive 
avalanche was unforeseen. 

[1]

24 Here is a part of a conversation between two friends, Luke and Mathilda who 
have read the text.

                                                           
Luke                                                                                 

Mathilda 
i. Other than preparing the route for the climbers, give an example from 

Paragraph 4 to support Luke’s view.
[1]

ii. With reference to Paragraph 3, how else would Mathilda explain her 
position?

[1]

 

There is just so many 
things for a Sherpa 
guide to do! 

Yes, if I had a choice, I would not 
want to work as a Sherpa guide. 

Mindworks Tuition

Need Home Tuition? Visit Mindworkstuition.com now or call 85000358 for assistance :) 
337



6

25 From Paragraph 9, why does Tsering suggest adopting some precautionary 
measures? Answer in your own words.

[2]

26 Using your own words as far as possible, summarise the challenges that 
Sherpa guides face and the measures made to improve the situation. 

Use only the material from paragraphs 5, 7- 8 of Text 3.

Your summary must be in continuous writing (not note form). It must not be longer 
than 80 words, not counting the words given to help you begin.

In recent years, there has been increasing concern over… 

[15]

No. of words: _________
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Sec 1 Express EOY 2017 

Editing ANSWERS: 

How bad is it to sleep with your contact lens still on? We have all done it out of sheer 

exhaustion, forgetfulness or necessity and is sleeping with your contact lenses on really 

that bad? Many eye care professionals felt strongly that overnight wear is too risky, and 

that includes South Florida Ophthalmologist Inna Ozerov. “As an cornea specialist, 

some of the worst corneal infections I have treated were directly relating to poor contact 

lens hygiene habits.” She says that even though there are contact lens brands that are 

FDA-approved for overnight use, she always warns her patients against potential 

dangers. “A central corneal ulcer can progresses fairly quickly over 24 hours and can 

have devastating consequences of a person’s vision,” she says. Ozerov says that 

contact lens users need to remember that a contact lens was a medical device, and 

require proper care. “I also remind my contact lens wearers they should always have a 

pair of glasses to fall back on.” 

1. but (connector)

2. feel (tense)

3.a (article)

4. related (VF)

5.

6.

7. progress (VF)

8. on (prep)

9. is (tense)

10.requires (SVA)
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s. “A central corneal ulcer can progresses fairly quiuiiiiickckckckckcklylylylylyly ooooooveeer rr r r r 242424242424 hhhhhhou

devastating consequences fof a person’sssssssssssssss vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvissssssioioioioioioioioooioooooooooooooooooooooooioioon,nnn,n,n,n,n,n,nn,n,nnnn,nn,n,n,nnnnnnnnnnnnn ”””””””””””””” shshshshshshshshshshshshshshshshshshshshshheeeeeeeeeeee eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee sssssas ysysysysysys. OzOOOOO erov sa

lens users need to rememberererererererererererererrererererererereeerereereree tttttttttttttttttttttthahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahaahahahahaahahaaahahahahahhhhaaat ttttttttttttttttttttttttttt aaaaaaa aaaaaaaaaa cocccccccccccccc ntttacacacacacacaccacacacaccacacaacacaccacacacacacaccacaaccaa t lens wawawawawawassssss a memememememedical device,

to fffalaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa l babababababababababababababababababababbbabab ccccckccc ooooooooooooooooon.n.n.n.n.n.n.n.n.n.n..n..nnn ”

Mindworks Tuition

Need Home Tuition? Visit Mindworkstuition.com now or call 85000358 for assistance :) 
340



1

COMMONWEALTH SECONDARY SCHOOL

END OF YEAR EXAMINATION 2017

ENGLISH LANGUAGE

PAPER 2

Name: ____________________________ (         ) Class: ___________

SECONDARY ONE EXPRESS Friday 29 September 2017

1128/02 1050-1240h

Additional Material: INSERT 1h 50min

READ THESE INSTRUCTIONS FIRST

Write your name, index number and class on the question paper and any separate answer 
sheets used.
Write in dark blue or black pen.
Do not use staples, paper clips, highlighters, glue or correction fluid.

Answer all questions.
Write your answers in the spaces provided in the Question Booklet.
The Insert contains the texts for all the sections.

The number of marks is given in brackets [  ] at the end of each question or part question.

For Examiner’s Use

Section A /5

Section B /20

Section C /25

Name of setter: Mrs Noella Chua Total /50

Clas

Friday 29

1050-1240h

SERT 1h 50min

HESE INSTRUCTIONS FIRST

ts used.
n dark blue or black pen.

questions.

tainnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnns s ssssss ss ss thhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhe eeeeeeeeeeeeeeee texttttttttttttsssss ssssssss fofoffffffffffff r rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr aaaaalaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa l theeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee sesesesesesseseseseseseseseseseeseees ctctctctctctctctctctctctctctctctctctctttttcc ioioioioioioioioioioiooioioiioioiooioioioiioi nsnsnsnsnsnsnsnsnsnsnsnsnsnsnsnsnsnsnssssssnsnssn ....

arkkkkkkkkkkkkkkksssssssssssssss isiii  giviviiviiviviviiviviivivvivvvvvenen iiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn brbrbrbrbrbrbrbrbrbrbrbrbrbrbrbbb acacaccacacacacaccccacaccaccacccckekekeekekekekekeekekekekeekeekekets [  ] at the end of each question or part questio

Mindworks Tuition

Need Home Tuition? Visit Mindworkstuition.com now or call 85000358 for assistance :) 
341



This paper consists of 6 printed pages including the cover page.
[Turn over

Section A [5 marks]

Refer to the advertisement (Text 1) on page 2 of the Insert for Questions 1 – 4.

1 Who is the target audience of the advertisement? 

Parents/Working adults with children/Parents who seldom eat with their 
family/Parents who are very busy 

[X] Families who do not eat together 

Answer must have the idea of adults/parents  

[1]

2 Identify the sentence which sums up the main message of this advertisement. 

“Eating together as a family nurtures strong bonds and cohesiveness” [1]

3 Look at the picture in the poster. How does the photo convey the purpose of 
the advertisement? 

Answer MUST describe the illustration AND link to the purpose of the 
poster. 

The picture shows a family enjoying a meal together. [1] (Answer needs 
to have the idea of the family having a good time/smiling/enjoying, while 
eating together). 
This would encourage parents to make time for regular family meals [1] 
as it is a good way to develop positive family relationships. (Answer must 
have a verb to show purpose) 

[2]

4 How would the kids benefit from regular family meals?  

Kids are less likely to smoke/drink/use drugs.
Kids will do better in school 

(either one)
(accept if student gives both) 

[1]

adults/parents  

hich sums up the main message of this a

her as a family nurtures strong bonds and ccccccohohohohohohese i

the advertisement? 
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[2
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Section B [20 marks]

Refer to Text 2 on pages 3 – 4 of the Insert for Questions 5 – 19.

5 What does ‘it’ in line 3 refer to?  Inf
The/Her seat at the café/where she was sitting 

[X] the table/cafe (too vague) 

[1]

6 From Paragraph 1, why did Aunt Livia go to the counter for tea and cakes? 
Answer in your own words. 

From text: She was feeling embarrassed at occupying it for a prolonged time
and yet not having any food at the table. 

iyo
w

IYOW: She was conscious/awkward/ashamed [1] because she was going to 
sit at the café for a long time [1] but did not order any food. [2]

bad

7 Quote a phrase from Paragraph 2 that suggests that the girls were not aware of 
Aunt Livia’s presence. 

QFT

“utterly oblivious (of Livia)” [1]

[X] “they were utterly oblivious of Livia (E.D!) 

8 Aunt Livia was fascinated by the interaction between the girls. Support this 
statement with 2 pieces of evidences from Paragraph 2. 

GE

She slowly felt their secretive, childish animation enter into herself. 

She glanced at them from time to time in a gentle way, with kind, full-
smiling eyes. (must have both parts to get 1m) - no marks if students split 
this as 2 answers. 

[2]

9 Quote a word from Paragraph 2 which suggests that the younger sister was 
insistent about having cake. 

QFT

“adamant” [1]
[X] “Adament” (spelling error)

10 From Paragraph 2, “Livia heard someone crying and saw the younger girl with 
hands to her eyes, weeping.” (lines 14-15) 

Why do you think the younger girl was crying?  

IN
F

She wanted to eat cake but her sister did not have enough money to buy 
one./Her sister refused to buy/did not buy her any cake.

Any answers indicating that the girl could not get the cake. 

[1]

at occupying 
ble. 

s/awkward/ashamed [1] because
ong time [1] but did not order any food.

Aunt Livia’s presence. 
“utterly oblivious (of Livia)” 

“they were utterly oblivioususususususususususususuususususususuususuussusussususuuuu  offfffffffff fffffffffffff LiLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLL vivivivivivivivivivivivivivivivia a aa a aaa aaaaaaa (E.DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD!!!!)!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!  

nt with 2 ppppppppppppppppppppppppppppieieieieieiiiiieieieiiieieieeiiiiii cececececeeeceeeceeeeeeeessssssssssssssss offffffffffffffffffff eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeviviviviviviviviviviviviviviviv deddededededededededeededeeededeeeeedeeeeeeeencncncncncncncncncncncncnncncncnccnccncccccccccccnceses ffffffffrororoororooooooorooooooorooooooooororor m m mmmmmm mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm PaPaaPaPaPaPaPaPaPaPaPaPaPaPaaPaPaPaPPPaPaPaPPPaPaPaPaaaaaaaararararararararaaararaararararaarrararrrararraraaaaaaaaagggggggrgggggggggggggggggg aph 2. 

at tttttttttttttttttttttthehehehehhhhehehhehhhhhhhhhhhehhhhhhehhehhehehhhhehehemmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm frfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrrfrfrffffrfffrfrrrrfrrrrrrffff omomomomomomomomomomomomomomomomomomomomomommommommmomoomommomoommommoomomommmommomommmommmoo tttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttimimimimimimimimimimimimimimimmimimimimmimimimimmimimmmmimimmmimiiimmmmii e to timeeeeeeeee ininininininininnniininnininin aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa ggggggggggggggggggentle way, with kind, full-
mususususususssssssussusususssssssssssssst t t ttttttttttttttttt hahahahahahahahahaahahahaahahaahahahaaahaaaaaaaaaahaaaaaaaaavevevvvveveveevevevvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv  both parts to get 1m) - no marks if students
rs. 

[2]

Paragraph 2 which suggests that the
cake. 
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11 From Paragraph 3, “The elder girl scrutinised her from top to toe and said, “We 
don’t want anything. We’re going now.” (lines 18-19). 

What does the elder girl’s reaction suggest about how she felt towards Aunt 
Livia?

IN
F

She was wary of her (intentions)/She felt that Aunt Livia was suspicious, 
up to no good./They did not trust Aunt Livia.

[X] Aunt Livia was strange/weird. They were disgusted/annoyed/cautious 
of Aunt Livia.  

[1]

12 From Paragraph 3, “The girls grabbed the food and snarfed it down.” (line 22) 
What does the underlined phrase suggest about the girls? 

INF

They were extremely/very hungry. 
[1]

[X] They were hungry. 

13 Give two pieces of evidence from Paragraph 5 to suggest that Livia valued her 
friendship with the two girls so much that she neglected herself. 

GE

“When she had little money, she filled her empty stomach with a cup of 
tea while Alma and Joan satisfied themselves on five dollars”
She had huge debts accumulated at her lodgings. 
She wore the same dirty coat every day.
(Accept any 2) 

[2]

14 From Paragraph 5, “Every day, straight out of school, Alma and Joan ran to 
catch the bus for the town centre and a few minutes later, smiling and out of 
breath, walked into the café where Livia was waiting.” (lines 33-35) 

Suggest a reason why the girls would be smiling.  

INF

They knew that Livia would give them food (and presents). /They were 
looking forward to the food and presents from Livia. 

[1]

15 Why would Livia feel “miserable” (line 37) when the girls did not come in for a 
day? 

Lit

She missed the girls./They were her only company./She felt lonely. [1]

[X] She longed for their company.

16 From Paragraph 6, why was Livia unable to notice that Alma was making 
demands on her for presents, food and money? Answer in your own words.  

IYO
W 

From Text: She did it in a naïve and childish way and in her oblivious
contentment, did not notice.

[2]

the food and snar
uggest about the girls? 

ry hungry. 

ungry.

had huge debts accumulatatatatatatatatatatatatatatatatatatattatataattatattatataaaatttted aat t hehehehhehehehehehehheeheeheheehh r rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr loooooooodgdgdgdgdgdgdgdgdgdgdddgdgdgdgdgdgdgdgdgdgdgdgdgdgdgdgdgdgdggd ings. 
wore the same dirty y y y y y y y yyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy cocococococococococococococcococcoccococococoooooooooat eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeveveveveveveveveveveeeveveveveveveeveveevevevevevvvev ryryryryryryryrryryryryryryryryyryyyryryyyryrryrrrr dddddddddddddddddddddddddayayayayayayayayayayayayayayayayayayayyayaaaaaaaaaaaaa .

t any 2) 

ed iiiiiiiiiintntntttttntntnttnttntttnn o oooooooooooooooo the e cacaaaaaaaaaféféféféfééféféféféféfééféféééféféféféféféféféfééfééféféffééééfééé wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwhehehehehheheheheheheeheehehehhhhhh rererrrrerererererrrrerrrerrerr Livia was waiting.” (lines 33-35) 
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IYOW: She asked in an innocent/immature (1) manner and she was too 
happy/glad to be with them to notice it. (1) 

[X] child-like, kiddy 

17 From Paragraph 6, “But certain customers of the cafe who came in every day 
could not help but see how the girls asked her to buy them this and that, and 
how she always gave in with a nature too good to be true.” (lines 39-41) 

What does the underlined phrase suggest about what the customers thought of 
Aunt Livia?  

INF

The customers thought that she had an ulterior motive for befriending the 
two girls/They thought that she was a suspicious character./She had 
something up her sleeves./She was pretending to be good. 

[1]

18 From Paragraph 9 “They quivered helplessly with shame and hatred, and so 
were incapable of making words.” (lines 55-56) 

Quote a phrase in the given sentence which suggest QFT

(i) trembled uncontrollably: 

“quivered helplessly” [1]

(ii) unable to speak: 

“incapable of making words” [1]

19 From Paragraph 10, what did Aunt Livia say yes to? Lit

She agreed to leave the girls alone. [1]

[X] She agreed to not meeting the girls in the cafe. 

IYOW 6,16 4 
INF 5,10,11,12,14,17 6 
Give Evd 8,13 4 
QFT 7,9,18i,18ii 4 
Lit 15,19  2 

TOTAL 20  

terior motiv
suspicious char

as pretending to be go

quivered helplessly with shame an
ing words.” (lines 55-56)

se in the given sentence which suggest 

trembled uncontrollably: 

“quivered helplessly”

unable to speak: 

“incapable of makiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiingngngngngngngngngnngngnggnggngnggnggggggggggg worororororoorororororooroorororororoororrrrrrrrrrdsdsdsdsdsdsdsdsdsdsdsdsdsdsdsssdsdsdsdsdsdsdssdsdsdddd ”””””””””””””””””””””””

ragraph 111111111111111111111111110000,00000000000000000000000 wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwhahahhhhahahhahahahhahahah t dididididdiddidddididididddddidididiiiddd dddddddddddddddd AuAuAuAuAuAuAuAuAuAuAAuAuAuAuAuAuAAuAAuAAuAuAAuuuuuuuuntntntntnntntntntntntntntntntnnntntntntntntntnttntttnttt Liviaiaiaaiaaaaaaaaaaiaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa sssssssssssssssssssssssssssayayayayayayayayayayayaaayayayaayayayayayayaaayayyyyyy yyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyeseseseseseseseseseseseseseseseseeseessseeseeseesssesss to? 

d to o oo o o o ooo leleleleelelelelelelelelelleellelelelelellelelleeeeeeeeeeavavavavavavavavavavavavaavavavavavavavaavavaaaavvvvvvvvvve ee e ee eeeee ee eeeeeeeeeeeeeeee thththttthththththtthttthththththttthththhhe eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee ggigigiggggggigigggiggggg rlllsssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss alalalalalaaalalalaaalalalalalaalaalaaaaalalallalalaaaaa onononononoononononononoonononononoonoo e.eeeeeeeeeeeeeee [1]

not ttttttt mememmmemememememememmmemmmmm etetetetetetetetetetetetetetttetttettteteteettttettinininnininininininnnininininninininnininininnininnnniing g g gggggggg gg gg gggggggggggggggggggg ththththththththththththththththththththhthhthththththhthththtththhththeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee ggirls in the cafe. 

4
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4
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Section C [25 marks]

Refer to Text 3 on pages 5 – 6 of the Insert for Questions 20 – 26.

20 From Paragraph 1, why do you think this accident considered “the most lethal” 
(line 2) in the history of climbing on Mount Everest?   

Inf

The accident has killed more people [1] than compared to other 
accidents on Mount Everest [1].

Answer needs to have comparison with previous accidents ON MOUNT 
EVEREST. 

[2]

21 From Paragraph 1, Kenton Cool describes the Sherpas as “the backbone of
any expedition.” (line 6-7)  

Lit

i. What does the underlined word suggest about the Sherpas? Inf

The Sherpas were necessary/very important/crucial/essential [1] to every 
expedition. OR The Sherpas provided structure/support/key figure in any 
expedition. [1] We rely on Sherpas for any expedition. 

[X] The sherpas were experienced.  They were the leaders.

[1]

ii. Give one evidence from Paragraph 1 that conveys the same idea.  G.E 

“Without Sherpas, most climbers would not be able to get up the 
mountain”. [1] 

[1]

22 What does the phrase “unleashed its fury” (line 8) suggest about the 
destruction caused by the avalanche?

Inf

It was severe/massive/devastating/catastrophic. [1] [1]

[X} terrible, serious, huge, big 

23 Quote an expression from Paragraph 2 that suggests that the massive 
avalanche was unforeseen.   

QFT

“caught a work party of local sherpas off-guard” [1]  

[X] “off guard” 

[1]

?  

[1] than compared

omparison with previous accident

aph 1, Kenton Cool describes the Sherpas as “thththhhhe e eeee babbbbb c
dition.” (line 6-7)  

i.

rsrssrsrssssrsrsrsrsssr ...

G.E

]
[1]

hrasesesessesesesesesesessesesesesesesss  “unleashed its fury” (line 8) suggest about the
by the avalanche?

ve/devastating/catastrophic. [1]

ge, big 
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24 Here is a part of a conversation between two friends, Luke and Mathilda who 
have read the text.

                                                           
Luke                                                                                 

Mathilda 

GE

i. Other than preparing the route for the climbers, give an example from 
Paragraph 4 to support Luke’s view.

The sherpa guides help carry equipment and other necessities for 
the climbers. 

[1]

ii. With reference to Paragraph 3, how else would Mathilda explain her 
position. 
It is a dangerous job that requires one to risk their life. [1]

25 From Paragraph 9, why does Tsering suggest adopting some precautionary 
measures? Answer in your own words.  

IYO
W

From Text: Since we cannot completely rule out the chances of avalanche, at 
least we adopt some precautionary measures to reduce casualties.  

IYOW: Since nobody can predict an avalanche [1], adopting some 
precautionary measures would help to lower the number of 
deaths/fatalities. [1] 

[2]

26 Using your own words as far as possible, summarise the challenges that 
Sherpa guides face and the measures made to improve the situation. 

Use only the material from paragraphs 5, 7- 8 of Text 3.

Your summary must be in continuous writing (not note form). It must not be longer 
than 80 words, not counting the words given to help you begin.

In recent years, there has been increasing concern over… 

 Challenges that Sherpa guides face 
No. From Text   Paraphrased  
1 Low-wage  Poorly paid/underpaid 

There is just so many 
things for a Sherpa 
guide to do! 

Yes, if I had a choice, I would not 
want to work as a Sherpa guide. 

   
               

or the climbers, give an
e s view.

s help carry equipment and other nece

position.

asures? Answer in your ownwnwnwnwnwnwnwnwnwwnwnwnwnwnwnwnnwnwnw wororororooooorooooooooooooo dssssssssssss. 

Text: , at 
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2 Sherpas also have to risk their lives to string 
the ropes.  

Their lives are endangered in 
the process of stringing the 
ropes 

3 The working conditions on the mountains is 
also not the most ideal. Sherpas often have 
to face avalanches, altitude sickness, lack of 
oxygen and brutal cold.   

Often have to battle the 
challenging environment up in 
the mountain.  

 Measures made to improve the situation  
4 Officials have cut mountaineering fees for 

many other peaks  
Reducing climbing fees 
elsewhere 

5 Each climber scaling Everest to bring back 
8kg of rubbish  

Compulsory rubbish picking 

6 Raise the minimum insurance 
coverage/double amount of compensation to 
the sherpas 

Increasing the minimum 
insurance coverage  

7 Officials floated the idea of installing a ladder 
on the famous Hillary step 

The authorities suggested 
installing a ladder on the Hillary 
step.  

8  Placing barriers   Installing 
barricades/fence/railing  

9 Lease entire smaller peaks to private 
companies to reduce crowded

Rent smaller mountains to 
private companies to reduce 
crowds   

…little pay that the Sherpa guides receive. Also, their lives are endangered in the process of 
stringing the ropes and they also often have to battle the challenging environment up in the 
mountain. Some measures include reducing climbing fees elsewhere and making rubbish 
picking compulsory. The minimum insurance coverage of the Sherpas has also been 
increased. Furthermore, the authorities suggested installing a ladder on the Hillary step. 
Smaller mountaineers are also rented smaller mountains to private companies to reduce 
crowds (80 words) 

IYOW 25 2 
INF 20,22, 21i 4
Give Evd 24i, 24ii, 21ii 3 
QFT 23 1 
Lit - 0 

TOTAL 10  

Com

nsurance 
mpensation to

Increas
insurance

dea of installing a ladder 
Hillary step

The autho
installing a lad
step.

ng barriers  Installing 
barricadadadadaddeseseseseses/f/f/f/f/f/fenenenenenence/ra

Lease entire smaller peaks to private 
companies to reduce crowded
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FAJAR SECONDARY SCHOOL
2017 END-OF-YEAR EXAMINATIONS
SECONDARY 1 EXPRESS 

CANDIDATE 
NAME

CLASS INDEX
NUMBER 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE
Paper 1: Writing 

Additional Materials: Writing Paper (3 sheets)
INSERT

SUBJECT CODE: 1128/01

Date: 28 September 2017
Duration: 1 hour 50 minutes

READ THESE INSTRUCTIONS FIRST

Write your name, class and index number on all the work you hand in.
Write in dark blue or black pen on both sides of the paper.
Do not use staples, paper clips, highlighters, glue or correction fluid.

Answer Section A, Section B and one question from Section C. 

Section A is an Insert.
For Section A write your answers in the spaces provided on the Insert.
For Section B and Section C write your answers on the separate Answer Paper provided.
At the end of the examination, fasten all your work securely together.

The number of marks is given in brackets [ ] at the end of each section.
The total of the marks for this paper is 70.

For Examiner’s Use

Section A 10
Section B 30
Section C 30

Total 70

This document consists of 4 printed pages and 0 blank pages. 
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2 
 

  

Section B [30 Marks]

You are advised to write between 200 and 250 words for this section.

You should look at the website printout on page 3, study the information carefully and plan your answer 
before beginning to write.

You have been asked to write an information brochure to advertise a resort in Malaysia. The resort is located 
on Hope Island, an island in Malaysia with many tourist attractions. The resort is called Rasa Resort, and 
has many attractive facilities. The information brochure should appeal to a wide range of potential tourists.

Write an information brochure detailing:
what the hotel rooms offered by the resort are like, and what facilities are available at the hotel
what the beaches are like, and what activities are available at the beach
what food is available
what other attractions are near the resort.

Write your information brochure in clear, accurate English and in a welcoming, enthusiastic tone, to 
encourage more visitors to come to Rasa Resort. You should use headings and subheadings where 
appropriate. You do not need to provide photographs or illustrations of any kind, nor should you use multiple 
columns in your layout.

You may use information not provided in the website printout in your information brochure. You should use 
your own words as much as possible.
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RASA Resort, 
Hope Island
@RasaResort 

Home

About

Photos

Reviews

Locations

Videos

Posts 

RASA Resort
1 hr

Choose between an Executive Suite (for families) and a Deluxe Room (for couples). All 
rooms include: floor-to-ceiling windows, spacious bathrooms, 42-inch flat-screen 
televisions, wi-fi, 24-hour room service, and a view of the sea. Hotel facilities include: 
infinity pool, fully-equipped gymnasium, and restaurants.

  

RASA Resort
2 hrs

The beaches outside the hotel are great. Water sports include: kayaking, 
wakeboarding, and snorkelling. Snorkelling will give you great views of fish.

Reviews
5.0 432 reviews

Sharon Shalini
18 April 2017

Definitely the best thing about staying at Rasa Resort is the food. It’s just 
next to Food Street, which is the best place at Hope Island for local delights 
like chicken rice and chilli crab. 

Wong Sim Seng
20 March 2017

Just next to the resort is Pirate’s Cove, which includes a huge water park 
with lots of fun slides. The scariest was Shark Falls, which is a 4-storey high 
water slide. It was so scary and my kids were screaming so much!

RASA 
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Section C [30 marks]

Begin your answer on a fresh page.

You are advised to write between 250 and 300 words on one of the following topics.

At the head of your composition, write the number of the topic you have chosen.

1 Write a story ending with the sentence, “I vowed I would never make such a bad choice 
again.”

2 Write about a sporting competition when you or your team emerged victorious. 

3 Write about a time when you were a victim of cyberbullying and how you resolved the 
situation.

4 Write about a time when you felt proud to be a citizen of your country.

The End

www.KiasuExamPaper.com

Mindworks Tuition

Need Home Tuition? Visit Mindworkstuition.com now or call 85000358 for assistance :) 
353



 

 
 

 

FAJAR SECONDARY SCHOOL
2017 END-OF-YEAR EXAMINATIONS 
SECONDARY 1 EXPRESS 

 
CANDIDATE 
NAME

 

    
CLASS  

 
   INDEX

NUMBER 
  

  

ENGLISH LANGUAGE
Paper 1: Writing 

Setter: Mdm Denise Lim
INSERT

SUBJECT CODE: 1128/01

Date: 28 September 2017
Duration: 1 hour 50 minutes

READ THESE INSTRUCTIONS FIRST

This Insert contains Section A. 
  

Write your answers in the spaces provided.
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Section A [10 marks]

Carefully read the text below, consisting of 12 lines, about penguins. The first and last lines are correct. 
For eight of the lines, there is one grammatical error in each line. There are two more lines with no errors.

If there is NO error in a line, put a tick ( ) in the space provided.
If the line in incorrect, circle the incorrect word and write the correct word in the space provided.
The correct word you provide must not change the original meaning of the sentence.

Examples:

I arrived  to  my destination at 2 pm. at

My mother always wears sensible clothes.

 

Penguins are birds that live primarily in the Southern Hemisphere. They 

include an tiny blue penguin of Australia and New Zealand, the majestic 

emperor penguin of Antarctica, the endangered African penguin and 

the Galapagos penguin, who is the only penguin to be found north of 

the equator. Though they is birds, penguins have flippers instead of 

wings. They cannot fly. On the water they are expert swimmers and 

divers, and some species can reach speeds of down to 15 miles per 

hour. The penguin’s distinctively colours help camouflage the bird in 

the water as it searched for meals of small shrimp, fish, and squid. The 

Antarctic Peninsula, where half of the world’s emperor penguins can be 

found, is heating up or melting the sea ice that the penguins depend

on for places to breed.

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10

…………………..

…………………..

…………………..

…………………..

…………………..

…………………..

…………………..

…………………..

…………………..

…………………..

Adapted from www.worldwildlife.org/species/penguin  

End of Insert  
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Section A
Text 1

Study the poster below and answer Questions 1 - 4 in the Question Paper Booklet. 

  

SGSecure is a national movement to sensitise, train and mobilise the community to play a part to prevent and 
deal with a terrorist attack. It is a call to action for everyone to help one another and safeguard our way of life. 
The cornerstone of our counter-terrorism strategy must be the strengthening of community vigilance, 
cohesion and resilience. We can all do our part to keep Singapore safe and secure. 
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Section B

Text 2

The text below describes a poor family. Read it carefully and answer Questions 5 - 14 in the Question 
Paper Booklet.
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The hut should have been re-thatched years ago—the old palm leaves were dry and tattered 
and slipping off the beams. The earthen walls were crumbling. The windows gaped, without 
any shutters. There was no smoke to be seen curling up from under a cooking pot on a fire, as 
in the other huts in the surrounding groves of coconut and banana.

Lila’s two sisters, Bela and Kamal, stood at the door brushing their teeth with twigs they had 
broken off the tree at the back. They had not washed or changed for school when she called to 
them ‘Why don’t you dress? You’ll be late for school,’ they answered, ‘But you haven’t even 
made us our tea yet. You’re late.’

Lila went in to make a fire. She knew she ought to do it before she went to the beach. Then she 
could put on the pot of water and have it boiling when she came back. But somehow, when she 
woke up in the morning, she felt she had to flee to the beach: she couldn’t face the dead ashes 
or the dirty cooking pots of the night before until she had been out on the beach and seen the 
sea and scattered flowers on the sacred rock. Now she had been there, she would collect 
firewood, light it and make tea for the family. She wished Bela and Kamal would understand.

She made them their tea silently, throwing a fistful of tea leaves and another of sugar into the 
pot of water on the smoking fire she had built. The three sisters sat on their heels, waiting for it 
to boil and for their brother to bring them some milk. Once they had had a buffalo but she had 
been auctioned off to pay debts. Now milk had to be bought from a cowherd in the village. Soon 
they saw Hari coming along with a small brass pot of milk in his hand—all they could afford. 
The small girls ran to take the milk from him, Lila poured some into the pot, and soon it was 
ready and they sipped their hot tea.

Lila pushed and shoved and made her sisters change into their indigo blue skirts and white 
blouses that all the schoolgirls in the village wore, and found their few tattered books with which 
they set off for school. Then Hari got up and said he would see them to school and stop in the 
field on his way back to do some digging and watering. Hari was the only family member who 
worked, and Lila was relieved to have him helping her.

Lila went in with a tumbler of tea for her mother. She stopped to add a little extra milk to it. Then 
she went past the curtain in the doorway to the room where her mother lay on the string bed on 
some old grey sheets. She herself looked like a crumpled grey rag lying there. She had been 
ill for a long time. No one knew what was wrong. She had no pains and no fever but simply 
grew weaker and weaker all the time. Now she could not sit up to drink her tea. Lila had to lift 
her head and help her drink in little sips from the tumbler. She was very gentle and careful 
because her mother seemed so frail, one hardly liked to touch her.

She also kept her head turned away from the heap that lay on a mat in a corner of the dark, 
shadowy room. The heap did not stir but made a grumbling sound of obstructed breathing and 
also stank. Lila could smell the stale alcohol even from a distance—it was a smell she had 
known and hated since she was a small girl. She kept her nose wrinkled up and wished her 
father would throw himself into some other corner to sleep and not foul her mother’s room with 
the stench of drunkenness. But no one dared tell him, least of all her mother.

All she said was, ‘Lila, have the girls gone to school?’

‘Yes.’

‘And Hari to the fields?’

1

5 

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

[Turn overwww.KiasuExamPaper.com

Mindworks Tuition

Need Home Tuition? Visit Mindworkstuition.com now or call 85000358 for assistance :) 
358



4 
 

11

12

13

‘Yes, Hari to the fields.’

‘Then you must sweep and go to market and cook, Lila.’

‘Yes, Ma,’ said Lila, although she did not need to be told. She had given up going to school 
long ago, so that she could stay home and do the cooking and washing and look after the 
others. She got up to start.  

45

Adapted from The Village by the Sea by Anita Desai  
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Section C

Text 3
The text below is about a school in Britain. Read it carefully and answer Questions 15 - 19 in the Question 
Paper Booklet.
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It is billed as the strictest school in Britain. At the Michaela community school in Brent, north 
London, the emphasis on discipline has earned it a formidable reputation, with the headteacher, 
Katharine Birbalsingh, touted as “Britain’s strictest teacher” by the Sunday Times. 

At the school, a group of pupils prepare to end their break and move to their next lesson. They 
line up quietly under the eye of their teacher – who stops to ask one of them to pick up a grape 
from the floor. Birbalsingh says one of the things that is different about Michaela, the state 
secondary school she founded three years ago, is its unwillingness to let even a single pupil – 
or grape – go astray.

“It’s about habit change, and constantly reminding pupils to be respectful,” Birbalsingh says. 
“We have made it unacceptable not to pick that grape up.”

The twelve-year-old pupils file out to their next class, illustrating another Michaela principle: 
silent corridors. The children walk between classrooms without speaking, in single file, moving 
quickly. Anyone who does not gets a demerit, leading to a detention. The reason is that 
corridors in schools are where bad behaviour often takes place: pushing and fights breaking 
out as large groups of children mill around. By moving in a straight line, the children stay calm 
and focused for their next lesson.

One of the staff, Joe Kirby, has detailed Michaela’s “no excuses” policy: detentions are awarded 
for arriving one minute late to school, for not completing homework, for scruffy work, for not
having a pen or ruler, for reacting badly to a teacher’s instruction by tutting or rolling eyes, and 
even for “persistently turning round in class” after being told not to. Detention for not having a 
pen sounds harsh – until you learn that Michaela provides pens to all pupils at the start of the 
year, that there is a school shop selling cut-price ones each morning, and that parents are given 
persistent reminders about the equipment their children need to bring every day.

In her office, Birbalsingh briefs the visitors on the school, starting with its discipline. “The 
children love it here because they know that in comparison to their primary schools or schools 
where they were before, that they learn so much here, it’s quiet, they are not being picked on,” 
she tells them.

The second big difference is the school’s traditional style of teaching. “We have the teacher 
standing at the front and imparting knowledge. We believe the teacher knows more than the 
children. Most teachers in Britain do not believe that. They believe that the children and 
teachers all know the same things, which is why the children just need to be guided by the 
teacher as opposed to being taught by the teacher.”

What is particularly striking is the school’s attention to detail. The corridor carpet has a black 
line woven into it for the pupils to follow. The classrooms have hooks on the back wall to stow 
jackets and bags, to stop them getting in the way. Pupils must use a school-issue pencil case 
made of clear plastic. The pupils’ bathrooms do not have mirrors, and makeup is banned. 

Even lunch, a spirited affair starting with pupils loudly reciting the poem ‘If’ from memory, 
includes exhortations from the deputy head about pupils completing their homework over 
Christmas. “Don’t make the wrong choices,” he warns the pupils, underlining a Michaela theme.

However, should all schools follow the Michaela model? “I think all schools should be like this,” 
Birbalsingh says.
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Section A [5 marks]

Refer to Text 1 on page 2 of the Insert for Questions 1 - 4.

1 What does the title ‘Not if, but when,’ tell us about the likelihood of a terror attack 
happening in Singapore? Answer in your own words.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

………………………………………………………………………………………………. [1]

2 Quote a word from the poster that has the same meaning as the word ‘unity’.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

………………………………………………………………………………………………. [1]

3 ‘Learn about what you can do in a terror attack at www.sgsecure.sg’.
What is the impact of the use of personal pronouns such as ‘you’?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

………………………………………………………………………………………………. [1]

4 Which of the following features emphasise that the threat of terrorism must be taken 
seriously in Singapore? Tick ( ) two boxes only.

Capitalised and emboldened headings

Graphics showing people being hurt

The use of icons to describe how to use the SGSecure app

The QR code for the SGSecure website

The website address for SGSecure

[2]
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Section B [20 marks]

Refer to Text 2 on pages 3 and 4 of the Insert for Questions 5-14.

5 From paragraph 1, which evidence tells you the following parts of Lila’s family’s hut 
were run-down?

Roof

Walls

Windows

[3]

6 From paragraph 3, which word has the same meaning as ‘escape’?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

………………………………………………………………………………………………. [1]

7 “She wished Bela and Kamal would understand.” (line 14)
With reference to paragraph 3, explain what Lila hoped Bela and Kamal would 
understand.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

………………………………………………………………………………………………. [2] 

8 From paragraph 4, what did Lila’s family do to pay off their debts? Answer in your 
own words.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

………………………………………………………………………………………………. [2] 

9 (i) With reference to paragraph 5, what occupation do you think Hari had?

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. [1]

(ii) Quote the sentence in paragraph 5 that tells you so.

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. [1]  

For 
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10 (i) From paragraph 6, identify the simile used to describe Lila’s mother.

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. [1]

(ii) Explain in your own words what this simile tells you about Lila’s mother.

Lila’s mother was so sick that ………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………. [1]

11 What was unusual about Lila’s mother’s illness? Answer in your own words.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

………………………………………………………………………………………………. [2] 

12 From paragraph 7, quote a phrase that suggests that Lila’s father had had a drinking 
habit for a long time.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

………………………………………………………………………………………………. [1]

13 In your opinion, why do you think no one dared to tell Lila’s father to sleep elsewhere?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

………………………………………………………………………………………………. [1]

14 Choose the word from the box that best describes how Lila felt towards each of her 
family members. There are some extra words you do not need to use.

anger          concern           consolation         disgust          frustration         gratitude

(i) Sisters (paragraphs 2-3)

(ii) Brother (paragraphs 4-5)

(iii) Mother (paragraph 6)

(iv) Father (paragraph 7)

[4]
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Section C [25 marks]

Refer to Text 3 on page 5 of the Insert for Questions 15-19.

15 From paragraph 1, which phrase tells you that the Michaela community school is widely 
respected?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

………………………………………………………………………………………………. [1]

16 From paragraphs 2 and 3, explain how picking up the grape demonstrates respect.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

………………………………………………………………………………………………. [2] 

17 From paragraph 4, why are students at Michaela expected to walk silently between 
lessons? Answer in your own words.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

………………………………………………………………………………………………. [2] 

18

Harry                                     Ginny

(a) From paragraph 5, what evidence can Harry use to support his point of view?

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………… [2]

For 
Examiner’s 

Use

I think that
Michaela is too 

strict.

I disagree. I think 
Michaela’s rules, 
especially those 
about stationery, 
are reasonable.
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(b) From paragraph 5, what three pieces of evidence can Ginny use to support her 
statement? 

(i) ………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………… [1]

(ii) ………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………… [1]

(iii) ………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………… [1]

19 Using your own words as far as possible, summarise the ways in which the 
Michaela community school differs from other schools.

Use only information from paragraphs 6 to 8.

Your summary must be in continuous writing (not note form). It must not be longer than 
80 words (not counting the words given to help you begin).

Michaela differs from other schools as ………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………...
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…………………………………………………………………………………………………...

…………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

……………………………………………………………… No of words:                   [15]
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Section A [10 marks]

Carefully read the text below, consisting of 12 lines, about penguins. The first and last lines are correct. 
For eight of the lines, there is one grammatical error in each line. There are two more lines with no errors.

If there is NO error in a line, put a tick ( ) in the space provided.
If the line in incorrect, circle the incorrect word and write the correct word in the space provided.
The correct word you provide must not change the original meaning of the sentence.

Examples:

I arrived  to  my destination at 2 pm. at

My mother always wears sensible clothes.

Penguins are birds that live primarily in the Southern Hemisphere. They 

include an tiny blue penguin of Australia and New Zealand, the majestic

emperor penguin of Antarctica, the endangered African penguin and 

the Galapagos penguin, who is the only penguin to be found north of 

the equator. Though they is birds, penguins have flippers instead of 

wings. They cannot fly. On the water they are expert swimmers and 

divers, and some species can reach speeds of down to 15 miles per 

hour. The penguin’s distinctively colours help camouflage the bird in 

the water as it searched for meals of small shrimp, fish, and squid. The 

Antarctic Peninsula, where half of the world’s emperor penguins can be 

found, is heating up or melting the sea ice that the penguins depend

on for places to breed.
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Section A [5 marks]

Refer to Text 1 on page 2 of the Insert for Questions 1-4.

1 What does the title ‘Not if, but when,’ tell us about the likelihood of a terror attack 
happening in Singapore? Answer in your own words.

It tells us that a terror attack is very likely/ only a matter of time/ bound to happen/
definitely going to happen. [1] 

2 Quote a word from the poster that has the same meaning as the word ‘unity’.

‘Cohesion’ [1]

3 ‘Learn about what you can do in a terror attack at www.sgsecure.sg’.
What is the impact of the use of personal pronouns such as ‘you’?

It makes the reader feel a personal responsibility to prepare for the event of a 
terror attack. [1]

4 Which of the following features emphasise that the threat of terrorism must be taken 
seriously in Singapore? Tick ( ) two boxes only.

Capitalised and emboldened headings

Graphics showing people being hurt

The use of icons to describe how to use the SGSecure app

The QR code for the SGSecure website

The website address for SGSecure

[2]

Use your own 
words

Vocabulary in 
context 

Language use 

Features of 
the visual text
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Section B [20 marks]

Refer to Text 3 on pages 5 and 6 of the Insert for Questions 5-14.

5 From paragraph 1, what evidence tells you the following parts of Lila’s family’s hut 
were run-down?

Roof

The hut should have been re-
thatched years ago/ The old 
palm leaves were dry and 
tattered and slipping off the 
beams

From the text:
The hut should have been re-thatched 
years ago—the old palm leaves were 
dry and tattered and slipping off the 
beams. The earthen walls were 
crumbling. The windows gaped, 
without any shutters. There was no 
smoke to be seen curling up from 
under a cooking pot on a fire, as in the 
other huts in the surrounding groves of 
coconut and banana. (lines 1-4)

Walls The earthen walls were 
crumbling

Windows The windows gaped, without 
any shutters

[3]

6 From paragraph 3, which word has the same meaning as ‘escape’?
‘flee’

From the text:
But somehow, when she woke up in the morning, she felt she had to flee to the 
beach: she couldn’t face the dead ashes or the dirty cooking pots… (lines 10-12)

7 “She wished Bela and Kamal would understand.” (line 14)
From paragraph 3, explain what Lila hoped Bela and Kamal would understand.
That she felt she could not face the dead ashes or the dirty cooking pots of 
the night before [1] until she had been out on the beach and seen the sea and 
scattered flowers on the sacred rock [1].

From the text:
But somehow, when she woke up in the morning, she felt she had to flee to the 
beach: she couldn’t face the dead ashes or the dirty cooking pots of the night 
before until she had been out on the beach and seen the sea and scattered flowers 
on the sacred rock. (lines 10-13)

8 From paragraph 4, what did Lila’s family do to pay off their debts? Answer in your 
own words.
They sold their cow [1] to the highest bidder [1].

From the text:
Once they had had a cow but she had been auctioned off to pay debts. (lines 17-
18)

Proof of 
evidence 

Vocabulary in 
context 

Factual 

Use your own 
words
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9 (i) What occupation do you think Hari had?
He was a farmer/ gardener. [1] 

(ii) Quote the sentence in paragraph 5 that tells you so.
Then Hari got up and said he would see them to school and stop in the 
field on his way back to do some digging and watering. (lines 24-25) [1]

10 (i) From paragraph 6, identify the simile used to describe Lila’s mother.
‘Like a crumpled grey rag’ [1]

From the text:
She stopped to add a little extra milk to it. Then she went past the curtain in 
the doorway to the room where her mother lay on the string bed on some old 
grey sheets. She herself looked like a crumpled grey rag lying there. (lines 
27-29)

(ii) Explain in your own words what this simile tells you about Lila’s mother.

Lila’s mother was so sick that she looked like a piece of cloth, pale and 
limp/ She was grey as she had lost all the colour from her face/ she was 
as lifeless as a non-living thing/ she was weak and unable to stand, just 
like a piece of cloth. [1]
Accept any answer that compares one specific aspect of the cloth to the 
mother’s appearance.

11 What was unusual about Lila’s mother’s illness? Answer in your own words.
She had no aches and her temperature was normal [1] but all her strength had 
gone. [1]

From the text:
She had no pains and no fever but simply grew weaker and weaker all the 
time. (lines 30-31)

12 From paragraph 7, quote a phrase that suggests that Lila’s father had had a 
drinking habit for a long time.
‘since she was a small girl’ [1] 

From the text:
Lila could smell the stale alcohol even from a distance—it was a smell she 
had known and hated since she was a small girl. (lines 36-37)

13 In your opinion, why do you think no one dared to tell Lila’s father to sleep elsewhere?
He might get violent when drunk. [1]/ They lived in a patriarchal society [1]
Accept any reasonable answer
Do not accept ‘her family members were too scared/ cowardly’. (simply repeating the 
question)

From the text:
But no one dared tell him, least of all her mother. (line 39)

Inference

Proof of 
evidence 

Language use 

Use your own 
words

Use your own 
words

Proof of 
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14 Choose the word from the box that best describes how Lila felt towards each of her 
family members. There are some extra words you do not need to use.

anger          concern          consolation         disgust          frustration         gratitude

(i) Sisters (paragraphs 2-3)
Frustration
‘She wished Bela and Kamal would 
understand’ (line 14)

(ii) Brother (paragraphs 4-5)
Gratitude
‘Hari was the only family member who 
worked, and Lila was relieved to have 
him helping her. (lines 25-26)

(iii) Mother (paragraph 6)

Concern
‘She was very gentle and careful 
because her mother seemed so frail 
one hardly liked to touch her.’ (lines 
32-33)

(iv) Father (paragraph 7)

Disgust
‘She kept her nose wrinkled up and 
wished her father would throw himself 
into some other corner to sleep and 
not foul her mother’s room with the 
stench of drunkenness.’ (lines 37-39)

[4]

Global
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Section C [25 marks]

Refer to Text 3 on page 5 of the Insert for Questions 15-19.

15 From paragraph 1, which phrase tells you that the Michaela community school is 
widely respected?
‘formidable reputation’

From the text:
At the Michaela community school in Brent, north London, the emphasis on 
discipline has earned it a formidable reputation… (lines 1-2)

16 From paragraphs 2 and 3, explain how picking up the grape demonstrates respect.
The student respects the teacher [1] as the student is obeying the teacher’s 
instruction [1] 
The student respects his/her environment [1] as the student is taking care of the 
environment by cleaning it [1]

From the text:
They line up quietly under the eye of their teacher – who stops to ask one of them 
to pick up a grape from the floor. Birbalsingh says one of the things that is different 
about Michaela, the state secondary school she founded three years ago, is its 
unwillingness to let even a single pupil – or grape – go astray.

“It’s about habit change, and constantly reminding pupils to be respectful,” 
Birbalsingh says. (lines 4-10)

17 From paragraph 4, why are students at Michaela expected to walk silently between 
lessons? Answer in your own words.
It prevents scuffles/ fights/ quarrels/ violence/ bullying/ shoving from occurring 
[1] and helps students pay attention in subsequent lessons [1].

From the text:
The reason is that corridors in schools are where bad behaviour often takes place: 
pushing and fights breaking out as large groups of children mill around. By moving 
in a straight line, the children stay calm and focused for their next lesson.
(lines 13-16)

18

Harry                                     Ginny

Vocabulary in 
context 

Inference 

Use your own 
words

I think that
Michaela is too 

strict.

I disagree. I think 
Michaela’s rules, 
especially those 
about stationery, 
are reasonable.
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(a) From paragraph 5, what evidence can Harry use to support his point of view?

Detentions are awarded for arriving one minute late to school, for not 
completing homework, for scruffy work, for not having a pen or ruler, for 
reacting badly to a teacher’s instruction by tutting or rolling eyes, and even 
for “persistently turning round in class” after being told not to. (lines 17-
20)
Any two examples of school rules will gain the full 2 marks.

(b) From paragraph 5, what three pieces of evidence can Ginny use to support her 
statement? 

(i) Michaela provides pens to all pupils at the start of the year. (lines 
21-22)

(ii) There is a school shop selling cut-price ones each morning. (line 
22)

(iii) Parents are given persistent reminders about the equipment 
their children need to bring every day. (lines 22-23)

19 Using your own words as far as possible, summarise the ways in which the 
Michaela community school differs from other schools.

Use only information from paragraphs 6 to 8.

Your summary must be in continuous writing (not note form). It must not be longer than 
80 words (not counting the words given to help you begin).

Points from Text 3
Lifted from text Paraphrased

1 The discipline is stricter. (line 24) Discipline standards are high.
2 The students learn more in school. 

(line 26)
The students learn better during 
lessons.

3 It is quieter. (line 26) It is less noisy.
4 Students are not being picked on 

(line 26)
There is no bullying.

5 The school uses a traditional style of 
teaching (line 27)

The school uses a conventional method 
of teaching.

6 The teacher stands at the front and 
imparts knowledge (lines 27-28)

The teacher delivers information from 
the front.

7 The school believes that the teacher 
knows more than the students. (lines 
29-30)

The teacher is thought to be more 
informed.

8 The corridor carpet has a black line 
woven into it for the students to 
follow. (lines 33-34)

The flooring has a black line sewn into 
it to guide students.

9 The classrooms have hooks on the 
back wall to stow jackets and bags, 
to stop them getting in the way (lines 
34-35)

The classrooms have structures to 
keep belongings away, to avoid 
obstructing the students.

10 Pupils must use a school-issue 
pencil case made of clear plastic 
(lines 35-36)

The students use standardised 
transparent pencil cases.

11 The pupils’ bathrooms do not have 
mirrors. (line 36)

Student toilets have no mirrors.

12 Makeup is banned. (line 36) Cosmetics are forbidden.

Proof of 
evidence 

Proof of 
evidence 

Summary
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Suggested answer
Michaela differs from other schools as discipline standards are high. Students learn 
better during lessons, it is less noisy, and there is no bullying. The school uses a 
conventional method of teaching: the teacher delivers information from the front, and 
is believed to be more informed. The flooring has a black line sewn into it to guide 
students. The classrooms have structures to keep belongings away, to avoid
obstructing the students, who use standardised transparent pencil cases. Student 
toilets have no mirrors and cosmetics are forbidden. (80 words)

The End
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Section B [30 marks]

You are advised to write between 150 and 200 words for this section.

You should look at the printout on page 3 carefully and plan your answer before beginning 
to write.

You were at the Design and Technology workshop, completing the model that had to be 
submitted and graded. While you were there, you witnessed an accident that involved one 
of your classmates. The following day, during the morning assembly, there was an appeal 
for eyewitnesses. You decided to write a report, giving an eyewitness account to the Head 
of Design and Technology. 

Your report must include the following details:

the purpose of writing the report
who were involved
what you saw and observed
suggest how the accident could have been prevented

Write your report in clear, accurate English and in a factual and formal tone, describing 
what took place to help the Head of Design and Technology in his/her investigation to 
ensure that such an accident does not happen again. 

You may add any other details that might be of interest.
You should use your own words as far as possible.
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D & T Project Task: Complete any one of the models using   

- wood or acrylic

Accident Site: D&T Workshop

Observations:
Students 
inattentive to 
instructions given
in workshop

 Lack of 
supervision
Workshop 
technician not 
around
Not familiar with 
use of equipment
Nearing deadline
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Section C [30 marks]

You are advised to write between 250 and 300 words on one of the following topics.

At the head of your composition, write the number of the topic you have chosen.

1. Describe a memorable family outing you had. Explain why it is so.

2. Write about a time when someone you trusted betrayed you.

3. Write about a time when you took part in a school event and explain why you 

enjoyed it.

4. Describe your favourite celebrity and explain why you admire him/her.
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Section A [10 marks]

Carefully read the text below, consisting of 12 lines, about the Borobudur Temple. The first 
and last lines are correct. For eight of the lines, there is one grammatical error in each line. 
There are two more lines with no errors.

If the line is incorrect, circle the incorrect word and write the correct word in the space 
provided.
The correct word you provide must not change the original meaning of the sentence.

Example:

I arrived to my destination at 2 p.m.                                                                ______at_____
My mother always wears sensible clothes.

It is indeed surprising that in busy Singapore, so many young people are 

on a loose end.  A recent survey revealed that many did not know how to 1____________

occupy their leisure time usefully. One have only to go to the malls when 2____________

the schools closes – even for a day: hordes of idle children descend on 3____________

them, generally make a nuisance of themselves, in air-conditioned 4____________

comfort. Those days are the bane of shopkeepers. Many students find the 5____________

school vacations the bore as they cannot last more than a fortnight, just 6____________

reading and watching television programmes. Thus, they should take part  7____________

in hikes, camps and social etiquette courses. These are interesting and 8____________

useful activities which helps to develop character and friendship. Jogging 9____________

and games not only keep the body in good shape and promote friendships 10___________

too. There is no need for anyone to feel that there is nothing to do.

End of Paper
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Section A

Text 1

Study the poster below and answer Questions 1- 4 in the Question Booklet. 
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Section C

Text 3

The article below is why the Giant Panda is becoming extinct. Read it carefully and 
answer Questions 14 - 18 in the Question Booklet.

1 In 1961, the World Wildlife Fund (WWF) was launched and the Giant Panda, 
native to Central China, was chosen as its symbol as it would almost certainly face 
extinction without appropriate human intervention.

2 To date, there are only about 1,600 pandas left in the wild, making it the rarest 
member of the bear family. It has been listed as an endangered animal. There are 
many reasons for its declining numbers.

5 

3 Firstly, China has a burgeoning population of more than one billion people. 
Pandas used to roam freely across the lowlands of Central China but now live 
mainly in the temperate forests of Southwest China. They are losing more of their 
natural habitats due to the construction of more cities, farms and hydropower 
stations. Driven out by the competition for land, pandas are now further isolated in 
smaller pockets of forests, higher up the mountains. This makes it more difficult for 
them to forage and meet potential mates.

10

4 Another factor is habitat loss brought about by timber logging as human 
settlements encroach onto land that pandas live on.  The misuse of natural 
resources results in the most pressing threat of habitat loss for pandas. With 
pandas retreating further up the mountains, finding new sources of bamboo and 
meeting new mates become more difficult. Within isolated populations, pandas are 
likely to face a poorer gene pool due to inbreeding, leading to poor fertility and 
high infant mortality rates.

15

20

5 Pandas feed almost exclusively on the stems and leaves of bamboo. The bamboo 
plant has a unique characteristics that can also severely affect the survival of 
pandas – it will flower once it reaches maturity, disperse its seeds, dry out and 
then die. They spend their waking hours feeding on bamboo to gather enough 
nutrients to support their body mass. 25

6 In the past, pandas were often hunted by locals for their fur. Despite the 
establishment of the Wildlife Protection Law, the poaching of giant pandas in 
China, still exists. Poachers risk fines or jail sentences to obtain a panda’s highly-
prized fur – a panda pelt which can fetch more than double the average annual 
income of a farmer. While public education and enforcement of strict laws have 
lowered the rate of poaching, pandas are still under threat. They are often injured 
or killed when they are accidentally caught in hunters’ snares which have been set 
for other animals such as black bears. 

30
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7 The Giant Panda faces numerous challenges daily in its bid to survive. Its 
continued existence does not merely depend on the efforts of the Chinese 
government and people. Individuals around the world can also play a part by 
contributing time and money to organisations dedicated to protecting the panda, 
learning about ways to keep bamboo forests a sustainable natural resource, and
avoiding products made from hunted animals which share habitats with pandas.

35

Adapted from:  ‘http://WWF.panda.org/who_we_are/history/wwf_conservation_1961_2006’ 

End of Insert
 

www.KiasuExamPaper.com

Mindworks Tuition

Need Home Tuition? Visit Mindworkstuition.com now or call 85000358 for assistance :) 
390



3 

[Turn over

Section B

    Text 2
This is a passage about Deva and his experience with an unusual friend. Read it 
carefully and answer Questions 5 – 13 in the Question Paper Booklet.

1

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10

11

12

“Have you made any new friends yet, Deva?” Mrs Rajagopal asked her son.

Deva hesitated. Perhaps his mother would move on to a question that was 
easier to answer. There was an awkward silence while his mother stood by 
the kitchen table, waiting for an answer.

“Ah… there’s Bing,” he finally mumbled.

When Deva dashed down the corridor, he found the lift already there, waiting 
for him.

“Good morning, Bing,” he said as he entered. “Ground floor, please.”

The doors of the lift closed with a musical ‘bing!’ and Deva began his regular 
morning journey down from the seventh floor.

It had been two months since Deva and his family had moved to this new 
neighbourhood, beginning a time of misery and loneliness for the extremely 
shy 10-year-old. During the second week, he had noticed that whenever he 
went to use the lift, it was always there, waiting for him, with the doors wide 
open. The lift always took him directly to the ground floor, without stopping for 
other passengers or requiring the push of a button.  

Today, just as the lift was passing the third floor, it shuddered and jerked to a 
sudden stop. The doors remained closed and there was only a frightening 
silence.

“Bing? What’s going on?” Deva asked in panic. What would he do if the lift 
refused to move? And why was his strange friend doing this to him? A red 
button said ‘Emergency’ and Deva punched it hard. Nothing happened. 

Deva was just opening his mouth to shout for help when the lift jerked to life 
again. It began to descend once more. At the ground floor, Deva heard the 
familiar ‘bing!’ and the doors wheezed open. Still greatly frightened, Deva 
dashed out of the lift where he stood staring wildly at the lift he had once 
considered his friend.

“How can I ever trust Bing again?” he thought sadly. Weighed down by more 
than his bag, he was trudging down the pavement when the second terrifying 
event took place. A tremendous crash, like a hundred car collisions, shook 
the air and sent his heart pounding again.                               

About 20 feet ahead of him, a massive air-conditioning unit had smashed to 
the ground, apparently from the fifth floor where an old rusty platform now 
hung at an angle. The pavement beneath the huge unit was smashed into 
tiny pieces, and Deva shuddered as he imagined what would have happened 
to him if he had been standing in that spot.

5 

10

15

20

25

30

35
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13

14

15

16

And then, like a light suddenly switched on in his head, the truth of the 
situation flashed upon him. If Bing had not confined him for those few 
seconds between floors, he would have been crushed like an egg.

Deva went back to the void deck where the lift was still waiting, its doors 
open in welcome.

“Thanks, Bing,” he said simply.

‘‘Bing!’ and the doors went in and out, like giant hands clapping, and once 
again Deva felt the happiness of true friendship.

. 

                                      

40
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Section A [5 marks]
Text 1

Refer to the poster (Text 1) on page 2 of the Insert for Questions 1- 4.

1 Look at the poster on page 2, what is the main purpose of the poster?

…………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………….. [1]

2 Identify a sentence that captures the intensity and spirit of the event.

……………………………………………………………………………………..…...

…………………………………………………………………………………………. [1] 

3 Who is the target audience?

…………………………………………………………………………………….…… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
[1]

4 Which two pieces of information presented will appeal to potential audience?

…………………………………………………………………………………….…… 

…………………………………………………………………………………….…… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………. [2] 
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Section B [20 marks]

Refer to Text 2 on page 3 of the insert for questions 5-13.

5        At the beginning of the text, Deva was reluctant to answer his mother’s questions. 

          Explain how the language used shows his reluctance.

          Support your answer with three details from paragraph 2.

          …………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………….. [3] 

6         Why was it a time of misery and loneliness for Deva (line 12) ? 

         …………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………….. [2] 

7        From paragraph 7, in what two ways was the lift very unusual? 

         …………………………………………………………………………………………………………...

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………...[2] 
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8 a)  Deva was ‘weighed down by more than his bag’ (lines 28-29). What is effective about the 

phrase “weighed down”? 

            …………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………….[2]

      b) What else might have been weighing him down besides the bag?     

        ……………………………………………………………………………………………………….......

...............................................................................................................................................[1]

9      From paragraphs 11-13, pick out two similes that describe

(I) impact and sound of the crash …………………………………………….[1] 

(II) being smashed into tiny pieces ……………………………………………[1]

10    Why did the air-conditioning unit fall (lines 32-33)? 

        ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………….[1]

       

11   “And then, like a light suddenly switched on in his head, the truth of the situation flashed upon 

him” (lines 37-38). Explain, in your own words, what the truth that Deva realised was.

        ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………….[2]
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12    “‘Bing!’ and the doors went in and out, like giant hands clapping, and once again Deva felt 

the happiness of true friendship.” (lines 43-44) Pick out a phrase which suggests that the lift is 

a person.

         ………………………………………………………………………………………………………..[1]

13      The structure of the text reflects the main feelings of Deva as he reacts to his experiences 

with   his ‘friend’ Complete the flow chart by choosing one word from the box to summarise 

the main feeling described in each part of the text. There are some extra words in the box 

you do not need to use.

        Loneliness              Elated                  Irritated               Betrayed                

        Grateful                   Fearful                 Excited

                                                              

                                  (i)   Paragraphs 12-13: ___________________

                                                                       

                                    (iv) Paragraphs 20-21: ___________________

                                                                                                                                                              

                          

 

 

                   [4]

       

Paragraphs 7-8: (i)………………………….

Paragraphs 9-10: (ii)…………………………..

Paragraphs 11: (iii)…………………………..

Paragraphs 13-14: (iv)…………………………..
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Section C [15 marks]

Refer to Text 3 on pages 5 and 6 of the Insert for Questions 14 to 18. 

14 Why was the Giant Panda chosen to represent the WWF?

…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………….. [1]

15 Pick out a word from paragraph 3 that has the same meaning as ‘growing’.

………………………………………………………………………………………..… [1]

16 How has the increasing human population changed the habitat of the panda, 
according to paragraphs 3?

Time Frame Change of habitat

Previous

Now

[2]

17 In what way can the bamboo plant affect the survival of the panda?

…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………….. [1]
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18 Using your own words as far as possible, summarise the factors for the 
extinction of the Giant Panda and efforts taken to protect them from being 
endangered.

Use only information from 3 to 7 of Text 3. 

Your summary must be in continuous writing (not note form). It must not be longer 
than 80 words (not counting the words given to help you begin).

One of the reasons for the Panda becoming extinct is …………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………..……

……………………………………………………………………………………….……. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………..
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……………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………….…….

…………………………………………………………………………………….….…… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………No. of words: ______________[10]
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                                                      End of Paper
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Name: _________________________ (         )   Class: ____________

Section A [10 marks]

Carefully read the text below, consisting of 12 lines, about the Borobudur Temple. 
The first and last lines are correct. For eight of the lines, there is one grammatical 
error in each line. There are two more lines with no errors.

If the line is incorrect, circle the incorrect word and write the correct word in the 
space provided.
The correct word you provide must not change the original meaning of the sentence.

Example:

I arrived to my destination at 2 p.m.                                                                ______at_____
My mother always wears sensible clothes.

It is indeed surprising that in busy Singapore, so many young people are 

on a loose end A recent survey revealed that many did not know how to 1___at_______

occupy their leisure time usefully. One have only to go to the malls when 2___has_____

the schools closes – even for a day: hordes of idle children descend on 3___close____

them, generally make a nuisance of themselves, in air-conditioned 4___making__

comfort. Those days are the bane of shopkeepers. Many students find the 5___These____

school vacations the bore as they cannot last more than a fortnight, just 6____a_______

reading and watching television programmes. Thus, they should take part  7____ ______

in hikes, camps and social etiquette courses. These are interesting and 8____ ______

useful activities which helps to develop character and friendship. Jogging 9____help____

and games not only keep the body in good shape and promote friendships 10___but_____

too. There is no need for anyone to feel that there is nothing to do.
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Section B

Suggested Response

Para 1:
Give background information – accident at D & T workshop
State purpose of writing- give an eyewitness of accident to ensure it does not 
happen again

Para 2:
Provide details of 4Ws – who, when, where and why

Para 3:
Describe in details how the accident occur

Para 4:
From observations of the accident, suggest ways to prevent such an accident from 
occurring in the future.

Para 5:
Conclusion

Section C

1 Describe a memorable family outing you had. Explain why it is so.

Text Type: Mixed Genre [Personal Recount & Exposition]

Suggested Approach:
Para 1: Exposition on family outing. 
Para 2: Use 4W to provide details on family outing
Para 3: Describe what happened. 
Para 4: Give reasons why the family outing is memorable. Focus must be on 
‘memorable’.
Para 5: Conclude

2 Write about a time when someone whom you trust betrayed you.

Text Type: Personal Recount
Use language devices to enhance personal recount
Focus must be on the trust element and sense of betrayal 
Learning point/ how you resolve it
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3 Write about a time when you took part in a school event and why you enjoyed it..

Text Type: Personal Recount
Use language devices to enhance personal recount
Focus must be on when and what you did in the event.
Focus on why it was enjoyable

4 Describe your favourite celebrity and explain why you admire him/her.

Text Type: Mixed Genre [Descriptive & Exposition]

Para 1: Exposition on celebrities that can be admired. State the celebrity that is 
admired
Para 2: Describe the celebrity
Para 3: Describe the quality/act of celebrity that is admirable
Para 4: Explain why he/she is admired 
Para 5: Conclusion
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Name: ______________________________ (        )                  Class: __________

 

 

Secondary 1 Express 

English Language     1128/02
Paper 2 Comprehension [ ANSWERS ]                        09 Oct 2017 (Monday)  
  

8.15 a.m. 1 hour 50 minutes 

READ THESE INSTRUCTIONS FIRST

Write your name, class and register number on all the work you hand in.
Write in dark blue or black pen.
Do not use staples, paper clips, glue or correction fluid.

Answer all questions.
Write your answers in the spaces provided in the Question Booklet.
The Insert contains the texts for all the sections.

The number of marks is given in brackets [  ] at the end of each question or part 
question. 

The total mark for the paper is 40.

This document consists of 8 printed pages.

Setters: Ms Karen Leong, Ms Kavitha  

MONTFORT SECONDARY SCHOOL

END-OF-YEAR EXAMINATION 2017
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Section A [5 marks]
Text 1

Refer to the poster (Text 1) on page 2 of the Insert for Questions 1-4.

1 Look at the poster on page 2, what is the main purpose of the poster?

To get people to register for the Futsal 5-A-Side event. [1]

2 Identify a sentence that captures the intensity and spirit of the event.

‘SET THE SPORTING WORLD ON FIRE’ [1] 

3 Who is the target audience?

People/boys, men and women who are interested in soccer/futsal. [1]

4 Which two pieces of information presented will appeal to potential audience?

Over $10,000 cash and prizes
Exclusive jerseys and goodies

[2] 
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Section B [20 marks]

Refer to Text 2 on page 3 of the insert for questions 5-13.

5        At the beginning of the text, Deva was reluctant to answer his mother’s 
questions. 

          Explain how the language used shows his reluctance.

          Support your answer with three details from paragraph 2.

          …………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………[3]  

“Deva hesitated” suggests that he was not keen to answer his mother’s 
question.

“There was an awkward silence..” suggests that he was taking a very 
long time to answer his  mother.

          “Perhaps his mother would move on to a question that was easier to 
answer” suggests that he wanted to avoid having to give an answer to his 
mother’s question.

        ## Answer must consist of quotes and explanation.

6         Why was it a time of misery and loneliness for Deva? (line 12) 

         ……………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………[2] 

He was new to the neighbourhood (1) and because he was shy, he found 
it difficult to make friends. (1) 

www.KiasuExamPaper.com
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7        From paragraph 7, in what two ways was the lift very unusual? 

 ……………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………….[2]

           Whenever Deva went to use the lift, it was always there waiting for him, 
with the doors wide open. (1) The lift always took him directly to the 
ground floor, without stopping for other passengers (1) / requiring the 
push of a button. (1)

8 a) Deva was ‘weighed down by more than his bag’. (lines 28-29) What is effective 

about the phrase “weighed down”? 

          …………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………..[2]

        ‘weighed down’ showed that the bag was heavy (1m) and it also implies 
that he was troubled/burdened/sad/depressed/miserable/hurt. (1m)

b) What else might have been weighing him down besides the bag?     

        ……………………………………………………………………………………………

…………............................................................................................................[1]

The thought that Bing could not be trusted weighed him down/of being 
betrayed by Bing. 

9          From paragraphs 11-13, pick out two similes that describe

(I) impact and sound of the crash …………………………………………….[1] 

(II) being smashed into tiny pieces ……………………………………………[1] 
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Similes

Impact and sound ‘like a hundred car collisions’
Being smashed into tiny pieces ‘like an egg’

## ‘ like’ must be in the answer

10    Why did the air-conditioning unit fall? (lines 32-33) 

        ……………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………….[1]

       The platform that held the unit was old and rusty.

11   “And then, like a light suddenly switched on in his head, the truth of the situation 

flashed upon him” (line 37-38) Explain, in your own words, the truth that Deva 

realised.

        ……………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………[2]

        If Bing had not kept him for that short while (1), he would have been
smashed/killed (1)

No mark given if answer contains words from passage.

12    “‘Bing!’ and the doors went in and out, like giant hands clapping, and once 

again Deva felt the happiness of true friendship.” (lines 43-44) Pick out a phrase 

which suggests that the lift is a person.

         ……………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………[1]

       ‘like giant hands clapping’

       ## ‘ like’ must be in the answer.
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13      The structure of the text reflects the main feelings of Deva as he reacts to his 

experiences with   his ‘friend’ Complete the flow chart by choosing one word 

from the box to summarise the main feeling described in each part of the text. 

There are some extra words in the box you do not need to use.

        Loneliness                            Elated                  Irritated               Betrayed     

                              Grateful                    Fearful                            Excited

(i)   Paragraphs 7-8: ___________________

(ii) Paragraphs 9-10: ___________________

(iii) Paragraphs 11: ___________________

                                    (iv) Paragraphs 13-14: ___________________

[4]                         

Paragraph 7-8: Loneliness

             Paragraph 9-10: Fearful

Paragraph 11: Betrayed

Paragraph 13-14: Grateful

www.KiasuExamPaper.com
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_________________ _____________

___________________________________________ ____________

s 13-1411111111 : _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ ________ ______________ ___
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           PaPaPaPaPaPaPaPaPaPaPaPaPPaPPaPaPPaPaPaPaPaPaPaPaPPaPaPaPPaPaPPaPPaPaPaPPaPaPaPaPaPPaPPaPPaPPPaPaPPaPPaPaPPaPaPaaaaaaaaarararararararararararaararararrrrrararrrarrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrarrrarrarraaaarrrr grgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrrgrgrrrrgrgrgrgrrgggggggggggggggggggggg apaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa h 999999----101010101010:::::: FeFeFeFeFeFearfu
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Section C

Text 3

14 Why was the Giant Panda chosen to represent the WWF?

It would almost certainly face extinction without appropriate human 
intervention. [1]

15 Pick out a word from paragraph 3 that has the same meaning as ‘growing’.

The word is ‘burgeoning’.
Without quotation mark, 0 mark. [1]

16 How has the increasing human population changed the habitat of the panda, 
according to paragraphs 3?

Time Frame Change in habitat

Previous They can roam freely across the lowlands of Central China.

Now They are isolated in smaller pockets of forests, higher up 
in the mountains. 

[1]

[1]

17 In what way can the bamboo plant affect the survival of the panda?

By flowering once when it reaches maturity and dies after that, the panda 
will be faced with shortage of food. [1]

18 Using your own words as far as possible, summarise the factors for the 
extinction of the Giant Panda and efforts taken to protect them from being 
endangered.

Use only information from 3 to 7 of Text 3.

Your summary must be in continuous writing (not note form). It must not be longer 
than 80 words (not counting the words given to help you begin).

One of the reasons for the Panda becoming extinct is …………………………….. 

1. China’s growing population results in the loss of habitat of the panda
2. Habitat loss brought about by timber logging
3. The misuse of natural resources causes
4. the pandas to retreat to isolated parcels of land, diminishing their

chance to meet new mates.
5. Poorer gene pool resulted due to inbreeding
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6. Because panda only feed on bamboo, which flowers and die hence
there is food shortage.

7. Through illegal poaching, pandas have been killed for their fur
8. Hunters’ snares can cause injuries or kill pandas
9. One can gives money
10.or time to protect the pandas
11.Learning about ways to keep bamboo forests a sustainable natural

resource.
12.Not buying products made from hunted animals which share habitats

with pandas.
13.Public education and enforcement of strict laws.

Content: 8 points – 8 marks
Language: 2 marks for grammar and use of conjunction

[10]
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Write your name, index number and class on all the work you hand in.
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Answer Section A, Section B and one question from Section C.

For Section A, write your answers in the spaces provided on the Question Paper.
For Section B and Section C, write your answers on the separate writing paper provided.

At the end of the examination, hand in each section separately.
The number of marks is given in brackets [  ] at the head of each section.

This question paper consists of 5 printed pages and 1 blank page[LHX2]. 
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Section A [10 marks]

Carefully read the text below, consisting of 12 lines about Spain as a holiday destination. The first 
and the last lines are correct. For eight of the lines, there is one grammatical error in each line. 
There are two more lines with no errors.

If there is NO error in a line, put a tick ( ) in the space provided.
If the line is incorrect, circle the incorrect word and write the correct word in the space provided.
The correct word you provide must not change the original meaning of the sentence.

Example:

I arrived to my destination at 2pm. at          >

My mother always wears sensible clothes.                       >

With all things considered, Spain is probably the greatest holiday destination

on the planet. Firstly, a trip to Spain could be consider cheap. Earlier this year, 1 ……………...

it is named the third cheapest European destination for a summer holiday. 2 ……………...

Secondly, the country is statistically the sunniest in Europe. In average, it 3 ……………...

enjoys more than 300 day of sunshine each year. Thirdly, many of the 4 ……………...

world’s must-visit cities are found in Spain. From the culture majesty of the 5 ……………...

capital Madrid, to a trendy air of Barcelona, visitors planning a trip would be 6 ……………...

spoilt for choice. Moreover, Spain has the best beaches in Europe, with more 7 ……………...

than 5000 miles of coastline. Lastly, not to forgot, the food you can find in 8 ……………...

Spain is packed with flavour and character! From tasty appetisers to superb 9 ……………...

seafood and traditional roasts, Spanish food is all about make the most of 10 …………….

local produce. Now, wouldn’t you start planning your Spanish holiday now?

Adapted from: http://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/destinations/europe/spain/articles/reasons-to-
visit-spain-for-your-summer-holidays/
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Section B [30 marks]

You are advised to write between 150 and 250 words for this section.

You should look carefully at the brochure on page 5, study the information carefully and plan your 
answer before beginning to write.

The Student Council has been tasked to plan a learning journey to Universal Studios Singapore 
(USS) for the Secondary One students after the year-end examination. The objectives of the 
learning journey are to help the Secondary One students bond with each other and to learn what 
makes USS an exciting tourist attraction.

You have come across a brochure which shares the main activities that can be done in USS and
you find some of these activities to be fun and appropriate for Secondary One students. 

As the President of the Student Council, write a letter to your teacher-in-charge, Mr James Koh,
to propose suitable activities that students can do at USS to fulfil the objectives of the learning 
journey.

In your letter, you must include:

two activities from the brochure that you have chosen, and why
one other activity not in the brochure that you have chosen, and why
how the students can benefit from the trip

Write your letter in clear, accurate English, and in a polite and persuasive tone, to convince your 
teacher-in-charge to accept your proposal.

You may add any other details that might be of interest.

You should use your own words as much as possible.
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Come and create great memories 
at Universal Studios Singapore! 

Shopping 
- Buy your loved ones some exclusive 

merchandise. 
- Choose from a wide range of popular 

keepsakes including soft toys, key chains 
and even candies inspired by the many 
characters of Madagascar, Shrek and 
Jurassic Park which can only be found in 
USS!

Feasting 
- Choose from a large array of food choices 

to satisfy your taste buds.
- Food choices including your favourite 

local dishes to the much needed ice cream 
treat to beat the heat will leave you spoilt 
for choice!

Roller Coasters 
- Go on thrilling and unforgettable rides that 

bring you through an authentic theme-park 
experience.

- Rides include the world’s tallest duelling 
coasters – Human and Cylon – and are 
ranked the most thrilling rides you can find 
in South-east Asia!

Photo-taking  
- Take pictures with your favourite cartoon 

characters.
- No one would be excluded as everyone’s 

favourite mascots such as the Minions, 
Kungfu panda, Marilyn Monroe, Optimus 
Prime and the cast of Sesame Street can all 
be found!
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Section C [30 marks]

Begin your answer on a fresh page.

You are advised to write between 200 and 300 words on one of the following topics.

At the head of your composition, write the number of the topic you have chosen.

1 Describe a memorable family holiday.

2 Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of using media technology in your learning.

3 Write about a time when you achieved your dreams and describe how you felt throughout 

the process.

4 What are some common habits of teenagers today?
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Section A

Text 1

Study the poster below and answer Questions 1 – 4 in the Question Paper.

4 STEPS  RESILIENT 

1: Accept Change 
Change is something that will 
always happen; find ways to help 
yourself become more 
comfortable with changes in 
your life. Accept and adapt to 
what you cannot change. 

2: Keep Learning 
Find your passion and joy for 
learning, and become a life-
long learner. Acquire new 
skills, gain new understanding, 
and apply them in times of 
change. 

3: Reflect 
Set aside some time every day to 
reflect. Think about what has 
happened, what went well, what 
went wrong, and what you could 
have done better. Reflection brings 
about learning, and helps you to 
obtain new perspectives and self-
awareness. 

4: Foster 
Relationships 
Develop and nurture your 
relationships with your 
friends and family. Having a 
close group of people who 
know you, and whom you can 
trust, makes it much easier to 
bounce back from adversity. 

TO BECOME MORE  

Anyone can learn to be resilient.  
What are you waiting for? Sign up today! 

Register NOW to enjoy your first session FREE! Call 
68887777 or email us at info@acec.com to sign up for 
this series of life changing lessons. 
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Section B

Text 2

In the article below, a traveller shares about his experience living with an Amazonian tribe for 
a month. Read the text carefully and answer Questions 5 – 15 in the Question Paper.

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

Upon my arrival at a remote area of the Upper Amazon, where the Tucano tribe
resides, I found that everything was a struggle. There was no glory or romance here.
Only nature at its most raw.

All day, clouds of insects buzzed incessantly around my head and bit my skin. Since 
there was nowhere to escape, I had to learn to ignore them. Around noon, the heat 
was so unbearable that all human activity stopped. Even in full shade, I’d ceaselessly 
sweat what felt like litres of water and would quickly dehydrate if I wasn’t careful. In 
the afternoon, the rain would often come in such intensity that everything was muted 
by its roar. Sheltering from it wasn’t always possible, so I’d often sit shivering, waiting 
for it to stop. I was miserable and uncomfortable thanks to the bug bites, the rain
perpetually leaking through the thatched roof, and the hard roots and vines on the 
ground beneath me.

After a week of this, I was tired beyond belief, suffering from hunger pangs, and 
oscillating between unbelievably hot and horribly cold. But by the second week, 
something magical happened: I was so exhausted that I actually slept.

Day by day, the very things that had bothered me so much that I’d wondered how I 
could possibly endure them began to fade into the background. Before long, I stopped
noticing them. It is remarkable how adaptable the mind and body can be when you 
cut off alternatives. I’ve constantly used this lesson whenever I’ve faced subsequent 
challenges, including those I faced in my business. From downsizing to fundraising, 
the psychological hurdles have sometimes felt overwhelming. However, whenever 
I’ve faced these obstacles, I simply remember the jungle.

When you’re a potential food source for the other inhabitants of your environment, 
you start to see things differently. I was only a guest for a few weeks, but for my 
Tucano hosts, the excruciatingly difficult task of finding food was a matter of survival. 
In order to protect their quality of life, the tribe needs to specialise in tasks and work 
together.

Meat is a rarity. It can take days for a hunting party to bring back their prey. The 
community’s staple food, manioc—a root vegetable known elsewhere as cassava—
is difficult to prepare. It is an extremely lengthy process to extract the product’s toxins 
in order to make it digestible. Such an experience opened my eyes, and I began to 
see just how easy my life had been.

Overcoming all these daily obstacles meant constantly working together. Despite the 
fact that illness, accident, and death were ever-present realities, the tribe seemed to 
function like a highly coordinated organisation. Everyone I met had their own form of
specialised knowledge and contributed in some way to the overall health of the 
community. My admiration for them grew; these were people far stronger than I.

This lesson never left me. The value of bringing people together with specialised 
knowledge to exchange ideas and support one another is a bedrock of any team’s 
growth and success. Wherever I’ve lived and whatever I’ve done since in my career, 
I’ve always done my best to surround myself with as many experienced people as 
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possible. This, I now believe, is an essential ingredient to the extensive recipe of 
success.

My visit with the Tucano people has served as a compass for my life and career ever 
since. Upon returning home, I joined the U.S. Peace Corps and volunteered in 
Romania for the next two years. I couldn’t have been more prepared. Being stripped 
of everything I took for granted helps me to remember that things can always get 
much more difficult. Just as the insect bites and extreme discomfort eventually
subsided, so did my perception of them as negative events. The most challenging 
experiences of those few weeks—by far the hardest I’d ever experienced up to that 
point—now serve as guideposts for my future.
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Adapted from “I Spent A Month Living With An Amazonian Tribe” by Sedarius Perrotta
Published in https://www.fastcompany.com/40403574/i-spent-a-month-living-with-an-amazonian-tribe-

at-23-and-it-changed-my-career-forever
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Section C

Text 3

The article below talks about what companies look for in a good leader. Read the text carefully 
and answer Questions 16 – 21 in the Question Paper.

1

2

3

4

5

6

The definition of what makes a good leader has changed over time. In the past, many 
senior leaders saw leadership only in terms of power and control. To them, a good 
leader was one who held the reins tightly. However, in the present day and age, the 
characteristics that define a good leader have changed dramatically. With many
companies across the world reporting an urgent need to develop employees with 
leadership potential, it is ever more important that we are aware of what these 
attributes are. 

One of the most sought after attributes in present day leaders is that of an effective 
communicator. The skill of communication is essential to those who would one day 
become managers. Companies are often on the lookout for individuals who are able 
to communicate well with others – not just their superiors, but also their peers and 
subordinates. A good communicator would easily be able to rally support from the 
people they work with, getting any job done more quickly, and with higher quality.

A good leader cannot just be good at talking, just as important is the uncanny ability 
to be a good listener. The ability to listen, once thought to be a trait common to 
everyone, has since become uncommon. The ever increasing popularity of social 
media is one of the major contributing factors that has led to the decline in the ability 
to properly listen among the general population. Due to social media’s influence, 
people nowadays are more concerned that others pay attention to what they have to 
share than in paying attention to others. As such, an individual who is capable of 
being a good listener would be highly sought after by companies, not just because of 
the increasing rarity of finding such a person, but also because a leader who is good 
at listening would more easily implement plans and policies that better meet the 
company’s needs. 

A company cannot excel with just one talented individual. Hence, another desirable
quality that companies look for in good leaders is the willingness to coach, mentor, 
and help others to improve. Good leaders would have a mindset of developing talent 
in the organisation. They would take the time to provide constructive feedback to 
others and empower others to achieve their goals. They would help them to develop 
their abilities and bring out their potential. Such a leader would help the company to 
raise its standards, helping the entire organisation to excel.

Another trait that sets apart good leaders from the rest is their ambition. Good leaders 
are driven to succeed, and they would go the extra mile to ensure that they have 
done the best they can. When these individuals arrive at a tough fork in the road, 
they push on and make the right but often difficult decision to keep trying. To say that 
such leaders never fail would be folly. However, such leaders, driven by ambition, 
will eventually, and undoubtedly, overcome their failures and help their company to
achieve success.

In our modern workplace, there is a large emphasis placed on human relationships 
and interactions. An ever increasing number of companies are starting to realise the 
importance of building a cohesive environment in their offices that encourages and 
allows their staff to bond with each other. As such, a crucial part of any good leader 
would be the value of empathy. Good leaders are able to understand and relate to
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those they are leading. They take the time to develop meaningful relationships with 
the people around them, to interact with other employees, and in doing so, help to 
foster a positive environment in the office. 

This is by no means an exhaustive list; there are many other attributes that also 
contribute to what makes a good leader. In fact, the exact mix of desirable traits for 
a leader to possess can vary drastically from company to company. However, if an 
individual possess all of the above mentioned attributes, he or she would be highly 
sought after by many companies around the world. Perhaps in the future, the 
definition of what makes a good leader would change yet again. Despite this 
uncertainty, one thing remains clear: the modern workforce is on a steady path 
towards an increasingly people-oriented environment. Communicating well with 
others, and effectively navigating complex social situations, are just some of the 
many attributes that will make up the modern definition of a good leader.
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Adapted from “7 Must-Have Traits You Want in Your Future Leaders” by Marcel Schwantes
Published in https://www.inc.com/marcel-schwantes/how-can-you-identify-your-future-leaders-they-
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Section A [5 marks]

Refer to the poster (Text 1) on page 2 of the Insert for Questions 1 – 4.

1 What is the main purpose of this poster?

[1]

2 Identify the target audience of this poster.

[1]

3 Give two effects that the question “What are you waiting for?” has on the reader.

[2]

4 How do the images in the poster support the statement that “Anyone can learn to 
be resilient”?

[1]
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Section B [20 marks]

Refer to Text 2 on pages 3 and 4 of the Insert for Questions 5 – 15.

5 From paragraph 1, before the author arrived at the Amazon Basin, what did he 
expect it to be like?

[1]

6 “All day, clouds of insects buzzed incessantly around my head and bit my skin.”
(line 4)

In paragraph 2, identify two other words that have the same meaning as 
“incessantly”.

[2]

7 In paragraph 2, identify one word which suggests that the rain is alive.

[1]

8 In paragraph 3, the author says that “something magical happened: I was so 
exhausted that I actually slept.” (line 15) Explain why the author described this as 
“magical”.

[2]

9 In paragraph 4, explain why when the author faces obstacles, he would “simply 
remember the jungle.” (line 23)

[2]
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10 In your own words, explain why the author says that “meat is a rarity.” (line 28)

[2]

11 “The community’s staple food, manioc—a root vegetable known elsewhere as 
cassava—is difficult to prepare.” (lines 28-30)

Using information from paragraph 6, explain in your own words why manioc is 
difficult to prepare.

[2]

12 In paragraph 7, why did the author describe the tribe as “a highly coordinated 
organization?”

[1]

13 Identify the words in paragraph 8 that has the same meaning as:

(i) Fundamental                                                          [1]

(ii) Specific and detailed                                                          [1]

14 “I couldn’t have been more prepared. Being stripped of everything I took for 
granted helps me to remember that things can always get much more difficult.” 
(Paragraph 9, lines 45-47)

Identify a phrase from the extract above that helps explain why the author felt that 
he “couldn’t have been more prepared”.

[1]
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15 The structure of the text reflects the main stages in the narrative. 

Complete the flow chart by choosing one word from the box to summarise the main 
focus of the author’s emotions as described in each part of the text. There are 
some extra words in the box that you do not need to use. One has already been 
done for you.

Author’s emotions

Hungry Excited Tired

Accustomed Inspired Dismal Realisation

Flow chart

Paragraphs 1-2 (i) 

Paragraphs 3-4 (ii)

Paragraphs 5-6 (iii)

Paragraphs 7-8 (iv)

Paragraph 9 (v) Determined

[4]

Mindworks Tuition

Need Home Tuition? Visit Mindworkstuition.com now or call 85000358 for assistance :) 
432



6
 

Section C [25 marks]

Refer to Text 3 on pages 5 and 6 of the Insert for Questions 16 – 21.

16 “However, in our present day and age, the characteristics that define a good leader 
have changed dramatically.” (lines 3-4)

In paragraph 1, identify one other word that has the same meaning as 
“characteristics”.

[1]
 

17 Using information from paragraph 2, explain in your own words what makes an 
“effective communicator.” (lines 8-9)

[2]

18 In paragraph 3, identify and explain the reason why the author described being a 
good listener as an “uncanny ability” (line 14).

[2]

19 From paragraph 5, quote a word or phrase that has the same meaning as:

(iii) Make a special effort                                                          [1]

(iv) With certainty                                                          [1]
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20 Here is part of a conversation between Dean and Rory who have read the article.

(i) Quote two pieces of evidence from paragraph 7 that Dean can use to 
support his position.

[2]

(ii) With reference to paragraph 7, explain how Rory would support her 
statement.

[1]

Dean

We cannot know 
for sure what 
companies are 
looking for.

I think that having 
a good set of 
social skills is a 
safe bet.

Jane Rory
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21 Using your own words as far as possible, summarise the various attributes that 

companies look for in a good leader, and why these attributes are helpful to the 
companies. 

Use information from paragraphs 2 to 6 of Text 3.

Your summary must be in continuous writing (not note form). It must not be longer 
than 80 words (not counting the words given to help you begin).

One of the attributes that companies look for in a good leader…
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No. of words ________ [15]

No. of points _____ out of 8
Language _____ out of 7
Total _____ out of 15
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BLANK PAGE
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Answers

With all things considered, Spain is probably the greatest holiday destination

on the planet. Firstly, a trip to Spain could be consider cheap. Earlier this year, 1 considered (VF)

it is named the third cheapest European destination for a summer holiday. 2 was (T)

Secondly, the country is statistically the sunniest in Europe. In average, it 3 On (prep)

enjoys more than 300 day of sunshine each year. Thirdly, too many of the 4 days (ag)

world’s must-visit cities are found in Spain, from the culture majesty of the 5 cultural (WF)

capital Madrid, to a trendy air of Barcelona, visitors planning a trip would be 6 the (article)

spoilt for choice. Moreover, Spain has the best beaches in Europe, with more 7

than 5000 miles of coastline. Lastly, not to forgot, the food you can find in 8 forget (VF)

Spain is packed with flavour and character! From tasty appetisers to superb 9

seafood and traditional roasts, Spanish food is all about make the most of 10 making (VF)

local produce. Now, wouldn’t you start planning your Spanish holiday now?

would be
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1E EL Paper 1 Section B Marker’s Report

Section B [30 marks]

You are advised to write between 150 and 250 words for this section.

You should look carefully at the brochure on page 5, study the information carefully and plan 
your answer before beginning to write.
  
The Student Council has been tasked to plan a learning journey to Universal Studios 
Singapore (USS) for the Secondary One students after the year-end examination. The 
objectives of the learning journey are to help the Secondary One students bond with each 
other and to learn what makes USS an exciting tourist attraction.

You have come across a brochure which shares the main activities that can be done in USS 
and you find some of these activities to be fun and appropriate for Secondary One students. 

As the President of the Student Council, write a letter to your teacher-in-charge, Mr James 
Koh, to propose suitable activities that students can do at USS to fulfil the objectives of the 
learning journey.

In your letter, you must include:

two activities from the brochure that you have chosen, and why
one other activity not in the brochure that you have chosen, and why
how the students can benefit from the trip

Write your letter in clear, accurate English, and in a polite and persuasive tone, to convince 
your teacher-in-charge to accept your proposal.

You may add any other details that might be of interest.

You should use your own words as much as possible.
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What was well done:

1) Format and structure were generally accurate for most students
2) Tone was generally well done as well; students understood that it was a formal letter 

and few gave inappropriate / informal tone
3) Generally, students did not lift heavily from the given information

Areas for improvement:

1) Students need to learn to provide the context of the learning journey in their writing, 
especially in their introductions
- Some students did not even mention that the learning journey is for the 

Secondary One students / when it would be held 
- Some students thought that they were recommending a venue when they were in 

fact asked to recommend activities
2) Students mainly did not do well for task fulfilment because of the following reasons:

- Did not link their proposed activities to the learning objectives stated in the 
question. Some students created their own learning objectives (e.g. to be fun) or 
did not even acknowledge the given learning objectives

- Limited use of given information to support their view (this might be because 
students wanted to avoid lifting)

3) Paragraphing
- Many students combined all three activities into 1 paragraph! 
- Students have to learn to plan their letter before writing and to paragraph and 

organise their information clearly and neatly 
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1E EL Paper 1 Section C Marker’s Report
Begin your answer on a fresh page.

You are advised to write between 200 and 300 words on one of the following 
topics.

At the head of your composition, write the number of the topic you have chosen.

1 Describe a memorable family holiday. (3rd most popular question)

2 Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of using 

media technology in your learning (most popular question)

3 Write about a time when you achieved your dreams and 

describe how you felt throughout the process. (2nd most popular 

question)

4 What are some common habits of teenagers today? (least popular question)

Common mistakes broken down per question

QUESTION 1 
- Students had a tendency to ramble on about inconsequential parts of the trip (things 

like “we went to bed”, “we woke up”, “we had breakfast” etc. This negatively affected 

the flow and interest of their essays. 

- Many students just gave a report of the things they did on a day by day basis. Such 

writing has no interest, lacks creativity, and will not do well. It also impacted their 

paragraphing as rambling tended to lead to unacceptably long paragraphs. 

- Students who did well were able to be specific describe in depth two to three 

interesting and important aspects of their holiday, rather than giving a blow by blow 

account of the story. 

sadvannnnnttttttaaaaaaggggggeeeeees o

arning ((((((mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmoooooossssssssssssstttttt ppooooooppppppuuuuuullllllaaaaaarrrrrrr qu

me wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhheeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeennnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn yyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyooooooooooooooou aaaccccccccccccccccccchhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhievvvvveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeddddddddddddddd yyyoooooouuuuuurr ddddddrrrrrreeeeeeaaaaaams aaaaaannnnnnd 

w yoouuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu ffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffelt tttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttthhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooouuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggghhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooouuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuutttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttt ttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttthhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhe ppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppprrrrocessssssssssss. (2222222nddddddd mmmmmmoooooost p

on))))))))))

hattttt aaaaaaaaaaaaaarereeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee ssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssomomomomomomomomommomomomommomomomomomomooooooooomoooooooooommmmmee eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee cocooocococoocoocoocoooocoocococoocoooooocccccccccc mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm ononnnnnnnonnonononnnononononnnonononnnnnonnnnonnnnonnnonnnnnoonnonnnononoonnnnoo hhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhababababababbabababababbabbbabababbabaabaabbbaaaaa itittitititittititttittittitititiitititits s ss sss s s ss s s s sss ssss of teenanananananagegegegegegerrrrsr toda

ommmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmoooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooonnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn miiiiiissssssttttttaaaaaakkkkkkes
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QUESTION 2

- Many students did not read the question carefully, and as a result wrote out of point. 

Because of this, they did not pass. 

o i.e. Media Tech =/= Social Media =/= Technology in general 

o i.e. Media Tech IN LEARNING (the latter part about learning was often 

overlooked) 

- Some students did not present their points in a neat manner (jumping from advantage, 

to disadvantage, back to advantage again), which made their essays messy and 

disorganized.  

QUESTION 3
- Many students wrote unrealistic stories, for example: 

o One student wrote about how he/she was a world famous novelist, another 

wrote about being a war hero, and one wrote about being a billionaire  

o Because students obviously have little to no relevant life experience related to 

those topics, their essays came across as illogical, shallow, and at times simply 

ludicrous. 

- Students are advised to keep their topics to something that they are familiar with, and 

can actually relate to (i.e. the questions asks about a time when YOU achieved your 

dreams, i.e. the student himself/herself) 

QUESTION 4
- Of the few students who attempted this question, some of them did not successfully 

address the question (had confusion to what a ‘habit’ entails). 

ample:

e/she was a wwwwwwwwwwwwororororororldldldldldld ffffffaaaaama ououououououssssss nonononononovevevevevevelist, 

r hero, aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaandndnndnnnnnnnnnnnndnn  oneneneneneneneeeeeneeeeeeeeeeneeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeneeeeeeeeeeene wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwrororororororororororororororororrorrororororororoorororoooooootetetetetetetetetetetetetetetetetetetetteteteteteteteteteteteteteteteteteeeee aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaabobobobobobbobbbbbobbbobbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbb uuut beieieieieieingngngngngng aa billionaire 

s obviousususssssssssusssssssslylyyyyyyyyyyyylyy have lilillllllllllll tttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttle ttttoooooooooooooooo nonononnnonononononononononoooonoononnnonoooonononononnnoonoooononnnnnonononnnooonnnnoononnonoonononoononooonononnnnnonnonnnnnnnnnnnnonnnnnn rrrrrrrrrrrrrrreeeeeeeeleleee evvvvvvananannnnt t t llililililifeffefefefe eeeeeexpxpxpxpxpxperienceeeeeee relat

pics, theieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiir eeeeeeseeeeeeeeeeee saayysyyyyyy  camamamamamamamamamammamammmmaaammaaamameeeeeeeeeeeeeee acroooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooosssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss  as illogicaaaaaallll,l,l sssssshhhallowowowowowow, anananananand d ddd d atatatatatat ttttttiiimiii es

udicrous.ssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss

Studennnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnntstssstsststsstsssststsstststsstssttststttttssstttsttt aaarerererereererererereererrrrrrr aaaaaadvisisiiiisiiiiiiiisiiiiisiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii ededededeeedededeeeeedeedeeedededeedeeeeeeeeeedeeddeeee ttttttttttttttttttttttttto oo o ooo o oooo oo ooooooo keekekekekekeekekekekekekekekekekekkekekkkkeekeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeepepepepepepepeppepepepepepepepepepepppppppepppeeeeee tttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttheheheheheheheheheheheheheheheeeheeheeeheeheeheheheheeehhehhhhhhhhhhhh iririiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii  toppoppopopoppopopopopopppppppppopppopppppopppppppopppooooooooppiciciciciciciciciciciciiciciciciciiicciccciciccccicccccccciiiiii s s sssssssssssssss sss sssssssssssssssssssssssss tototototototototototototooototoooototootootoootottototototootooototooootoototoooo ssssssssssssssssssssssssssssomomoomomooomomomomoomomooomooommmoomomoomoommooomoooooooooooooooooo ethingngngngngng tttttthahahahahahat thhhhey

cacacccaccacaccaaaccacaaacaaaaaacc nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn acacaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa tutttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttt ally rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrelelelelelleleleleleleleeeeeee aaaataaaaaaaaaa e e eeee eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee tototoooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo (i.e. tttttttttttttttttttttttttttttthehehhhehehehehehehhheheheheeehhhhhhheehhhhee qqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqueueueueueueueueueueueuuuueueueuueueueuueeeeueeueuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu ststssststtstststststststststststststtststsststssstssttststssttststsstttttssststtstssttsttsts ioioiooioioioioioiooiioioioiooioioioiiioioioioioiiiioioioooooooooooooooooooonsnsnsnsnsnsnsnsnssnssnsnsnnsnsnsnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaasks ababababababouououououout ttttt aaaaaa tim

drrrrreeeeeeaeeeeeeee msmsmsmmmsmsmsmmmsmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm , i.i.i.i.ii.i.ii.ii.i.iii.i.iii.iii...........e.e.ee.e.e.e.e.e.e.e.e.e.eeeeee ttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttthehehehehehehehehehehehehehehhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh ssssssttudeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeentntnntntntntntntntntntntnntntntntntntntntnntntntnntnnntnnntnnntntnntttnttnnnttnntnnn hhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhimimmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmseseseseseseseseseseeseseseseeseseeeeseseseseeseseeseseeeelfll /herseeeeelflflflflflf)))))

N 44444444444444
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Serangoon Garden Secondary School
English Department
Sec 1 Express EOY 2017 Paper 2 Answer Scheme

Section A [5 marks] 

1. [Infer] The main purpose of the poster is to convince/persuade people to sign 
up for the course to be more resilient OR that they can learn OR should start 
learning to be more resilient. [1]

2. [Infer] The target audience of this advertisement is anyone who is 
stressed/overwhelmed by challenges/knows someone who is stressed or 
overwhelmed by challenges/who wants to be more resilient. [1]  

3. [Language Use for Impact] Accept any 2 of the following points.

a. The reader feels more involved/makes the poster more personal to 
the reader [1]

b. Makes the reader want to take action immediately [1]
c. A rhetorical question that makes the reader think about the issue [1]

4. [Infer] The pictures show many different people of different ages, genders 
and jobs/professions/ a variety of people [1], supporting the statement as it 
shows that “anyone can learn to be resilient”.   

Section B [20 marks]

5. [Literal] He expected it to be glorious and romantic. 

6. [Vocab] Ceaselessly [1] and perpetually [1]

7. [Language for impact] The word is “roar”. [1]

8. [Infer] The author described this as magical as he had not been able to sleep 
for a long time [1] and suddenly it was like a miracle/unexpected that he 
could fall asleep [1].

9. [Infer] the author would simply remember the jungle because it makes his 
current suffering not as bad/easier to handle [1] as he remembers the 
lessons to overcome his challenges. [1]

10. [Literal/UYOW] (From the passage) “It can take days for a hunting party to 
bring back their prey.”
(Own words) It takes a long time [1] for a hunting party to return with 
animals/return with their hunted animals. [1]

g points

s the posstststststeereee  mommmmm re

action immmmmmmemememememedidididididiaaaatata ely y y y y y [1[1[1[1[1[1]]]]]]
makes the reeeeeeeeadadadaddadadadddadddadaddddadddaddadadaddadaddddaddaddddadadadadddadadddddaddddaddddddddddddddddddddddererererererererererrrererrerrrrrrrrrrrrre ttttttttttttttttttttttttttttthihihihihihihhh nk aaaaaaboboboboboboutututututut tttttthe is

w manynyyyyyynynynyyynyyyynynynynyyyynynyyynnyynnynynynynyyn  diffefefeeefefeeefefefeeererererererererererereereeerereentntntntntttttttntttntntntttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttt ppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppeoeoeoeoeoeoeoeoeoeoeoeoeoeoeoeoeoeoeoeoeoeoeeeoeoeoeoeoeeoeoeeoeooeoeoeeeoeoeoeoeoeoeoeoeeeoeoeeoeoeoeooeoeoeoeeoeeoeoeooeooeooeoeooeeoeeooeeoeeeeoooeoooooeeeooooeeoeeooeoeoeeoeeoeeoeeeoeoeeoeoeoeeeeoeeeeopplplplplplplppppplplplplplpplplpppplpplplplplplplplplplplplplplplplplplplplplplplplppppppppppppppppppp eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee oooooooofofofofofoooooofoooffofooooooofoffof didididididiffffffffffffererererererenenenenenent tt tt t ages, gen
ns/ aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa vavavvvvvvvavavvvavavavavvavvavvavavvvavavavavvavavvavvavavaaavavaaavaaaaaaaaaaririiiiiiiiirietetetetettttettetetetetteeeeeeeee yyyyy yyyyyyyyyy of pppppppppppppeoeoeoeoeoooeoeooooeooeoeoooeeoeoeoooooeople [1[1[1[1[1[1[111111[[1[11111[1[111111111111[1111111111111111111[111[11[1[[11[[[11111]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]], supppppppppppporooooo tingngngngngng tttttthehehehehehe statetetetetetememmmmmm nt a

yone cananannananannanananaanannananaaanananaanaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaana lllllllllllllllllllleaeaaaaaaaaaarnrnrnrnrnrnrnrnrnrnnrnrnrnrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr  to oooooooooooooooooo bebebebebebebebebebebebebebebe resiiiiiliiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii ieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeent”.  

n B [220000000000000000000000000000 mamaaaaaamaaaaaaaaaaarkrkrkrkrkkrkrkrkrkrkkkrkr s]ssssssssssss

5. [L[[L[L[L[L[L[L[L[LLL[L[L[LLL[LLLLLL[[ itititititititititititititititititi ererrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrralalaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa ]] He eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeexpxpxpxpxpxpxpxpxppxpxpppxxxx ececccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccctetetetetetetettetetetetetettettteteteteeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeed it to o oooooo ooo o oooooo bebebebebebebbebeebeeebeebeebeeeeeebebbbebebeeeeeeebeeeeeeeebbeeeeeeeb gggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggg olooloolololoolololloloooloolololloooooooooooooooooooooooooooooriririririririririrrirrrririrririrrrririrrrrrrriiiiiiiriirrrrrrrr ouoououououououoououououououuouououououoouououuoououuouoouoouoouuouuouuuuuuooouuoouuouoouuooo s sss s s s sss ssssssssss ss ananaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaannd d    rorororororomamamamamamantic

[Vococococococococococococococababaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa ] CeCeCCCeeeeeCeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeaasaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa elesesssesesesssesesesesessssssesesesesesesessesesesesssesesesesesesesesseeeseeeseeeeesssssessesse slsllsssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss y y yy y y y y y y yy y yy y yy [1[1[1[11[1[1[1111[1[11[1[[[[[[[[ ]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]] ananannnnnnnnannnnnnnnnnnnnd peeeeerprprprprprpetetetetetetuauaauaaally [1

nguuuuuuuuuuuuuuagagagagagagaagaggagagagagagagggaaagagagagagagaaaaagggagagagaaaaaagaggggggggggggeeeeeee eeeeeeeeeeee foooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooorrr r rr rrrr r rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr rrrrrr imimmimimimmimmimimimimimimmmimimimimmmmmmmmimimmiiimmmmmmmmmmmpactctctctctt] ]] ]] ] ThThThThThTheeee ee word

Thee auauauauauauththththththororoooor desc
ng ttttttiiime [
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11. [Literal/UYOW] (From the passage) “It is an extremely lengthy process to 
extract the product’s toxins in order to make it digestible.”
(Own words) It takes a very long time to remove [a] the poison from the 
food [b] so that it can be eaten/consumed [c].

3 points (a+b+c) -> 2m
2-1 points -> 1m
0 points -> 0marks

12. [Literal] He described the tribe as “a highly coordinated organization” as 
everyone he met had their own form of specialized knowledge and contributed 
in some way to the overall health of the community [1]. (Answer from paragraph 
7, lines 35-37)

13. [Vocab] (i) Essential [1]
(ii) Specialised [1]

14. [Literal] The phrase is “things can always get much more difficult”. [1]

15. [Global] (i) Dismal [1]
(ii) Accustomed [1]
(iii) Realisation [1]
(iv) Inspired [1]

always get mmmmmmmucucucucucucucucucucucucuuuuuuuuuuuuuu h h h h h h momomomomomore didididididifffffffffffficiciciciciculululululult”t”t”t”t”t”. [1]

]
ustomommmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmommmmmmmmmommmmededeeedeedeedeeeeeedeedeeedeeeeeeeeeeeedeeeeedeeee [1[1[1[1[1[1[1[1[1[1[1[1[1[1[1[1[1[1[1]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]

) Realisissisisssssissssisissssisssisisssssssissssississssiiiii atatatatatatatatatatatatatatatatatatattattatatttttattattattaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa ioiiiiiioiiiiiiiiiii nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn [[[[[[1[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[ ]]]]]]]]]]]
(iv)v))v)v)v)v)v)v)v)v)v)v)v)v)v) InI spirrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrededededededededdedededeedddededddededededddededdededdddddeddedeeeeeee [1[1[1[111[1111[[1111[11[1[1[11[1[1[1[1[1[1[1[1[[[1[1[1[[[[[[[1[1[[1[1[[[[[[ ]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]
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Section C [25 marks] 

16. [Vocab] ‘Attributes’ [1]

17. [UOW, Infer] From the text: Paragraph 2, lines 10-13 “Companies are often on 
the lookout for individuals who are able to communicate well with others, not 
just their superiors, but also their peers and subordinates. A good 
communicator would easily be able to rally support from the people they work 
with, getting any job done more quickly, and with higher quality”. 

In own words: An effective communicator is someone who are able to interact 
efficiently with people they work with, their bosses, and those who work 
for them [1] and are therefore able to gather support from others to get 
work done faster and better [1].

18. [Infer/Explain] The author described being a good listener as an “uncanny ability” 
because it is no longer a common ability [1] due to social media’s influence 
making us more interested in talking than listening [1]

19. [Vocab] (i) go the extra mile (ii) undoubtedly (“… to ensure that they have done 
the best they can” 0 marks – excess denies) 

20. (i) [Literal] “the exact mix of desirable traits can vary drastically from company 
to company” [1] and “perhaps in the future, the definition of what makes a good 
leader would change yet again.” [1]

“There are many other attributes that also contribute to what makes a good 
leader” (Do NOT accept this answer: many other attributes does not clearly 
suggest that we “cannot know for sure what companies are looking for”.

(ii) [Infer] Rory can support her statement by explaining that “the modern 
workforce is on a steady path towards an increasingly people-oriented 
environment”, therefore since it is focused on people, social skills is a safe 
bet as most likely companies will want to hire you. [1]

enerr aaaaaassssss anaaaaa “u
due to sococoooo ial mmmmemm di

n listeninnnnnngggggg [1[1[1[1[1[1]]]]]]

doubtedly (“( ……………………………………………………………………… tototototototototttttttttttttttotttttttttooo eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeensnsnsnsnsnsnnn ureeeeee ththththththatatatatatat tttttthehehehehehey ha
excessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss  dennieieieieieieieeieieeeeieeeeeeeeeeieeeiieiiieiieeeeeeeessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss) )) ) ))))))) ))) ))))))) ))))) ))) )))))))))))))))))

t mixxxxxxxxxxxxxx ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooof f fffffffffffff ff ff fffffff ffffff ffff dedeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeesisisisisisisisisisisisisisisirarr ble trtrtrtrtrrrtrtrtrtrtrrrtttt aaiaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa ts cccccccccccccaaaaanananaanananaaaanananaaaaaaaanaaaaanaaaaaaaaaaaaaanananaaaaanaaaanaaaaaaaaaaaa  varrrrrryyyyyy drdrdddd astitititititicacacacacacalllllllllllly fromm ccccccomp
] and “pppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppperererererererereereereerereerereeereereeererereeererereerrrrerrrrrrrrrrrhahahhahahahahahahahahahahahahahahhahahahahaahahhhhhahahahhahhhhhhhhh pspspspspspspspspspppspsppspspppspppppsppsppppppppppppppppppppppp  in nnnnnnnnnnnnnn thththhhhhhhhhhthhhe e futuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuurereeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee, the definininininnititiiiiioooonoo oooooof f f f f f whwwwww atttttt mmmmmmakakakakakakeeeesee a g

d chaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaange yeyeyeyeyeyeyeyyyyeyyeyyeeyyeyeyeyeyeyyyyeyyeyyyeyyeyeyeyyeeeeeettt tttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttt agagagagggagggggaggaggagagagagagagagagagagagagagaggaggagagagaaagagaaaagagaa aiaiaiaiaiaiaaiaiaiaiaaaaaaaaiaiaiaiaaaaaaaiiaaaaiaaaaaaaa nnn.nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn ” [1[1[1[1[1[1[1[[1[1[[1[1[[[[[[1[1[11[1[[11111111111111111]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]

here aarerererererererererererererererrrrrrrrrrrrerrer  mannnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnny y y y yyyyyyy yyyy yyyyyy otototototototototootototototototototototototoooootoottttttttttttttheheheheheheehehehehheheheheheheeeheheeheeheeeeeeheeeeeeeeeeeeehhhhhhh r r rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr atatatatatatatatatatatatatataataatataaatataataaaaaaataataataaatttttttttttttrtrtrtrtrtrttrtrtrttrtrttrrtrtrtrrtrrrrtrrrrrrtrtribibibiiibibiibbibbibibibibiiibbbibbbibibibibbbbbibibbbbbibbututtutututututututuututuutututututuuutututuuututtttttutttutuuuuuuu eseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee tttttttttthahahahahaahaaahahahhhahhahaaaahahahhahahahaahahhhahahaaahhahahahahhahaaaahahat ttttttttt alalalalalaaalalalaaalalalaalaaaalalalaalalalalalaaaaaaaaaaalaaaaaaaalalaaaaa sososososososososososoososososossosooooosooooooooooooosoooosooooooooooosoooosoosso ccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccontribbbbbbbutututututuute e e e e e totototototoo wha
leaderereeeerereeeeeeereeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee ””””” (DDDoooooooooooooooooo NONNNNNNNNNNNNN TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT acacacacaacaaacacacaacacacacaccecececececececceeecececceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeptptptptptptptptptpttptptptptptptptttpttpttptpttttptptptptpppppppppppppppptppppppppppp tthis ananaaanannanannnananaaanananananananaanananananananananannananananananananaannaana swswswswswswswswswswswswswwwswswswswwwwwswwwwswwwwswswwwwwswwwerererrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: mmmmmmmammmmmmammmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm nyyyyyy ooooooththththththeeeeree  attrib
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21. Using your own words as far as possible, summarise the various attributes that
companies look for in a good leader, and why these attributes are helpful to the 
companies. 

Use information from paragraphs 2 to 6 of Text 3.

One of the attributes that companies look for in a good leader… 

Points from the text In own words

Paragraph 2

1 One of the most sought after attributes in 
present day leaders is that of an 
effective communicator OR companies 
are often on the lookout for individuals 
who are able to communicate well with 
others – not just their superiors, but also 
their peers and subordinates.

… is someone who communicates 
skilfully, (5w)

2 A good communicator would easily be 
able to rally support from the people they 
work with, getting any job done more 
quickly, and with higher quality

… and is thus able to get work done better 
and faster. (11w)

Paragraph 3

3 A good leader cannot just be good at 
talking; just as important is the uncanny 
ability to be a good listener

Another attribute is the ability to properly 
listen to others. (10w)

4 because a leader who is good at 
listening would more easily implement 
plans and policies that better meet the 
company’s needs

This allows the leader to create good
plans and policies for the company. (13w)

Paragraph 4

5 another desirable aspect that companies 
look for in good leaders is the willingness 
to coach, mentor, and help others to 
improve

A good leader must also want to assist 
others to grow, (11w)

6 Such a leader would help the company 
to excel as a whole, helping the entire 
organization to improve

… which would in turn help the entire 
company to do better. (11w)

Paragraph 5 

7 Another trait that sets apart good leaders 
from the rest is their ambition

Good leaders must also be ambitious, 
(5w)

8 such leaders, driven by ambition, will 
eventually, and undoubtedly, overcome 
their failures and help their company to 
achieve success

… pushing forward and conquering their 
difficulties, to help their company 
succeed. (11w)

Paragraph 6 

9 a crucial part of any good leader would 
be the value of empathy

An essential component of a good leader 
is empathy. (9w)

10 They take the time to develop 
meaningful relationships with the people 
around them, to interact with other 
employees, and in doing so, help to 
foster a positive environment in the 
office

They value relationships with others, and 
will build a good working environment. 
(12w)

One of the attributes that companies look for in a good leader…

… is someone who communicates skilfully, and is thus able to get work done better and faster. Another 
attribute is the ability to properly listen to others. This allows the leader to create good plans and policies 
for the company. A good leader must also want to assist others to grow, which would in turn help the 
entire company to do better. Good leaders must also be ambitious, pushing forward and conquering 
their difficulties, to help their company succeed.

(77 words)
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2 

Section A [10 marks]

Carefully read the text below, consisting of 12 lines, about pet ownership. The first and 
last lines are correct. For eight of the lines, there is one grammatical error in each line. 
There are two more lines with no errors.

If there is NO error in a line, put a tick (     ) in the space provided. If the line is 
incorrect, circle the incorrect word and write the correct word in the space provided.

The correct word you provide must not change the original meaning of the sentence.

Examples: 

I arrived  to  my destination at 2pm.                                                                       at

My mother always wears sensible clothes.                                                            

From the puppy farm churning out increasingly unhealthy purebred canines to

the goldfish sold by the bag, pet ownership is problematic because it deny 1 …………….

animals the right of self-determination. Ultimately, we bring them onto our lives 2 …..…......…

because we want them, then we dictated what they eat, where they live, how 3 ……..…..…

they behave and even how they look. Widespread petkeeping was a relatively 4 …….…...…

recent phenomenon. Until the 19th century, most animals owned from 5 …….…...…

households were working animals that live alongside humans. However, in 6 …….…...…

the 19th and 20th centuries, animals began to feature less in our increasing 7 ………….…

urban environments and, as disposable income grew, pets became more 8 …….…...…

desirable. More recently, however, several countries have move to change 9 …….…...…

the legal status of animals. In 2015, the government of New Zealand 10 ……….….

recognised animals as sentient beings, declaring them no longer property.

         Adapted from The Guardian
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2 

 

Section B [30 marks]

You are advised to write between 200 - 300 words for this section. 

You should look at the printout of a webpage on page 3 carefully and plan your answer 
before beginning to write. Write an informal letter based on the information given.

Your best friend is thinking of participating in community work and has asked you to 
recommend him a possible option. The community work should enable your friend to 
have a meaningful interaction with the beneficiaries*. You came across an information 
sheet that shows the volunteer programmes at the Movement for the Intellectually 
Disabled of Singapore (MINDS). As his best friend, you will persuade him to agree to
the volunteer programmes that you have selected. 

You must include the following details in your letter: 

two volunteering activities that you think your friend can embark on at MINDS
one activity he can do for the beneficiaries at MINDS other than those shown on 
the information sheet
why you think these activities would be meaningful or beneficial to the 
beneficiaries

Write your letter in clear, accurate English and in an enthusiastic and persuasive tone, 
convincing your best friend to embark on the volunteer programmes at the MINDS. 

You may add any other details that might be of interest.    

You should use your own words as much as possible.

* beneficiaries: a group of people who receives benefits, profits, or advantages. 
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3 

 

The school works closely with the community by having volunteers help in the programmes, activities and 
the daily running of the school. 

There are many opportunities to volunteer to help in the social wellness of our beneficiaries:

1. Toy Library
Interact with our students through games and activities at the Toy Library
Games encourage active learning, team work and interaction between people

2. Music Programme 
Assist our music teachers during their music lessons
Many instruments available such as the guitar, tambourine and many more
Music can reduce stress

3. Reading Time 
 Help by reading out to our pupils a range of interesting books in our library

Stories train students to listen well
Sharing sessions help improve communication skills

So what are you waiting for? Join in the fun!

Volunteering Opportunities
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Section C [30 marks]

Begin your answer on a fresh page.

You are advised to write between 200 and 300 words on one of the following topics. 

At the head of your composition, write the number of the topic you have chosen.

1 Write about a memorable experience of success.

2 Recount an experience when you were in a difficult situation and someone 
helped you to put things right.

3 Describe your favourite childhood memory. 

4 Write about a time when you overcame a fear. 

End of Paper
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Section B 

Text 2

The text below describes what the prisoners of war had to undergo during the Second World 
War at Changi Camp. Read it carefully and answer Questions 5-14 in the Question Paper. 

1 Those early days in Changi were a nightmare for quite a number of reasons. 

Something like 40,000 British and Australian officers and men, plus several 

hundred officers of the Indian Army, were herded into an area of less than one 

square mile like cattle. The peace-time barracks in that area had been built to 

accommodate 4,000 and many of the buildings had been bombed and machine-

gunned during the fighting on the island. Overcrowding was therefore inevitable and 

indescribably frightful. 

5 

2 Some of the men of the 18th British Division found themselves sleeping in malaria-

ridden sandpits. Some lived in abandoned ambulances, some in shacks which they 

built themselves with attap leaves and corrugated iron, and others made 

themselves a home by up-turning lorries and old motorcars. Such things presented 

a dismal spectacle. 

10

3 We were certainly a mixed bag. Some had fought their way down the Malay

peninsula from the Thai border. Others, including myself, had covered several 

hundred miles from Kuantan finishing up with a five-day trek behind the Japanese 

lines. There was another group of us who had arrived in time only to participate in 

the last days of the fighting on the island. All of us felt that we had been let down, 

and being in a defeatist state of mind we blamed the government, our leaders and 

one another. 

15

4 There were other reasons why those first six months in Changi were a nightmare. It 

was of course our first taste of hunger and that is an unpleasant experience. They 

say you can get used to anything, and I suppose we grew accustomed to being 

starved. However in those days, none of us took kindly to an abrupt change from 

normal feeding to a diet of little more than rice and dry biscuits. Those who loved 

whisky suffered great agonies from compulsory abstention, though many of them 

very soon found themselves transformed from weak seedy-looking 

hypochondriacs* into comparatively healthy specimens. That was until beri-beri 

overcame them.  

20

25
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4 
 
5 The serious lack of vitamins and protein food made it impossible to prevent 

deficiency diseases like beri-beri. Our doctors fought a magnificent but 

nevertheless losing battle, for they had few drugs and no nourishing food. They told 

us to eat bugs and all those creeping insects we found inside the sacks of rice, 

because they contained vitamins, and they also made us eat a certain lead called 

chicamanis which grew on a long straggly hedge on Temple Hill. We used to laugh 

at each other and refer to ourselves as horses because we would parade and 

slowly move in a single file along that hedge while picking the leaves and eating 

them. 

30

35

6 Nevertheless, bugs and chicamanis were not enough to supplement a starvation 

diet. As the months went by, far too many lives that should have been saved were 

lost through malnutrition. It is a sad and sorry fact that many hundreds were to die 

in Changi Camp before the end. This was through no fault of our heroic doctors 

who worked themselves to a standstill; some even worked themselves to death. 

40

Definition

Hypochondriacs: a person who is abnormally anxious about their health.
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Section C 

Text 3

The text below talks about the use of kites throughout history. Read it carefully and answer 
Questions 15-23 in the Question Paper.
 

1 Kites have been objects of interest and fascination to people throughout the world 

for at least 2000 years. Some people think that kites may have been invented even 

earlier, suggesting that kites were being flown in China as long ago as 1000 BC. 

Unless new information comes to light, we have no real way of determining when 

they were invented, who invented them, or even which country they were first used 

in. However, the technique to fly a kite was described very accurately by Marco 

Polo, the European explorer who went to China more than seven hundred years 

ago. The men Polo saw flying a kite were not engaged in a game, or a pastime. 

They were a ship’s crew, superstitious as all sailors are, and they believed the kite 

would show them whether or not their voyage would be prosperous. If the kite went 

straight up it was a good sign, and they would immediately set sail. 

5 

2 Kites have also been used to carry men up into the air. This could only be done 

when a strong and constant wind was blowing. Marco Polo tells how madmen or 

drunkards were tied to kites and sent up as unwilling victims of a cruel joke. Nobody 

in his right mind or with his wits about him would have willingly exposed himself to 

such peril. Yet a well-known story tells us that a Japanese thief did indeed risk his 

life and used a man-carrying kite in a daring attempt to steal the gold from statues 

on top of the towers of Nagoya Castle. Although he appears to have landed safely 

after successfully removing some of the gold, he was caught and viciously 

punished.   

15

20

3 The innocent-looking kite, surprisingly, also had its place in warfare. An ancient 

book shows us kites made in the form of animals, wide-mouthed, with long flowing 

tails of finely spun cloth which twisted and turned like dragons above the soldiers. 

The text tells us that they were intended to inspire fear in the enemy, like so many 

other military devices of every age. These ‘pennon kites’, as they were called, were 

also useful for archers. The kites helped the archers determine the strength and 

direction of the wind, allowing them to release their arrows with more deadly effect.

   

25

10
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4 Kites have also had a part to play in the long history of scientific discovery and 

technological advances. An American, Benjamin Franklin, used a kite to carry out 

experiments on weather. One absurd experiment which he conducted included 

sending a kite up in a thunderstorm to prove that electricity in lightning was of the 

same kind as that which generators produce. Much of the theory which enabled the 

first flying machines to be constructed and flown, and which influenced the design 

of gliders and powered aircraft, was derived from experiments with kites. Several 

early aeroplanes were little more than a simple box kite with an engine stuck on the 

front or the back. 

5 Only a few years before the first aeroplanes, Captain Baden Powell (brother of 

founder of the Boy Scout movement) had been lifting volunteers on a dangerous 

construction made up of huge unsteady kites. His idea was to provide the British 

Army with a means of observation from the air. Kites also played a part in the 

beginnings of radio communication. It was on one of Baden Powell’s kites that 

Marconi, in 1901, raised an aerial that was vital to the first successful reception in 

England of radio signals from a transmitter on the American shore of the Atlantic 

Ocean. However it is with the development of the aeroplane that the simple kite has 

made its greatest contribution to modern civilisation.

40

45

- END OF INSERT -  
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35

www.KiasuExamPaper.com

Mindworks Tuition

Need Home Tuition? Visit Mindworkstuition.com now or call 85000358 for assistance :) 
459



 

YUHUA SECONDARY SCHOOL
END-OF-YEAR EXAMINATION 2017

CANDIDATE 
NAME

CLASS INDEX 
NUMBER

ENGLISH LANGUAGE 1128/02
Paper 2 Comprehension 2 Oct 2017
QUESTION BOOKLET 1 hour 50 minutes

ADDITIONAL MATERIALS: Insert                                                 Setter: Ms Melissa Ng

READ THESE INSTRUCTIONS FIRST

Write your name, class and index number in the spaces at the top of the page.
Write in dark blue and black pen on both sides of the paper.
Do not use staples, paper clips, highlighters, glue or correction fluid. 

Answer all questions. 
Write your answers in the spaces provided in the Question Booklet.
The Insert contains the texts for all the sections.

The number of marks is given in brackets [ ] at the end of each question or part question.

For Examiner’s Use

Section A
5 

Section B
20 

Section C
25

TOTAL MARK
50

This document consists of 8 printed pages.

[Turn over 
www.KiasuExamPaper.com

Mindworks Tuition

Need Home Tuition? Visit Mindworkstuition.com now or call 85000358 for assistance :) 
460



2 
 

Section A [5 marks]

Text 1

Refer to the poster on page 2 of the Insert for Questions 1- 4. 

 
1 Refer to the poster carefully. Who do you think the advertisement is targeted at?

[1]

2 (i) Look at the line in the poster that reads: ‘Just because it isn’t physical’

What is the ‘it’ in the line referring to?

[1]

(ii) In the poster, there is an image of a boot which is made up of words. 
How does the image of the boot effectively support the line above?

[1]

3 What should readers do if they are in need of help?

[1]

4 Which sentence gives the main purpose of the poster?

[1]
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Section B [20 marks]

Text 2

Refer to Text 2 on pages 3-4 of the Insert for Questions 5-14. 

5 Pick out a phrase from Paragraph 1 that tells you that the place where the officers 
and men were kept in was not meant to be used as a camp.

   

  
[1]

6 (i) In Paragraph 1, the writer recalled the officers and men being “herded 
into an area of less than one square mile.”  

Explain what the writer meant by “herded into”. 

[1]
   

(ii) Identify one possible emotion that the writer might be feeling when he 
was “herded” into Changi Camp.

[1]

(iii) Why do you think the writer might be feeling that particular emotion? 

[1]

7 (i) Pick out a phrase from Paragraph 2 that has the same meaning as a 
horrid sight.

[1]
   

(ii) Support your answer above with two pieces of evidence from 
Paragraph 2

[2]
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8 (i) Paragraph 3 begins with “We were certainly a mixed bag.” 

What does “a mixed bag” suggest? Give one possible reason.

[1]
   

(ii) Why does the writer use the above expression to describe the 
prisoners?

[1]
 

9 In Paragraph 3, pick out a word that has the same meaning as:

Meaning Word 
hold accountable

acceptance of failure

[2]

10 Explain why those who loved whisky suffered great agonies in Paragraph 4.
   

  
[1]

11 In Paragraph 4 the writer said that the prisoners were starting to transform into 
“comparatively healthy specimens”. 

What is so ironic about this statement? 

[2]

12 Explain why the writer referred to his friends and himself as horses in Paragraph 5.

[1]

13 What does the sentence ‘It is a sad and sorry fact that many hundreds were to die 
in Changi Camp before the end.’ (lines 40-41) suggest about the writer’s feelings as
he recounts his experience in Changi Camp?

[1]
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14 The structure of the text reflects the writer's experience in Changi Camp.

Complete the flow chart by choosing one word from the box that best describes 
how the writer was feeling in each of the paragraphs. There are some words 
in the box you do not need to use.

disappointed accepting humour uncomfortable pitiful anger

Flow chart

s 

  

Paragraph 2:

Paragraph 3: 

Paragraph 4:

Paragraph 5:

[Turn over 
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Section C [25 marks]

Refer to Text 3 on pages 5 and 6 of the Insert for Questions 15 – 23. 

15 Explain why ‘Kites have been objects of interest and fascination to people 
throughout the world’ (line 1-2).

[2]

16 Why are the sailors described as superstitious in Paragraph 1?

[2]

17 With reference to the text in Paragraph 2, pick out one piece of evidence to show 
how kites were used to

(i) commit an act of mischief  

[1]

(ii) commit a crime

[1]

18 Explain why ‘Nobody in his right mind or with his wits about him would have willingly
exposed himself to such peril.’ (line 14-15).

[2]

19 Pick out one word from Paragraph 3 to show that the writer did not expect that the 
kite would be used as a war instrument. 

[1]

20 (i) What is one word from Paragraph 4 which has the same meaning as ridiculous?

[1]

(ii) Why did the writer use this word in the paragraph? 

[1]

6 
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21 Why does the writer describe the construction in Paragraph 5 as “dangerous” (line 

38)?

[1]

 

22 In Paragraph 5, which technological advance has benefitted the most from kites?
(lines 43-44).

[1]

23 Summarise the ways in which man has made use of kites throughout history. 

Use only information from paragraphs 3 – 5.

Identify 12 points that answer the summary question and write them in the 
spaces provided below.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9.
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10.

11.

12.

      

[12]

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

-END OF PAPER- 
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Section A [10 marks]

Carefully read the text below, consisting of 12 lines, about pet ownership. The first and 
last lines are correct. For eight of the lines, there is one grammatical error in each line. 
There are two more lines with no errors.

If there is NO error in a line, put a tick (     ) in the space provided. If the line is 
incorrect, circle the incorrect word and write the correct word in the space provided.

The correct word you provide must not change the original meaning of the sentence.

Examples: 

I arrived  to  my destination at 2pm.                                                                       at

My mother always wears sensible clothes.                                                            

From the puppy farm churning out increasingly unhealthy purebred canines to

the goldfish sold by the bag, pet ownership is problematic because it deny 1 denies

animals the right of self-determination. Ultimately, we bring them onto our lives 2 into

because we want them, then we dictated what they eat, where they live, how 3 dictate

they behave and even how they look. Widespread petkeeping was a relatively 4 is

recent phenomenon. Until the 19th century, most animals owned from 5 by

households were working animals that live alongside humans. However, in 6 lived

the 19th and 20th centuries, animals began to feature less in our increasing 7 increasingly

urban environments and, as disposable income grew, pets became more 8

desirable. More recently, however, several countries have move to change 9 moved

the legal status of animals. In 2015, the government of New Zealand 10

recognised animals as sentient beings, declaring them no longer property.

Adapted from The Guardian
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Section A [5 marks]

Text 1

Refer to the poster on page 2 of the Insert for Questions 1- 4. 

 
1 Refer to the poster carefully. Who do you think the advertisement is targeted at?

Children or Youths 
(inferred from “Inform an adult”)

Everybody [x]  

2 (i) Look at the line in the poster that reads: ‘Just because it isn’t physical’

What is the ‘it’ in the line referring to?

It is referring to wounds / bruises / scars 

(Any one of the answers)

(ii) In the poster, there is an image of a boot which is made up of words. 
How does the image of the boot effectively support the line above?

It implies that words also have the same ability to hurt as much as or more 
than a kick from someone. 

[1]

3 What should readers do if they are in need of help?

They can inform an adult or log onto the website provided in the poster. 

[Both answers must be given. 0 marks will be given if only one part of the 
answer is given [1]

4 Which sentence gives the main purpose of the poster?

“Know that help is nearby.”
[1]
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Section B [20 marks]

Text 2

Refer to the Text 2 on pages 3-4 of the Insert for Questions 5-14. 

5 Pick out a phrase from Paragraph 1 that tells you that the place where the officers 
and men were kept in was not meant to be used as a camp.

The phrase is “peace-time barracks”.  

[1]

6 (i) In Paragraph 1, the writer recalled the officers and men being “(…)
herded into an area of less than one square mile.”

Explain what the writer meant by “herded into”.
The officers and men were treated like animals 

(ii) Identify one possible emotion that the writer might be feeling when he 
was “herded” into Changi Camp.

Anger

[1]

(iii) Why do you think the writer might be feeling that particular emotion? 

He may have felt that he was not respected as a human being 

[1]

7 (i) Pick out a phrase from Paragraph 2 that has the same meaning as a 
horrid sight.

The phrase is “dismal spectacle”. 

[1]

(ii) Support your answer above with two pieces of evidence from
Paragraph 2

The two pieces of evidence are “sleeping in malaria-ridden sandpits” and 
“made themselves a home by up-turning lorries and old motorcars.” 

Other answers also include 
“lived in abandoned ambulances” 
“shacks which they built themselves with attap leaves and corrugated iron” 
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8 (i) Paragraph 3 begins with “We were certainly a mixed bag.” 

What does “a mixed bag” suggest? Give one possible reason.
It suggests that 

Either 

This group of people are of mixed race, religion, age and they were all 
gathered together. 

Or 

This group of people came into the war at the different moments but were all 
gathered together. 

[They must have the words “gathered together” or “put together”. Without 
those words – X]

[1]
   

(ii) Why does the writer use the above expression to describe the 
prisoners?

It is to show how diverse and different every single one of the prisoners 
were. 

[1]

9 In Paragraph 3, pick out a word that has the same meaning as:

Meaning Word 
Hold accountable blame

acceptance of failure.
Defeatist 

[2]

10 Explain why those who loved whisky suffered great agonies in Paragraph 4?
 They were undergoing withdrawal symptoms because they were not allowed to drink 

any whisky at all.   
 

  
[1]

11 In Paragraph 4 the writer said that the prisoners were starting to transform into 
“comparatively healthy specimens”. 

What is so ironic about this statement? 
It is ironic because before they entered Changi Camp, they were weak and 
seedy-looking [1] Yet after they have stayed there for a long period of time, 
they actually became more healthier than before. [1] 
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Or 

It was ironic because they were considered to be healthier [1] despite the 
lack of food and living quarters compared to before they entered Changi 
Camp where they had enough food to eat and rest. [1]

[2]

12 Explain why the writer referred to his friends and himself as horses in Paragraph 5? 
The writer referred to his friends and himself as horses as they were 
behaving like horses, from they moved in a single file to eating leaves. 

[must mention both actions. If only one action is mentioned, no marks will 
be given.] [1]

13 What does the sentence ‘It is a sad and sorry fact that may hundreds were to die in 
Changi Camp before the end.’ (lines 40-41) suggest about the writer’s feelings as 
he recounts about his experience in Changi Camp?
The writer feels that it is a waste that so many lives that did not have to be 
lost were lost. 

[if students repeat words “sad” or “sorry” – no marks will be given]

[1]
14 The structure of the text reflects the writer's experience in Changi Camp.

Complete the flow chart by choosing one word from the box that best describes 
how the writer was feeling in each of the paragraphs. There are some words 
in the box you do not need to use.

disappointed accepting humour uncomfortable pitiful anger

Flow chart

s 

  

Paragraph 2: pitiful

Paragraph 3: disappointed

Paragraph 4: accepting

Paragraph 5: humor

[4]
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Section C [25 marks]

Refer to Text 3 on pages 5 and 6 of the Insert for Questions 15 – 23. 

15 Explain why ‘Kites have been objects of interest and fascination to people 
throughout the world’ (line 1-2). 

They are a source of mystery [1] (Students must mention this to get 1 
mark)

Because no one has any clear information about the history of kites. [1] 
Or 
we have no real way of determining when they were invented, who 
invented them, or even which country they were first used in. [1]

16 Why are the sailors described as superstitious in Paragraph 1?

They believed the kite would show them whether or not their voyage 
would be prosperous. [1]  If the kite went straight up it was a good sign, 
and they would immediately set sail.   [1]  

17 With reference to the text in Paragraph 2, pick out one piece of evidence to show 
how kites were used to

(i) commit an act of mischief 
how madmen or drunkards were tied to kites and sent up as unwilling 
victims [1]

(ii) commit a crime
a daring attempt to steal the gold from statues on top of the towers of 
Nagoya Castle [1]

18 Explain why ‘Nobody in his right mind or with his wits about him would have willingly
exposed himself to such peril.’ (line 14-15).
It was very dangerous as you may get injured or even die [1] if you fall off 
the kite. [1] 

19 Pick out one word from Paragraph 3 to show that the writer did not expect that the 
kite would be used as a war instrument. 

‘Surprisingly’ 
20 (i) What is one word from Paragraph 4 which has the same meaning as ridiculous?

‘Absurd’ 

(ii) Why did the writer use this word in the paragraph? 

6 

It is to suggest that the experiments are not things that people would typically 
think of conducting.   www.KiasuExamPaper.com
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21 Why does the writer describe the construction in Paragraph 5 as “dangerous” (line 
38)?

The writer described the equipment used to lift the volunteers as 
‘unsteady kites’.

22 In Paragraph 5, which technological advance has benefitted the most from kites? 
(lines 43-44).

Development of the aeroplane 
23 Summarise the ways in which man has made use of kites throughout history. 

Use only information from paragraphs 3 – 5. 

Identify 12 points that answer the summary question and write them in the 
spaces provided below.

1. intended to inspire fear in the enemy

2. The kites helped the archers determine the strength and direction of the wind

3. allowing them to release their arrows with more deadly effect

4.

Kites have also had a part to play in the long history of scientific discovery and 

technological advances.

5. used a kite to carry out experiments on weather

6. to prove that electricity in lightning was of the same kind as that which generators produce.

7. Much of the theory which enabled the first flying machines to be constructed and flown,

8.

influenced the design of gliders and powered aircraft, was derived from experiments with 

kites.
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9. lifting volunteers on a dangerous construction made up of huge unsteady kites

10 a means of observation from the air

11. Kites also played a part in the beginnings of radio communication.

12. 

raised an aerial that was vital to the first successful reception in England of radio signals 

from a transmitter on the American shore of the Atlantic Ocean.

[8]

END OF PAPER
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